JAMES ARTHUR CONNOR (1880-1958)

The Argus 15 May 1880

BIRTHS - CONNOR.—On the 10th inst., at Millswyn-street, South Yarra, Mrs. Connor of a son. [James Arthur, son of Thomas James and Emily Gibbons]
Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Father's Name:
	Thos Jas Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Emily Gibbons

	Birth Place:
	South Yarra, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1880

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	11886


Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1903

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Mernda

	Subdistrict:
	Riddell

	Address:
	Riddell’s Creek

	Occupation:
	Farmer

	Residing with:
	Edith Mary Connor (hd), Thomas James Connor (independent means), Emily Connor (hd)


Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1909

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Corio

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Rowsley, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Farmer

	Residing with:
	Emily Sylvia Connor (hd)


Bacchus Marsh Express 14 Oct 1911

WEDDING. CONNOR-GRANT. A NOTABLE wedding took place at "Millbank," Bacchus Marsh, on Wednesday last, 11th inst., between Miss Bessie Grant, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Grant, of Millbank, and Mr. James Arthur Connor youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Connor, of  Moonlyong, Main street. The ceremony, which was performed by the Rev. B. Williams, took place in the drawing room, which was decorated in Fortune yellow roses. The bride, who was given away by her father, wore a lovely white embroidered frock over glace and veil (lent by her aunt, Mrs. A. S. M'Donald) caught with wreath of orange blossom. Bouquet of white roses and lillies of the valley. The bridesmaid, Miss Alice Grant, wore pale pink satin striped voile. Mr. W. P. Grant was best man. After the ceremony the guests, numbering about 60, sat down to a wedding break fast in a marquee adjoining the house. The usual toasts were honored, "Bride and bridegroom" being proposed by Rev. B. Williams, and responded to by the bridegroom. "The bridesmaid," Mr. D. A. Little; responded to by Mr. W. P. Grant. "The parents of bride and bride groom," by Cr. T. Cain, J.P., responded to by Mr. W. Grant and Mr. Connor. "State Parliament," by Capt. Billinghurst, responded to by Hon. A. R. Robertson, M.L.A. "The Chairman," by Mr. H. M. Hodgson, responded to by Rev. B. Williams. A number of beautiful presents were received, including bride to bridegroom travelling bag; bridegroom to bride, a dressing case; to bridesmaid, gold brace let; to best man, watch chain. The going away dress was gun metal grey crepe de chene, with hat to match. 

Australia Marriage Index 1788-1950 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Spouse Name:
	Jane Elizabeth Grant

	Marriage Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1911 [11 Oct]

	Registration number:
	10476


Bacchus Marsh Express 27 Sep 1913

DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,   BACCHUS MARSH. "ONE could easily fill a book with the early history of Bacchus Marsh," was a remark made by a visitor at the above celebrations. It would be a most interesting volume, of which Presbyterianism would not be the least. Half-a-page only of it was unfolded on Wednesday   evening last.   Bacchus Marsh is one of the oldest settled districts in Victoria, dating back to 1836; and Scotchmen, who are usually keen land-buyers,   were early on the scene. And, of   course, in due time, a place of worship had to be provided, and how it   was done is described further on.   To celebrate the Diamond Jubilee   of the Church, or 60 years of work,   from 1853 to 1913, was a historic occasion not to be lost sight of. All the functions arranged were most   successful.   On Sunday special services were b held in the Church, which was   crowded, especially in the evening. The Right Rev. the Moderator of   the Presbyterian Church of Victoria (W. M. M. Alexander) preached at both services, and gave some good advice in the matter of Church going. At the morning service he   took his text from 25th chapter of a Leviticus-"Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound." In the evening, 10th chapter of St. John-"I am the   Good Shepherd." The choir rendered two anthems-"The 'God of Abraham, praise," and "Sing unto   the Lord."   In the afternoon the Moderator   addressed the Sunday School scholars, each of whom received a memorial card, on which are the following words : Memorial Card.-1853-1918-Diamond Jubilee. Bacchus Marsh Presbyterian Church. Minister, Rev. B. Williams. The future success of the Church will rest with you. Therefore: Be honest and truthful in all things. Love God; follow Christ; lead a good life. Be kind and well-mannered. Attend Church and Sun day school regularly. Remember, some one will copy you. On Monday evening the Mechanics' Institute was well filled with both past and present members of   the Church. It was termed "A   Moderator's Reception." Such a "hands-all-round" gathering has not occurred before. The Rev. B. Williams presided, and said it was a great pleasure to him to see so many old friends, and welcome new ones. It was a most   historic gathering of their Church. For over 60 years they had been going on in that good old Presbyterian way. The present generation had entered into a glorious heritage   from those who had come here in a the early days, and did such good   work. He was sure that many a must have pleasant recollections of   the past, and that this function   would remain a pleasant memory   to them all.   The Chairman introduced the Moderator. It was extremely kind   of him to come here, as the representative of their Church. As a   rule, a Moderator was only a figure-   head, but the present one was a   very live one. He believed it was   the first time they had an official a visit from a Moderator. The Moderator said his duties   were many-some trying and some a pleasure. It was a pleasure to him-to come here. On Sunday the   atmosphere was all that he could desire-the hearty singing, the full seats, the undivided attention, was exceedingly pleasant and helpful to a preacher. He was also pleased with the history of their Church, which showed that they had men of worth and wisdom in the old   days. Some regarded a debt as a balance to the ship, but it was a joy to him to know they had no debt here. The Moderator only had one year of office, and during that term they generally had some ambition. - His was to visit where no Moderator had been. They were too modest here in not asking for the Moderator before. His dress was the same as that worn 400 years ago by the Church of Scot land; which was their mother Church. We belonged to a great Church-24 millions strong. Mr. H. M. Hodgson, Church Secretary, read the following Church history, which he explained had been pieced together from facts received from old residents: 

HISTORY OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH in BACCHUS MARSH. PRESBTERIANISM, the pioneer of Protestantism in Bacchus Marsh, was inaugurated here in 1850, and was humble in its origin. The first services were held in the Border Flour Mill, then the property of Mr. Jas. Young, and now owned by Mr. Thos. Anderson. The seating was comfortable if not luxurious, and consisted of bags of flour, bran,   &c.. 

BUILDINGS.-In the year 1853, a Church was erected on ground ad joining the residences of Messrs. T.   G. and E. Pearce. The foundation stone was laid on 4th April, and the Church was opened on 18th September, of that year, by the Rev. A. M. Ramsay, assisted by the Rev. R. B. Scott.   The building was of rough sand stone, with a shingle roof, and had three rooms at rear, in which the Minister and his family dwelt. As the accommodation was small, some of the family slept on shakedowns in the main building. The builders were Messrs. Wm. and Jas. Watson, and Mr. Con. Mahoney, the latter of whom still lives in the Marsh. Farmers carted the stone from Mr. Robert Grant's quarry, on property now owned by Mr. Geo. Vallence, Maddingley. The timber was brought from saw-pits at Mt. Macedon, free of charge, by Messrs. John Patterson, now living in Ballan, and Geo. and Robt. Grant, as back-loading on their return journeys from Bendigo. They were then engaged with bullock drays in conveying stores from Melbourne to Bendigo, at the rate of £80 per ton, and over. The lime came from Coimadai, and the first load, it is said, came to grief. The day being very hot, the bullocks with their load rushed into a deep hole in the Lerderderg river. The swimming bullocks were cut adrift, but the waggon with its load sank, and was only recovered after a few days by the aid of blacks, who dived and attached ropes. The lime and bags had, however, disappeared. On the Monday after the Church was opened, a soiree was held, and a collection amounting to £108/7/ was received; this, with £508 in hand, met all expenses, and left a small surplus. Mr. John Patter son says that the late Mr. W. Grant (Millbank), Mr. Fraser, and him self, each gave £40. The Manse was built in 1856, and was first occupied by Mr. Stoker, Home Missionary.
The present Church was built in 1863-64 by Messrs. Wm. Watson   and Jas. Cuthbertson, assisted by   the late Mr. Wightman, of Coimadai; the woodwork being under-   taken by Mr. A. Forsyth. The   architect was Mr. P. Matthews, of   Melbourne. The first load of stone   was brought in by Mr. W. E. White,   now of Ballan, and brother of Mrs. T Jas. Cowan. The large stones for   steps, &c., were carted from near the Dogtrap by the late Mr. W. Grant (Millbank), and Mr. John   Patterson. It took them a fort-   night, with two horses and drays,   and was done without charge.   The Church was opened on 15th   Nov., 1864, and the cost of Manse   and Church was £3,000.   Churches were also built at Pentland Hills (Myrniong), and at Coimadai and Parwan. The two latter are no longer in existence, and   the former is now under the Ballan charge.   Last year the new School Hall was built by Cr. J. G. Wells, from plans the gift of Cr. C: L. T. Alkemade, J.P. The foundation stone was laid by Cr. W. H. M'Farlane, J.P. and the Hall was opened by Mr. Wm. Grant. Towards the cost, subscriptions amounting to £191 were received, and a Scottish Fair, conducted by the ladies, produced £341, leaving a small debt, which I is in process of liquidation. 

MINISTERS.-The services in the Flour Mill were conducted by the Rev. R. B. Scott, and Mr. Higgins, of Geelong, until the induction of the Rev. Alexander M'Nicol, in June, 1850. He went to Geelong in 1852, but returned to the Marsh in 1856, and remained till 1860, when he accepted a call to Rushworth, Whroo and Murchison. In the interval the Rev. R. B. Scott supplied the pulpit, Mr. M'Nicol founded the charges at Gisborne and Melton. After Mr. M'Nicol's departure, the services were conducted by Mr. Stoker, Home-Missionary, until the   induction of the Rev. James Scott (afterwards Dr. Scott). He minis   tered with much acceptance for 10   years till 1870, when he was translated to St. John's Presbyterian   Church, Hobart, Tasmania. During his pastorate the churches at   Pentland Hills, Coimadai and Par   wan were built.   Dr. Scott was followed by Rev. Hugh M'Kail, in 1872; Rev. Geo.   Graham, in 1874; Rev. Hugh   M'Farlane, in 1879; and the Rev.   J. M. Innes, in 1883. Mr. Innes   died in Oct., 1886, and was buried   in Maddingley Cemetery.  
The Rev. J. A. Stuart, our late esteemed minister followed, and remained as pastor until his death in Sept., 1909, having had oversight of the charge. for about 23 years. He also was buried in Maddingley Cemetery. In January, 1910, a unanimous call was given to our present Minister, Rev. B. Williams, of Merino. Mrs. E. H. Scott, widow of Dr. Scott, lives in Hobart, with some of her family; and Mrs. Stuart and family are residing in Surrey Hills. Two daughters of Rev. H. M'Kail are married, and live near Melbourne; and of Rev. A. M'Nicol's family, Mrs. Turner, and Mr. R. H. M'Nicol, still survive. Mr. M'Nicol was, until recently, Inspector of the. Commercial Bank, and lives in St. Kilda. We are very pleased to welcome Miss Stuart and Mr. M'Nicol among our visitors to-night. 

CHOIR.--In common with most Presbyterian Churches, the psalmody has undergone many modifications, from psalms and paraphrases, given out verse at a time, and singing led by a precentor, to the advent of general hymns, organ and anthems. In the past days among many valued helpers, either as precentors or organists, the names of the following have been obtained, viz.:-Mesdames Saunders, Rogers, Bence and E. G. Morris; Misses Walcott, Watts, Stuart and Wells; Messrs. T. C. Hodgson, W. White, W. Aitken, P. Robertson, Reid, E. Beardmore, Boyle and Voysey. The following gave valuable assistance in the choir :-Miss Patter son (Mrs. Stevenson), Miss M'Farlane (Mrs. W. Marshall), Miss Craven and Miss Stuart. Messrs. W. Watson, T. Carlton, A. and J. Forsyth and J. Webbe. The singing has been described as hearty and good.
The thanks of the present congregation are due to the existing choir, under the leadership of Mr. W. J. Tregoning. The members are Mesdames Williams, Hodgson, Shaw, J. A. Connor Coe; Misses A. Grant, Manly, Fulton, Caspar, Lyall, Crisp, Morton, Wells (organist),   and Messrs. W. P. Grant, W. Horder, T. Grant, E. G. Morris, J. A. Connor, W. Portingale and O. L. Bloch. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL.- The Sunday School -was started by Mr. T. C. Hodgson (grandfather of Mr. H. M. Hodgson), in his house, and was afterwards conducted in the old and present churches, until the new School Hall was built. In the old church there were at first only two classes, Mr. Wm. Watson teaching the boys and Miss Patterson (Mrs. Stevenson) the girls. Mrs. T. G. Pearce, then Miss Hodgson, taught in the Pentland Hills Sunday School at that time connected with this church. Some of the past and present teachers : Messrs. T. Pearce, Donald Aird, W. Watson, R. Pace, B. Beardmore, J. Young (bootmaker), G. Lane, G. W. Anderson, J. Voysey, W. M'Farlane, S; Painter, D. A. Schulze, T. J. Conner. . Mesdames Graham, Voysey, Stuart, Williams, Mat. thews. Misses A. Langmuir, J. Lang muir, M. Anderson, B. Bowser, M. Wat. son, Grant, J. Anderson, M. Strachan, G. F. Anderson, A. Russell, A. Watts, M. Cuthbertson, N. Lane, A. Manly, A. M'Nicol, P. Sloss, M. M'Farlane, A. Stuart, B.. Morton, M. B. Anderson, D. Stuart, C. Wells, M. Urquhart, G. W. Anderson. 

ELDERS.-As Elders Messrs. Jas. Young, Wm. Grant, Alex. Hardie, Thos. Pearce, Robt. Pace, Simon Morrison, Henry Pace, Geo. Lane, Rev. J. G. Fraser, R. Langmuir, L. H. Clifford, W. M'Nicol, R. Lindsay, Jas. Urquhart, D. A. Schulze, W. H. M'Farlane, jun., H. M. Hodgson, J. D. Cameron and T. J. Connor, have held office, as nearly as possible in the order named. 

TRUSTEES.-The original Trustees were Messrs. Jas. Young, Wm. Grant, Robt. Kerr, J. P. and H. Jamieson, and Jas. Watson, and to replace vacancies at various times Messrs. W. H. M'Farlane, C. L. T. Alkemade, W. Grant, W.' Grant Morton, and P. A. M'Farlane, now hold office. The Revs. J. Lambie, Jno. Meek, J. Cooper, J. Block, J. Ballantyne, Thompson, and W. Byers have acted as Moderators during vacancies. - The following have given valuable services as Secretary, viz.: Messrs. W. Moody, W. Anderson,   W. Grant, W. E..White, A. Forsyth, J. Langmuir, W. Grant, jun., T. Anderson, D. Murray, J. Voysey, R. Lindsay, P. Murray and H. M.   Hodgson. And as Treasurer-- E. Richardson, J. Reid, L. H. Clifford,   A. Forsyth, J. Young?, W. H.   M'Farlane, J. Langmuir, W. Grant,   jun., C. L. T. Alkemade, T. J.   Connor and J. A. Connor. Information to enable this statement to be compiled has been supplied by Mesdames W. Anderson, J. Cuthbertson, E. H. Scott and T. G.   Pearce; the Misses Langmuir and   Messrs. J. Patterson, W. E. White,   T. Anderson, Hy. Hodgson, R. H.   M'Nicol, R. Lindsay, J. Grant (Gisborne), Wm. Morton, and W.   Grant.   We cannot close this narration   without an expression of the deep   debt of gratitude we owe under the   Blessing of our Heavenly Father to the unselfish assistance rendered to   this Church by those who, named   and unnamed, gave of their best   in bygone days, and our only regret   is that so few are left to help us celebrate this Diamond Jubilee of the building of the first Church.   There may be here and there   discrepancies and omissions, as memory has had in great measure to be relied on, and the best memory is not always equal to the most   honest intention.   At the request of the Chairman,   several of the early members of the   Church spoke. -   Mr. R. H. M'Nicol, son of the a late Rev. A. M'Nicol, gave the following particulars : I have to thank you for the opportunity of being present at this very interesting meeting. Especially is it so to me, as my father was the founder of the Bacchus Marsh cause. As I was a small boy at the time, my recollection of Church matters is very meagre, but as I have had access to my father's autobiography, I may be able to interest you by information drawn from that source. He landed in Melbourne in Feb., 1850, and worked for three months with the Rev. A. M. Ramsay. At that time there was only one U.P. Church in Melbourne, and it was thought that the small population would not warrant another, so my father elected to work further afield, viz., to Gisborne and the Marsh. He visited Gisborne first, and his account is very amusing. Mounted on a borrowed horse-old, lame, and stubborn-he set out from Melbourne to ride 30 miles. When he had got to where Flemington now stands, he was & overtaken by Mr. Robert Langlands, who had a good whip, and kept the old crock going until Keilor was reached. From there he firmly refused to go, and Mr. Robertson, squatter in that part, came to the rescue and lent his own good mare to carry him to his destination. His troubles, however, were not over, for the spirited animal and the new-chum rider did not go well together, and the rider discovered that he was off the track, that darkness had set in, and that he was "bushed." After some cogitation, he remembered his steed, threw the reins upon her neck, and to his astonishment the nag landed him at the Bush Inn at 1 a.m. The landlord (Stokes) and wife had been expecting him, and had waited up and did all that they could for his comfort. That day he preached in the Bush Inn to a few white and a number of black people. The next ministerial visit was to the Marsh, and as the saddle venture was not a pronounced success, a horse and gig did duty for the occasion. I cannot say that this was a perfect success either, for when some seven miles had been traversed, a boulder insisted upon getting in front of the wheel, and the minister and the trap. It parted company. He was not much the worse, however, and as he had his son William with him, things were soon righted, and their destination was reached n without further incident. The Border Mill had been improvised by the owner, Mr. James Young, into a temporary Church, and there the first service was held by any minister. Strange to say, I personally do not remember this Mill Church, but I have a vivid recollection of the black tribe and their weird corroborees. " Those two visits to the Bush Inn, and The Mill, resulted in a call in June, 1850,  and he was duly inducted as first minister of any denomination in the two districts. As the Marsh was the larger, it was decided that it should be head-quarters, accordingly settlement for the family was made temporarily at a hotel, which had I failed to obtain a license. The first Manse I was an airy structure of two rooms, wattle and daub, with bark roof, earthen floor, capacious slab chimney, and neat strip of bullock hide for a door fastener. Services were held every alternate Sabbath at Gisborne and the Marsh, with one month at Mr. Robertson's wool shed, Keilor. This all necessitated much riding, and as your minister had never ridden in the old country, he found it quite an ordeal. The total stipend was £81 per annum, £50 from the Marsh, and £31 from Gisborne. Keilor promised nothing, but donated £12/10/ when the minister was leaving for Geelong. After a year's residence at the Marsh, Geelong came into prominence, and not being represented by any minister of the U.P. body, the Melbourne Presbytery requested my father to originate and superintend a cause there, which he did. It will not interest you to follow his struggles in this direction, suffice it to say that he left the work there in 1856 to the Rev. Juno. Cooper, who had just arrived from Scotland. This left my father free to return to his first love, the Marsh. Gisborne was left out, this second call being from the Marsh and Melton, and induction took place in Feb., 1856.. During my father's absence the field had been occupied by the Rev. R. B, Scott, under whose labors a small unpretending stone Church had been erected, part of which partitioned off served for the minister's residence. This was a distinct advance on the Mill Church and wattle and daub Manse. The Church portion soon became overcrowded, so the partitions were removed to make room for the worshippers. A new site was then obtained (the present one) and on it a comfortable freestone Manse was erected. Ultimately your present stone Church was erected, under the able ministry of the Rev. James Scott. In the fifties there were no railroads, and locomotion was not the easy thing it is to-day. When my father came over from Geelong to preach, just prior to his second call, he had to walk 85 miles each way. Hiring a horse at the time was out of the question, as it was 20/ per day, and stabling about the same. This was in the golden period, when water from the Barwon cost 10/ per cask, firewood £5 for a bullock load, floor £5 per bag, and other commodities at boom prices.
This was a remarkable period in the t history of Victoria. The diggings broke out in 1851, and it was not long before Melbourne and Geelong were left in charge of women and children. Trade in these two places was temporarily paralysed. Every man and boy who could wield-a pick and shovel, and many who could not, rushed to make their fortunes. When I tell you that 11 millions worth of gold was - won in the year 1852, you will understand the wonderful situation. The population rose from 100,000 in '51, to 897,560 in '56. To show what a factor gold has been in the making of Victoria, I have only to mention that in 30 years, to 1881, 202 millions sterling had been won. For a minister to work up a congregation under the then existing circumstances  -no Church building, no Manse, and no congregation, was, to say the least of it, a trying problem. We may thank our lucky stars that we are not called upon to face the difficulties that the early pioneers had to face. All honor to them for their faith, pluck, and perseverance. As a memento of the foundation of your cause, I have had an enlarged photograph taken of your first pastor, which I hope you will be pleased to accept, with his oldest surviving son's best wishes for continued success. The photo was presented at the gathering, and the Rev. B. Williams expressed thanks for it. It will be hung in the School hall. Mr. Thos. Anderson said one thing not in the history read was that Peter Paxton made a damper, and bounced it on the floor at one of their soirees.. The first meeting  of the Bacchus Marsh and Maddingley Total Abstinence Society was held on 19th Nov., 1858, of which Mr. James Young was President. His number was Mr. W. Grant said he did not remember much about the services in the old mill. The singing in the old days was fine- the present generation could nearly do as well. They had no piano then to guide them, but only a long tuning fork. Mr. Grant gave some amusing incidents of what happened when returning home after practice, 55 years ago. He remembered the Church at the top of the hill, con ducted by Mr. Higgins and his daughter, Mrs. Laughton, 57 or 58 years ago. Peter Paxton was a very fine person. The soirees in those days were something terrible. They carted timber to make the tables, which they loaded up with all sorts of good things. Mr. John Wills, speaking on be half of the modern Presbyterians, said they were more fortunate than the old pioneers and Covenanters, who were much persecuted when digging. the foundations of their Church.- They were deeply grateful for their services. It was their duty now to help their minister to carry the banner of Presbyterianism. Mr. T. G. Pearce expressed the congratulations: of the Baptist. Church to the Presbyterians -. Jubilee. He was there in a capacity, as he was indebted to the Presbyterian Sunday School of 1856 for many good lessons. He remembered Paxton's historic damper. Mr. Pearce related amusing incidents, one of which occurred, as he said, "in the days of the sperm candle," at a soiree in the old Mechanics', when a long sperm candle dropped into the pot of tea, which was hastily stirred up, and nobody was any the wiser. Cr. R. M. Cuthbertson, a native of Bacchus Marsh, but now of South Melbourne, thanked the Church for inviting him and other members of I the family to the gathering. The old pioneers had laid the foundation of Presbyterianism in Bacchus Marsh well. The lessons he had received at the old school had done him some good. Mr. T. J. Connor, Church enthusiast, and a most useful aid to present day Church work, said they had been looking backwards up to now, but they should also look for ward. In bygone days difficulties had to be faced, but their Scotch grit had pulled, them through. The future of the Church rested with the young people. He asked them to go to Church regularly, and take an interest in it. The following letter from Mrs. E. H. Scott, Hobart, was read: Many thanks to your Committee for your kindness in sending the invitation to my daughter and me to attend the Diamond Jubilee festivities of the dear old Church in the Marsh. How we would have liked to be present, but old age and infirmity keeps me at home now. I have many fond recollections of the Marsh and its warm-hearted people. I shall never forget my first home in the colonies. May you have every blessing in your work for the Church, the photo of which I have still and prize. May the good Lord grant that we all may meet in the Betterland, where so many have gone before us. Musical items were rendered by the choir, Miss Alice Grant, Miss Belle Morton, Miss Sims, Mr. W. T. Horder, Mr. J. M'Lachlan, and Mr. R. M. Cuthbertson. Refreshments were then served by the ladies; and the Rev. B. Williams moved a vote of thanks to them for doing so. The National Anthem and Auld Lang Syne brought a most pleas ant Re-union to a close. The following is a list of the visitors : Mr. John Bowser, M.L.A., Mrs. Bowser, Miss Bowser, Miss Rene Bowser, Mr. R. H. M'Nicol, Miss A. Stuart, Mrs. R. Richardson (daughter of the late Mr. James Young), Miss Robertson (daughter of the late Mr. Peter Robertson), Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Anderson, Mr. G. W. S. An derson, Mrs. C. Harkness, Miss Dodds, Mrs. J. Cuthbertson; Miss M. G. Cuthbert son, Cr. and Mrs. R. M. Cuthbertson, Mr. W. White, Miss White, Mr. Donald Fraser, Mrs. Allan, Miss Allan, Mrs. Tom. Sloss, Miss Sloss, Miss Flossie Sloss, Mrs. Pinner, Mrs. Medson, Mrs. Pamperin, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Brown, and Masters E. and B. Brown, Mrs. Marston, Mrs. Todd, Mr. Montague Brown, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. M'Farlane, jun., Mr. A. J. M'Farlane, Mrs. Robt. Reid, Mr. John K. Reid, Mr. Muir Reid, Mrs. Hoffman, Mr. H. Tregoning, Miss Sims, Miss Pearson. Mrs. Wilkinson, Mr. and Mrs. Tom. Myers, Mr. and Mrs. A. Myers, Mr. John Myers, Miss Myers, Miss Hunter, Miss Elliott, Miss Scott. The late Mr. James Young was a Border man, and was the King of Bacchus Marsh during most of his residence. He was a prominent Presbyterian, and. left for Nagambie, where he died in 1871. 
Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1914

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Corio

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Elizabeth Jane Connor (hd), Thomas James Connor (independent means)


 The Bacchus Marsh Express 30 May 1914

A.N.A. BACCHUS MARSH. At the half-yearly meeting on Thursday the following officers were elected:--President, Mr. J. A. Connor [James Arthur]; Vice-President, Mr. J.Roddrop; ex-President, Mr. E. G. Morris; Treasurer, Mr. W. P. Grant; Secretary, Mr. W. R. Vigor; Assistant Secretary, Mr. W. J. Tregoning; Auditors, Messrs. Edgar Smith and J. McPherson; Committee, Messrs. Percy A. McFarlane, A. Fairbank, John Wittick, G. Setter, E. Red, drop.
Bacchus Marsh Express 13 Jun 1914

A.N.A. SOCIAL. 'The Bacchus Marsh branch of the A.N.A held its annual social in the Mechanics' Institute on Wednesday evening last. ................ And at the social supper the branch President (Mr. J. A. Connor) moved a hearty   vote of thanks to them for their   continued services, which assisted much both the social and financial part of the programme . Mr. C. J. Hogan returned thanks on behalf of the ladies. 

Bacchus Marsh Express 5 Sep 1914

CRICKET.  The annual meeting of the Bacchus Marsh District Cricket Association will be held on Thursday evening next, 10th inst. The Secretary of the Bacchus Marsh Cricket Club acknowledges   with thanks, the following donations- Hon. W: C. Angliss, M.L.C. £1 is.; Dr. T. B. Ryan, £1 is.; Or. M. R. Greene, J.P., £1. 

At the annual meeting of the Presbyterian Club the following officers were elected:--President, Mr. T. J. Connor. Vice-President, Cr. C. L. Alkemade; J.P; Messrs. F. W. Tinker, H. M. Hodgson. Patrons, Crs. W. H. McFarlane, J.P., W. Grant Morton, J.P., J. G. Wells, J. A. Brown, Messrs. T. Anderson, H. Charlton, J. Wills, G. F Ramsey, W. Grant J.P., A McKenzie Tyers, J. A. Morton, H. G. Campbell, E. J. Ford, J. D. Cameron, R. Crook, T. McGillivray. Association Delegates, Messrs. D. McDonald and W. J. Tregoning. Committee, Messrs. W. P. Grant, E. Coe, J. A. Connor, W. Horder, C. J. Grant. Match Committee, Rev. .Williams, Messrs. R T. Grant; E. G. Morris. Hon. Sec. and Treasurer Mr. E. Gordon Morris.   Mr. W. P. Grant expressed his willingness to act as an Association umpire.

Bacchus Marsh Express 12 Sep 1914

BACCHUS MARSH FIRE BRIGADE FAIR. At a well-attended meeting of stall-holders and others on Thursday evening it was unanimously decided that the Fair be held on the original dates fixed-Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd October, as the committee recognised that it was impossible to cancel any of the arrangements made. The Fire Brigade is a public body deserving of support, and it is hoped that there will be a ready response to the appeal, notwithstanding the many other claims. The proceeds of the Fair will be devoted to erecting a new Fire Station, and providing more apparatus. Please remember the dates- October 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. - Mrs. J. A. Connor, one of the stall holders, asks that all goods promised to her -be handed in as early as convenient. '
Ararat Advertiser 15 Sep 1914

SECOND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE LIST OF DEPARTURES FROM ARARAT. Mr. P. N. Lock, Town Clerk, who undertook, on behalf of the Defence Department, to register the names of per sons willing to proceed with the Second Expeditionary Force to the war, informs us that the following is a complete list of those who registered and passed the medical examination. The bulk of the men have departed for Melbourne, and others will proceed later. The dates of departure are :- Last Saturday---Edgar C. L. Nunn, G. F. H. Smith, W. G. Cleary, W. J. McPhee, H.   W. Polson. Sunday last--F. G. Burn, A. B. Bloy, Roland Newton. Monday (yesterday)-David H. Boyd, Frederick A. Stephens, G. A. Rackham, William Isbel, Edward McD. Lovett, Arthur C.   Ward, Richard Branfield, William Bran field, Henry Pearce, Henry W. Carlyon, Stephen Murphy, Stanley Brady, Charles Brady, Francis A.Kain, David McArthur, J. A. Connor, William F. Morley. To-day (Tuesday) -Bertram Edmondstone, Thomas P. Egan, Jesse Feasey, George W. Preston. To-morrow (Wednesday)--Albert E. Dean, Thomas Sinnott, Charles T. Sutherland, Robert H. Borbidge. Ticket issued to- James Victor Chandler. 

Bacchus Marsh Express 3 Oct 1914

CRICKET. The Association matches will commence to-day, Saturday, 3rd   inst. : - To-day's match-Trinity v. Presbyterian. Bacchus Marsh, bye._ Presbyterian: team--R. T. Grant, H. S. Grant, E. G. Morris, E. Coe, J. McBride, J. A. Connor, W. T. Horder, W. J. Tregoning, C. J. Grant, J. Landells, W. McDonald. - 

Bacchus Marsh Express 3 Oct 1914

BACCHUS MARSH FIRE BRIGADE FAIR. This is now being held in the Mechanics' Institute, and will be brought to a close this Saturday evening. There are several stalls, all of   which are profusely decorated with   patriotic colors,; in the shape of red, white and blue streamers, flowers, flags &c. The two general stalls (which contain numerous useful articles) are presided over by Mesdames J. A. Connor and E. L Simpson; Miss Simon has the Sweet stall; Mesdames F. G. Hiscock and W. Williams the refreshment stall and tea rooms; and the Xmas Tree conduct ed by Misses McFarlane and Crisp. All of whom have numerous assist ants.
Bacchus Marsh Express 31 Oct 1914

A.N.A., BACCHUS MARSH. The members are now shooting for the trophy (silver inkstand) presented to the branch for competition by the Hawthorn branch on their recent visit here. There will be four shoots, best three to count; five shots, and one sighter; members: to be re-handicapped. The following are the scores of the first shoot: C. J. Hogan, 23, handicap 2, 25; H. L. Simon, 24, - 24; P; Vallence, 23, 1, 24; C. J. Grant, 21, 3, 24; A. J. Grant, 23, -, 23; R. T. Grant, 23, -, 23; J. A. Connor, 22, 1, 23; 

Bacchus Marsh Express 21 Nov 1914

A.W.A. BACCHUS MARSH: At the meeting on Thursday evening, Mrs. Threlkeld, Chief President, installed the officers for the half year. The prizes won in the various competitions during the year were also presented by Mrs.. Threlkeld. Officers: -President, Mrs. H. S. Jones; Vice-President;- Mrs. J. A. Connor;- Treasurer, Miss Crisp; Secretary, Miss McFarlane; Assist ant-Secretary, Miss Worthy; Committee, Mesdames Burbidge and Heagney, Misses Caspar, Edwards, and Hogan;-Auditors, Misses Grant and Scott; Delegates to annual-Conference, (to be held at Geelong in March) Mrs. H. S.. Jones and Miss McFarlane Next meeting on Dec. 3rd. Open.
Bacchus Marsh Express 28 Nov 1914

A.N.A. BACCHUS MARSH. At the last meeting the following officers were elected:- President J. Redropp. Vice. President  J. McBride. Ex-President, J. A. Connor. Treasurer, ............................ 

Bacchus Marsh Express 6 Mar 1915

BELGIAN RELIEF FUND

The Committee wish to acknowledge, with thanks, the following amounts:- ..................... J. A. Connor, £2 ........................

Bacchus Marsh Express 13 Mar 1915

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,   BACCHUS MARSH. - The annual congregational meeting was held on Wednesday evening, Rev. B. Williams presiding. ...................

Mr. H. M. Hodgson was elected to fill the Trusteeship; and reelected Church Secretary; Mr. J. A. Connor was re-elected Treasurer. Specifications were submitted for the complete renovation of the   Church building (inside and out), and instructions given to have the work carried out. ......

The collection of useful articles were contributed to by - ....... Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Connor,
Bacchus Marsh Express 29 May 1915

A.N.A., BACCHUS MARSH. At the last meeting the following officers were elected:- President, Mr. J. Reddrop; Vice-President, Mr. J. McBride; Treasurer, Mr. W. E. Grant; Secretary, Mr. W. R. Vigor; Assistant Secretary, Mr. W. J. Tregoning; Auditors, Messrs: Edgar Smith and J. A. Connor; Committee, Messrs. F. Bowden, C. L. Crisp, E. G. Morris, P. A. McFarlane, G. Setter. 

Bacchus Marsh Express 5 Jun 1915

GOLF   A match will be held on the Mill bank links to day, between teams chosen by the Vice-President (C. E. Powell) and. the Secretary (C. A. Robin).   Secretary's team- Gentlemen ............ J. A. Connor,.....................
Bacchus Marsh Express 21 Aug 1915

MADDINGLEY PARK APPEAL. The Trustees of the Park beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the following donations: Mr. G. Dickie, W. E. Ramsey, 10/ each. E. Moss, Mi. Butterfield, J. A. Connor, C. E. Powell, F. G. Hiscock, Miss Campbell, 5/ each; 

Bacchus Marsh Express 25 Sep 1915

THE EMPIRE'S' CALL. The Bacchus Marsh Patriotic Committee presented another medal. on Wednesday evening, the recipient this time being Private Tom Grant. The presentation was made by Cr. C. L. T. Alkemade, JP., who referred very nicely to all the good qualities of Private Grant, the sacrifices he was making, and thanked him for going to fight the battles of those who were unable, to go to the Front. Rev. B. Williams, Mr. J. A. Johns; Mr. H. H. Blight (two brothers at the Front), Mr.. H. G. Campbell (one son on active ser vice), Mr. J. Reddrop (President A.N.A.), Mr. W. R. Vigor (Sec. A.N.A.), Mr. W. D. Hogan. (President Mechanics' Institute), Mr. J. A. Connor, Mr. A. T. Oliver (two sons on active service), Mr. C. L: Crisp (Captain Rifle Club), Mr. F. H. Crook (three sons at the Front), all added their appreciation of Private Grant, of whom one speaker truly remarked, that when the time came he was "one who would play the game, and play it honorably." Private Grant expressed his thanks for the gift and their good wishes. 

Bacchus Marsh Express 27 Nov 1915

A.N.A., BACCHUS MARSH At the half-yearly meeting on Thursday evening last, the following officers, were elected:- President, Mr. J. McBride; Vice President, Mr. F. Bowden; ex-President, Mr. J. Reddrop; Treasurer Mr. W. P. Grant; Secretary. Mr. R. Vigor; Assistant- secretary   W. J. Tregoning; Committee.. J. A. Connor, C. L. Crisp, P. McFarlane, E. Gordon Morris. G Setter; Auditors, Messrs. Edgar Smith and J. A. Connor; Delegates to Conference (to be held at Warragul) Mr. W. R. Vigor. An ex-President's Certificate - presented to Mr. J. A. Connor. 

National Archives Military Record 8 Mar 1916

James Arthur Connor
Enlisted AIF, 14th Reinforcements 21st Battalion Royal Park, Melbourne. No 5309

Born; South Yarra Vic. Age; 35 years 10 months. Trade; ironmonger. Married. NOK; Mrs Bessie Connor, Bacchus Marsh Vic. Height 5ft 4 ½ in. Weight; 136lbs. Medium complexion, grey eyes, brown hair. Presbyterian. Scars on left knee and right ankle.

Bacchus Marsh Express 11 Mar 1916

THE EMPIRE'S CALL Two local soldiers (W. Platt and Richard Groton, both wounded) returned home from the war this week. They were met at the local   railway station by the Recruiting, Committee, and driven to their homes in a motor car. A public welcome home has been arranged for Monday evening, 20th inst. James Arthur Connor has added his name as a member of the Commonwealth Army. He will go into Camp on 12th April. He is the fourth soldier which the Presbyterian Church choir has supplied during the last year. Dr. T. B. Ryan passed about 25 recruits through his hands this week as all fit for service.
Bacchus Marsh Express 18, 25 Mar 1916

THE EMPIRE'S CALL. The following have responded from Bacchus Marsh and district: W. Allan, Frank Adams. Was. Brennan, Jas. Bushby, Isaac Brunt, Raymond Boyd, Patrick Barry, Fred. Brighton, J. R. Bennett, J. Boyd. Frank Crook, Webb Crook, Chas. Crook, Jas. Robt. Crook (one family) William Clark, J. R. Calderwood, W. G. Chippindall, R. Croton (w.), James Cosgrove, W. Cook, Henry Hodson Campbell, Walter Crouch, Edwin Cobham, R. Coates, Norman Cumming, Martin Cosgrove, James Arthur Connor. ............................

Bacchus Marsh Express 25 Mar 1916

SOLDIERS' WELCOME HOME.

The Chairman again extended a welcome to the men who had just returned, and Wished God-speed to those about to go. Cheers for both were given. He also presented   medals to W. H. Symington, J. A. Connor, Clive McKenzie (new volunteers), and Private Orton, who had not received his medal prior to going to the Front.     

Bacchus Marsh Express 1 Apr 1916

THE EMPIRE'S CALL At the meeting of the Bacchus Marsh Presbyterian Church Board of Management on Thursday evening, Mr. J.A. Connor, as Treasurer, was granted leave of absence till the end of the war, and Mr. J. Reddrop --was appointed Acting Treasurer. On behalf of the members of the Board, Rev. B Williams   presented Mr. Connor with a set of Camp needs, comprising knife   fork and spoon, and collapsible electro-plated drinking cup, the whole in a leather case, for attachment to the belt. The rev. gentleman ex pressed the best wishes of the members, and wished Mr. Connor God speed and a safe-return. Mr. Connor sincerely thanked the members   for their good wishes and gifts, and assured them that he would do his best to uphold the Australian reputation.   

Military Record 12 Apr 1916

Became Private in C Coy, 22nd Depot Bn. Royal Park

Military Record 26 May 1916

Joined 14th Reinforcements,  21st Bn.
Military Record 28 Jul 1916

Embarked Melbourne for England

Military Record 11 Sep 1916

Disembarked Plymouth, England, and joined the 6th Training Bn.
Military Record 16 Nov 1916

Boarded SS “Victoria” at Folkestone, for France

Military Record 17 Nov 1916

Landed Étaples, France. Stayed in arrears

Bacchus Marsh Express 25 Nov 1916

A.N.A., BACCHUS MARSH. At the half-yearly meeting of the branch on Thursday evening last there was a large attendance of members - 60 being present, and £41 6/10 received in dues. Unusual interest was taken in the election of the following office-bearers :-......................... Committee, Messrs: J. A. Connor, ............................. 

Military Record 2 Dec 1916

Joined 21st Bn

Bacchus Marsh Express 2 Dec 1916

A.W.A., BACCHUS MARSH. At the half-yearly meeting of the above on Thursday evening last, the following officers were elected:- ................. Committee, Mesdames J. A. Connor and J. Dickson, .................................... 

Military Record 23 Dec 1916

Went to hospital – sick.

Military Record 13 Feb 1917

Rejoined unit as a Lance Corporal

Military Record 20 Feb 1917

Wounded in action – Gun Shot Wound to left eye. Admitted to hospital.
Military Record 21 Mar 1917

Moved to 5th General Hospital in Rouen, France

Bacchus Marsh Express 7 Apr 1917

Arthur Connor, of Bacchus Marsh, has been wounded in Action in France. A private cable from his sister in England [Adela Elizabeth] sent the news to his relatives here, and stated it was not serious.
Military Record 12 Apr 1917

Letter from AIF, Victoria Barracks, Melbourne to Bessie Connor, Bacchus Marsh advising that J.A. Connor had been wounded, but not seriously.

Military Record 17 Apr 1917

Embarked HT “Western Australia” at Rouen for England
Military Record 19 Apr 1917

Admitted to 3rd London General Hospital, Wandsworth

SMH 24 Apr 1917 (AND OTHER PAPERS)

289th CASUALTY LIST. VICTORIA. WOUNDED. ............ , L.-Cpl. J. A. Connor, .......................

Bacchus Marsh Express 16 Jun 1917

 THE EMPIRE'S CALL.     Bacchus Marsh and district soldiers are paying a heavy toll of late.................... Lance-Corporal Arthur Connor, of Bacchus, Marsh, who was wounded in action, writes home to say that a bullet entered his forehead and  emerged through his eye, which the surgeons hope to save, but the sight, of it will be destroyed. 

Military Record 21 Jun 1917

Admitted to 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield

Military Record 30 Jun 1917

Discharged from hospital and began staff duty at the hospital, Harefield.

Military Record 14 to 28 Aug 1917

Took furlough 

Military Record 19 Nov 1917

Detached from Duty at the 1st A. A. Hospital and sent to Weymouth pending return to Australia

Military Record 21 Dec 1917

L-Cpl returned to Australia per “A34, Persic” from England, on duty as nursing staff.

Military Record 12 Feb 1918

Disembarked Melbourne

Bacchus Marsh Express 23 Feb 1918

SATURDAY, February 23,- 1918. Soldiers' Welcome Home on Monday evening next, 25th inst., at the Mechanics' Institute, Bacchus Marsh. Public invited to attend, also all returned men. The following have recently returned, and expected to be present: C. Bastow, J. A. Connor, A. Wand, A: Gladman, R. Moore, B Croton, D. Ross, Jas. McGregor, Jas. O'Leary. 

Military Record 19 Mar 1918

Discharged from AIF

Bacchus Marsh Express 15 Jun 1918

On Monday last a very enjoyable social evening was tendered by members of the Bacchus Marsh Presbyterian Church to Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Connor, who are removing to Rathscar. The platform was tastefully decorated with the A.N.A. Flags, in honor of Mr. Connor, who had recently returned from the Front, after doing his part in the Great War. Musical items were given during the evening by Mr. Shaw, Miss Evans, Miss S---   Rev. R. Williams. Miss Alma Hodgson acted as accompanist,  making the presentation to Mr. and Mrs. Connor of a handsome silver dish cover and a travelling case. B. Williams referred to the content and loyal support rendered the church by Mrs. Connor in the choir, Mr. Connor as Treasurer and a member of the choir, also the good citizenship of Mr. Connor his association with various loyal institutions. In extending to them best wishes of the congregation, the Rev. gentleman expressed the hope that they would meet with the success which Mr. Connor, as a returned soldier, so well deserved. The toast of Mr. and Mrs. Connor was honored by all singing 'for they are jolly good fellows". Messrs J. Wills, H. M. Hodgson, H. Campbell and Jas. Reddrop, also referred in complimentary terms of the guests of the evening, and extended their good wishes. Mr. Connor responded, and thanked the members for their handsome presents and the good wishes accompanying them. After refreshments had been handed round, all joined in singing "Auld Lang Syne" and the National Anthem. 

Bacchus Marsh Express 6 Jul 1918

Mrs. T. J. Connor,- who died suddenly on 2nd ult., removes another venerable colonist of over 60 years. She was born at Reading, England, and was in her 81st year at the time of her death, which occurred at Rathscar, where she and her husband removed from Bacchus Marsh on the enlistment of their son. Besides Mr. Connor (to whom all friends extend sympathy) there is a grown-up family of two sons and two daughters--Mr. B. G. Connor (Brighton); Mr. J. A. Connor (just returned. from Active Service), Mrs. J. H. Petch (London, a good friend to local soldiers), and Mrs. S. MacConnell (Rathscar). The funeral   took place at the Maddingley cemetery on Tuesday, 25th ult., at which Rev. B. Williams officiated. 

Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1919

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Grampians

	Subdistrict:
	Avoca

	Address:
	Rathscar

	Occupation:
	Farmer

	Residing with:
	Elizabeth Jane Connor (hd), Thomas James Connor (retired teacher)


Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1919

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Corio

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Elizabeth Jane Connor (hd)


Military Record 24 Sep 1921

Received the 1914/15 Star and British War Medal (no 50294)

The Argus 19 Feb 1922

At the annual meeting of the Bacchus Marsh branch of the R.S.S.I.L.A., Captain   P. J. Vallence was elected president for the   seventh consecutive year. The Rev. R.W. McLean and Messrs. J. A. Connor and W. Edgerton were elected - vice-president; A. Willis secretary; J. A. Connor, treasurer; Mr. Howard Lampe and Mr. E. C. O'Brien, auditor. 

Military Record 28 Aug 1923

Received Victory medal (No 49329). Address Stamford Hill, Bacchus Marsh, Vic.

Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1924

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Ballaarat

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Elizabeth Jane Connor (hd)


Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records 1841-1925  File 197/270
Last Will of T.J. Connor dated 11 Mar 1924
I  Thomas James Connor of Rathscar in the State of Victoria Retired School Teacher declare this to be my last Will and Testament

1. I appoint my son-in-law Samuel McConnell of Rathscar Farmer to be executor and trustee of this my Will

2. I bequeath a legacy of twenty pounds to my sister Florence Marie Ferres

3. After payment of all my just debts funeral and testamentary expenses and the Probate and Estate duties payable on my estate I direct my executor to stand possessed of the residue of my Estate upon trust to divide the same into nine equal shares and to dispose of the shares as follows:-

Two shares to my son Barclay George Connor

Three shares to my son James Arthur Connor
Two shares to my daughter Adela Elizabeth Petch

Two shares to my daughter Emily Sylvia McConnell

4. I hereby revoke all former Wills heretofore made by me.

In Witness whereof  I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of March One thousand nine hundred and twenty four

Witnesses; G.E. Garde Medical practitioner Maryborough and H.F. Heaton

The Argus 27 Mar 1924

GRANT --On the 26th March at Millbank Bacchus  Marsh, William beloved husband of Betsy Grant and father of W.P.A.J., Bessie (Mrs. Arthur Connor), Alice, R.T.H.S., and Morton aged  74. 

The Argus 12 Jul 1924

CONNOR.-On the 10th July, at the residence of his son-in-law Mr S. McConnell, Rathscar. Thomas James, loved father of Addie (Mrs. J. H. Petch, England), Sylvia (Mrs. S. McConnell. Rathscar), Edie (deceased), Barclay (Sandringham), and Arthur (Bacchus Marsh), aged 84 years and 5 months.
CONNOR.-On the 10th July, at the residence of his son-in-law, S. McConnell, Rathscar, Thomas James, loving father of Addie (England),  Sylvie (Mrs. McConnell), Barclay, and Arthur, late head master State School 583 South Yarra, aged 84 years.  Sweet rest
CONNOR-On the 10th July, at the residence of his son-in-law, at Mattescar, Thomas    James (late of Education department), loving father of Adeline (Mrs. Petch, England), Emily Sylvia (Mrs. McConnell, Mattescar), Barclay George (Sandringham), and James Arthur (Bacchus March). 

The Argus 16 May 1925

FURNITURE VAN, single seated Buggy, Jinker   good order. J. A. Connor, Bacchus Marsh      

Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1931

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Ballaarat

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Elizabeth Jane Connor (hd)


The Argus 31 Jan 1933

BACCHUS MARSH -The annual report of the Bacchus Marsh branch of the Returned Soldiers' League reveals a membership of 52, which is the highest' total since 1920, and represents 73 per cent of the returned soldiers in the district. The operation of the benevolent fund during 1932 resulted in £69 being distributed for relief or distress among ex soldiers and their dependents. Six local cases were assisted, but the greatest problem   was the number of returned soldiers carrying a swag into the country in search of work. Cases of this kind numbered 114 for the last year, and 61 separate units of the AIF were represented, together with Imperial, New Zealand, South African, and Canadian soldiers. The branch still has in hand £108 for relief purposes. Officers elected were - Mr. J. A. Connor, president, Messrs K. Brumley and R. C. Young, vice presidents, Mr. P. Boswell, treasurer, Mr. A. R. Willis, secretary Messrs T S Charlton, H. A. Condon, W. Gibbons, I Bussell, and D. S. Willis, committee.

The Argus 10 Nov 1934

CONNOR -On the 9th November at her residence, Stamford Hill, Bacchus Marsh, Bessie,  the beloved and loving wife of  J. A. Connor loving mother of Peggy and Winnie. 

CONNOR - The Friends of Mr. J. A. CONNOR are respectfully informed that the funeral of his beloved wife Bessie will leave his residence Stamford Hill Bacchus Marsh THIS DAY (Saturday 10th November), at 3 30 pm for the Maddingley Cemetery.
The Argus 13 Nov 1934

CONNOR.-On the 9th November at Stamford Hill, Bacchus Marsh, Bessie, loved elder daughter of Mrs. and the late William Grant, Millbank, Bacchus Marsh. 

The Argus 7 Dec 1934

AFTER the expiration of fourteen days from the publication hereof, application will be made to   the Supreme Court of the State of Victoria in Its Probate Jurisdiction that PROBATE of the LAST WILL (bearing date the tenth day of August 1933) of ELIZABETH JANE CONNOR, late of Bacchus Marsh In the said State, married woman, deceased, may be granted to James Arthur Connor of Bacchus Marsh aforesaid, general carrier, the sole executor named In and appointed by the said will.
Dated the seventh day of December 1934. PEARCE and WEBSTER 101 Queen street Melbourne, proctors for the applicant. 

The Argus 15 Jan 1935

BACCHUS MARSH. — At the annual meeting of the Bacchus Marsh sub-branch of the   RSSILA the following office bearers were elected: - President Mr. A D Miles; vice presidents, Messrs A E Ford and G A Cameron; honorary treasurer, Mr. J A Connor; 

Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1931

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Ballaarat

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	-


The Argus 20 Jan 1936

BACCHUS MARSH. -Officers elected at the annual meeting of Bacchus Marsh branch of the Returned Soldiers League: G A Cameron president; Messrs J S Lister A R Willis and J H Rimmer vice presidents; Mr. A Holliday secretary; Mr. J A Connor treasurer; 

The Argus 29 Feb 1936

GRANT - On the 28th February at Millbank, Bacchus Marsh, Betsy, loving wife of     the late William Grant, loving mother of William P (deceased), Albert J., Elizabeth (Mrs. J A Connor, deceased) Alice, Jessie (deceased) Thomas R., Harry S. and Morton (deceased). 

GRANT.-The Friends of the late Mrs. WILLIAM GRANT are Invited to follow her remains to the place of Interment, Maddingley Cemetery. The funeral will leave her late residence. Millbank, Bacchus Marsh, THIS DAY (Saturday, February 29), at 3 pm. 

The Argus 6 May 1936

MOTOR TRANSPORT. Licences Approved.  Executive Council Decisions
On the recommendation of the Transport Board the Governor in Council approved yesterday the granting of 68 applications for commercial passenger and goods vehicle licences and confirmed the rejection of 85 applications and the revocation of seven licences.
Applications for commercial passenger vehicle licences granted were:-  
.......... J A Connor, radius six miles Bacchus Marsh railway station: A U       
National Archives of Australia – Military Records

James Arthur Connor 1942 enlistment record 

Marriage: Sept 1936 to Miriam Louise

Suzanne Collings pers. comm.

Arthur and Miriam married 22 Sep 1936
Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1937

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Ballaarat

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Miriam Louise Connor


The Argus 15 May 1937

£ 52 for Test Match   Cricket Slump  
BACCHUS MARSH. - A cricket  stump used in the fifth Test match and taken possession of by W. A. Oldfield, the Australian wicket-keeper, was presented by him to the Bacchus Marsh sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers' League. The stump was autographed by players of both teams. The branch In disposing of the stump realised £52, which will be devoted to the relief of distress among returned soldiers. The owner of the stump is Mr J. A. Connor, of Bacchus Marsh.      

The Argus 18 Jan 1938

BACCHUS MARSH.- At the annual meeting of the Bacchus Marsh sub-branch of the Re- turned Soldiers' League the following officers were elected:- Mr. W. Clarke, President; Messrs. E. Cock. K. Moore, and W. Gibbons, vice-presidents; Mr. J. A. Connor treasurer;

The Argus 30 Jan 1939

PETCH.- On the 11th January at London   Adela, eldest daughter of the late T J and E Connor, loving sister of Sylvia, Barclay and Arthur.
Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1942

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Ballaarat

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Miriam Louise Connor


National Archives of Australia – Military Records

James Arthur Connor enlisted in the Australian Army on 4 Jun 1942 at Bacchus Marsh.

Number:

V361375. 

Born at:


South Yarra Victoria

DOB:


10 May 1881 [Actually 10 May 1880]
Age:


60y 6 mths [Understated by a year]

Trade:


Carrier

Address (hm & bus):
Stamford Hill Bacchus Marsh (Tel 19)

Marital Status:

Married

Marriage date:

Sept 1936

NOK:


Miriam Louise Connor, Bacchus Marsh. Wife.

Previous service:
21st Bn A.I.F. Discharged medically unfit. (Loss of left eye)
Wounded:

21 Mar 1917, Bullecourt

Height: 5ft 5in.  Weight: 152lbs. Blood Pressure 165/97. Fair complexion, Greying hair, Blue eyes.
Religion:

Presbyterian

Education:

Secondary School Merit Cert.

Unit:


20th Battalion Volunteer Defence Corps. Part Time Duty

11 Nov 1942

Promoted Acting W.O. 2

24 May 1945

Promoted to W.O. 2

24 Aug 1945

Discharged (Cert 41852)

Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1949

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Lalor

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Miriam Louise Connor


Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1954

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Lalor

	Subdistrict:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Address:
	Main street, Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	Ironmonger

	Residing with:
	Miriam Louise Connor


2 Sep 1957 Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records, File 527/091

James Arthur Connor, general carrier of 80 Stamford Hill, Bacchus Marsh made his Will, appointing his wife Miriam Louise Connor as his executrix and leaving cash to his daughters Margaret Louise, Suzanne Elean and Jennifer Elizabeth Connor, and the rest to his wife Miriam Louise Connor.
Australia Death Index 1787-1985 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James Arthur Connor

	Death Place:
	Melton, Victoria [Bacchus Marsh see below]

	Age:
	75

	Father’s Name:
	Thomas

	Mother’s Name:
	Emily Gibbons

	Registration Year:
	1958 [27 Feb]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	20039

	Estimated Birth Year:
	abt 1883


Suzanne Collings pers. comm.

According to Suzanne, James died at the Stamford Hill house in Bacchus Marsh. He is buried at Maddingley Cemetery, Bacchus Marsh, along with his two wives, but there is also an ADF plaque commemorating him at the Springvale Cemetery, Melbourne.
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Gravestone in Maddingley Cemetery, Bacchus Marsh (photo courtesy Suzanne Collings)
Apr 1958 Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records, File 527/091

Probate granted

Victoria Australia Wills and Probate Records, 1841-2009 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	James A Connor

	Death Date:
	27 Feb 1958

	Death Place:
	Bacchus Marsh

	Occupation:
	General Carrier

	Grant Date:
	14 May 1958


Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour
http://www.bacchusmarsh.avenueofhonour.org.au/people.php?personId=_14330659&submit=display&menu=0&num=106&searchName=

Lance Corporal James Arthur Connor
Service No.: 5309

Unit: 21st Battalion

Tree No.: S062

Planted by: Mrs H M Hodgson
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James was born in South Yarra, VIC, on the 10th of May 1881, to Thomas James Connor and Emily Gibbons. He was married to Bessie (maiden name unknown).

James was living in Bacchus Marsh, VIC and working as an ironmonger when he enlisted in the AIF, 14th Reinforcements, 21st Battalion, on the 8th of March 1916, aged nearly 36. He embarked aboard the HMAT A32 Themistocles in June, disembarking at Plymouth, England, in September.

In December 1916 James joined the 21st Battalion in France. Later that month he spent nearly two months in hospital -reason unknown - rejoining his unit in early February 1917. James was promoted to Lance Corporal in March just before he was wounded in action. He was admitted to hospital in Rouen, France before being transferred to hospital in England in April - gunshot wound to the left eye. In June he was attached for Duty with the 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital - Harefield Park - until being detached from that duty in November, pending return to Australia. James embarked for Australia aboard the HMAT A34 Persic in December, arriving back in Australia in February 1918. He was discharged from the AIF in March 1918.

James Connor enlisted in the Australian Army in 1942 - V361375. He was discharged in 1945 with the rank of Warrant Officer Class 2 in the 20th Battalion Volunteer Defence Corps.

James died at Melton, VIC, in 1958, aged 75.

He is listed on the Roll of Honour for Bacchus Marsh, held by the RSL at Bacchus Marsh.

Notes

1. He was promoted to Lance Corporal in early 1917. 

2. The WW2 information needs to be confirmed. NOK was Miriam Conner. 
Born 10/5/1881 but indexes of BDM shows 1880.

Location of Tree Number S062 [map/satellite photo here]

April 2012; Search of National Library Trove database for references to ‘Connor’ or ‘Conner’ in Tas, NSW and Vic newspapers between 1840 and 1954 by A. Connor

