HENRY ARCHER DENHAM (1838-1916)

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Birth Date:
	21 Sep 1838

	Father's Name:
	James Amos Denham

	Mother's Name:
	Catherine Denham

	Birth Place:
	Tasmania

	Registration Year:
	1838

	Registration Place:
	Launceston, Tasmania

	Registration number:
	8857


Florence Marie Connor’s birthday calendar

Henry A Denham 21st October [different from above]
Gippsland Guardian 29 May 1868

ROSEDALE COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS.
Thursday, May 28.
(Before W. H. Foster, Esq., P.M., and J. P. Turnbull. Esq.. J.P.)
Denham v. Kennedy.—The plaintiff sent a telegram to the magistrate saying he was unable to attend. There was a cross summons of Kennedy v. Denham, claim for £5 for wages. Kennedy being present the bench heard his evidence, to the effect that he had worked for six weeks at £1 a week, and that when he asked for his money the plaintiff used insulting and threatening language. Payment ordered. Costs, 32s. 6d. Had Denham sent a medical certificate his case would have been postponed. The other case was postponed till next court day.
Gippsland Times 24 Jan 1871

LEGAL INTELLIGENCE. ~WARDEN'S COURT, SALE. MONDAY, JANUARY 23. (Before W. H. Foster, Esq., Warden.) GRIFFITH GRIFFITHS AND OTHERS V. JOHN GIBSON AND OTHERS. Encroachment on claim at Stockyard Creek, for removal and recovery of L50 damages. Mr. Patten for complainants; Mr. Bushe for defendants. The following evidence was taken: Griffith Griffiths sworn : In April last I took up a prospecting claim by virtue of the miner's right produced, a prospecting claim, 800 x 100. It was a creek prospecting claim, and I produce the registration ticket; my partners also held miners' rights. On same day Amey and others took up a claim adjoining (registration ticket produced). These claims then amalgamated, (ticket produced). In December we ceased to work, on suspension order produced, and during the period covered by that order defendants came upon the ground. I saw them at work there, sinking a shaft. They were on the second claim taken up, (the bank sluicing claim). Our shaft on this ground was under 40 feet. defendants had attained a depth of 6 or 7 feet. I served the summons in this case ; since then had a conversation with one of the defendants named Wilson, who proposed a settlement of the matter in dispute ; he, however, refused to go off. The sketch produced shows correctly the position, of our claim. There is no surveyor down there. Cross-examined by Mr. Bushe: The   nearest goldfield is forty miles from the prospecting claim. Both the prospecting and the bank sluicing claims follow the course of the creek. I did not mark off the bank sluicing claim ; Palmer showed me the pegs   thereof. We got work suspended for the purpose of getting up machinery. In April last the pegs were on the claim, but at that time no work was done on the bank sluicing   claim. Would not swear that more ground was not comprised within the four pegs than 150 yards X 100. There were three or four   months work done on the claim before we applied for the suspension order, and six men were employed. We had sunk six shafts since we registered the claim in April last, and besides that we had been working in the river. Never stepped the bank sluicing claim, but registered it for 150 yards. The defendant had occupied the south-west   part of it; and excising from the ground the portion encroached upon, would not swear that myself and party have not still left 150 yards. I know Thatcher's claim, near to ours; the sinking there is about 40 feet. The average sinking is under that of the shafts sunk by our party, only one is on the bank sluicing claim and is 27 feet ; six or seven on the prospecting claim vary from 16 to 17 feet in depth. John Richards: I am a partner with the last witness in the " Great Uncertainty" claim at Stockyard Creek, Corner Inlet, and know that our bank sluicing claim measures 150 by 100 yards. I assisted to sink a shaft upon it which is 37 feet in depth. I have sunk several shafts on the creek claim; these are of an average depth of 12 to 18 feet. Sometimes the rock showed a foot or two from the surface. The greatest depth at which we reached the rock in our claim was 37 feet. I went away to get a pump in Melbourne, and found on my return. last Wednesday week that defendants were on the ground, and in possession of half the bank sluicing claim. We had never abandoned the ground, and our men had been working every day since April last, and occasionally at night. The average depth of shafts about the bank sluicing claim would be about 25 feet. A party known as the Big Log have a shaft down about 50- feet;   Raynor's shaft, also near our claim, is down about 29 feet. Cross-examined by Mr. Bushe: When we applied for the suspension order I made the necessary declaration before Mr. Branford. The reason that we applied was that we wanted a pump. It was not solely for the sake of the holiday that we went to Melbourne. We wanted the pump, and another of the party wanted to get married-(laughter). Quartz leaders are running through the ground, but we take no notice of these in searching for alluvial gold. The defendants were in possession when we returned on 11th Jan. This was complainant's case. Mr. Bushe addressed the court for defendants, and called Peter Wilson : I am one of the defendants. The sketch produced shows the ground in dispute. I should give the average depth of the claims at Stockyard Creek as quite 45 feet. The Big Log party's shaft is 55 feet deep: The complainant's bank sluicing claim measures 467 feet one way, and the other boundaries are shorter than 100 yards. No work has been done for some time on the bank sluicing claim,  only on the prospecting claim. Cross-examined : I know the pegs of the complainants' Bank sluicing claim. We have taken up three men's ground. Told the plaintiffs on their return that they had more than they were entitled to. It was nearly a month since they suspended work. Taking off the ground we marked off, the plaintiffs would   still have left them an ordinary claim and   17 feet more than they are entitled to. I   went on to the ground on 27th December   I don't know the exact extent of the ground   we have taken up.   George Gardner, sworn: I know the depth of the Big Log claim ; it is 55 feet from surface to bottom, and 60 feet from the log. The water in the Bank sluicing claim was gaining on them very fast; therefore they left it to get a pump. This was defendant's case. Decision with held till 5 p.m. APPLICATION TO WARDEN. DENHAM AND OTHERS V. GRIFFITHS AND   OTHERS. H. A. Denham, a miner and holder of a   miner's right, and whose partners also held miner's rights, applied to be placed in possession of four men's ground of the block known as the Bank sluicing claim; occupied  by the plaintiffs in the last case, on the ground that the land is not such as would be tenable lawfully as a bank sluicing claim. He stated: I am acquainted with the depth of the shafts in the vicinity of the ground in dispute, and consider the average depth of the same to be over 40 feet. From Raynor's shaft in the direction of the disputed ground, there is a dip of two and a half feet. Cross-examined : We wish to obtain the northern part of the defendant's Bank Sluicing claim. This was complainant's case. John Richards. sworn : I am one of the defendants, and know the ground claimed   by applicant. Three claims immediately   join that ground ; in one claim a shaft has   been sunk to a depth of 29 feet in another to a depth of about 50 feet, in the third the shafts vary in depth from 10 to 15 feet. There is a well at the bottom of the Big Log company's claim. I was told by this party that to the bed rock it was about 50 feet from the surface. Cross-examined: I did not see any notice   on the ground in dispute as to present application. There may have been such a notice, but I did not see it. I know a shaft sunk by one Stuart and others, and believe it to have been bottomed at about 33 feet. This was-applicants' case. Decisions withheld for half an hour. DECISIONS. On the Court being re-opened the Warden delivered his decision in the first case. He said that when such large areas were allowed under special circumstances, it was of importance that the privilege should be strictly confined to the occupation of ground of the class contemplated by the bye-laws. Generally there appeared to be some doubt as to the depth of the sinking in the land claimed by complainants in this case, but what little direct and conclusive evidence he had before him was to the contrary. In some cases it had been proved that the vicinity of the gold is deeper, but the only proof of the depth of the block itself was to the effect that its depth is within the limit allowed. As against this, he could not adjudge the claim in dispute to be over 40 feet sinking, but supposing he did so this would not place defendants in any better position. They were trespassers. In proof of this he (the warden) read the case in point of McFarland. Again, at time of occupation, the suspension order was in force, and he did not see any wilful misrepresentation of facts in that; the recess allowed by the bye-laws had been infringed. It had been stated that, if it were proved that the complainants held an excessive area, defendants were entitled to the surplus. The nature of the present proceedings would not justify such an order, let the merits of the case be what they might. Verdict for plaintiffs, costs L 10 6s 6d. Regarding the second case (the application) the Warden said the grounds of application were that defendant held a larger area than 40 feet. Though doubtful, this was not proved. The suspension order had not expired, and the question arose, Could the Warden go behind the same, except for the purpose of discovering wilful misrepresentation of facts, or for proving defendants had not resumed work at the expiration of the order. However, generally he would refuse the application for the reason that there was not sufficient proof as to depth of ground being greater than fixed by the bye-law applying to the case. Costs to defendants, L2 6s.
The Argus 19 Jun 1873

MARRIAGES: DENHAM—CONNOR.—On the 22nd ult., at St. Luke's  Church, Alberton, by the Rev. W. Clarke Hose, Henry Archer, only son of the late James Amos Denham, Esq., Launceston, Tasmania, to Cornelia Anne, second daughter of Thomas James Connor, Esq., Alberton, South Gippsland. 

Australia Marriage Index 1788-1950 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Cornelia Anne Connor

	Spouse Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Marriage Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1873 [22 May]

	Registration number:
	1340


Florence Marie Connor’s wedding anniversary calendar

Denham and Cornelia May 22nd 1873.

Gippsland Times 4 Oct 1873

PALMERSTON COUNTY COURT. September 25. (Before His Honor Judge Bindon). ........................ W. Casbolt and Co. v. H. A. Denham. Dishonored cheque, £11 15s. Judgment, £10 15s ; costs, £1 13s. 

Gippsland Times 29 Dec 1874

LANDS AVAILABLE FOR SELECTION. (From Friday's Gazette.) The following applications for licenses for land under the Land Act 1869, not having been completed by the several applicants owing to non-payment of survey fees, are hereby declared as abandoned, and the lands referred to will be available for selection on and after nine o'clock a.m. on the 8th January 1875, subject to such public or other objections as may be recorded on the plans of the department deposited at the several District offices. 

SECTION 19. Name. Parish. H. A. Denham, Alberton W.... 130a 0r 0p 

Gippsland Times 26 Jan 1875

FRIDAY'S GAZETTE. H. C. Staveley, Esq., has been appointed clerk of' the peace and chief clerk of the Court of Insolvency for the Eastern Bailiwick, and J.M. Allan, Esq., a justice of the peace for the Eastern Bailiwick.   Mr. John Connor has been appointed clerk of petty sessions at Foster during the absence of Mr. Sandilands.-Elizabeth Rice will act as deputy registrar of births and deaths at Cowwar during the absence of J. McCarthy on leave.—Mr. Gustav Schneider has been appointed a member of the board of advice for the school district of the east riding of the Bairnsdale Shire, vice Mr. C. Seehusen, resigned - The Post-office at the Morwell has been re-opened. The Bairnsdale and Toongabbie runs in the North Gippsland district have been declared forfeited.
The following applications for licenses under section 19 have not been granted: -Henry A. Denham, Alberton, and Simon Kelly, Nuntin.
Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Henry James Denham

	Father's Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Mother's Name:
	Cornelia Anne Connor

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1874 [28 Jun]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	6410


Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	George Hamilton Denham

	Father's Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Mother's Name:
	Cornelia Anne Connor

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1875 [19 Sep]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	13407


 Australia Death Index 1787-1985 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Cornelia Ann Denham

	Death Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Age:
	36

	Father's Name:
	James Thomas

	Mother's Name:
	Anne Peake

	Registration Year:
	1883 [5 Feb]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	542

	Estimated Birth Year:
	abt 1847


 Gippsland Standard 8 Feb 1883

Cornelia Ann Denham, daughter of Thomas James Connor.

[from an incomplete newspaper cutting]

IN MEMORIAM

After a lengthened and painful illness extending over several weeks, a lady who was well known and well thought of by a large circle of family and friends passed away quietly on Monday morning last at the relatively early age of thirty-six.

The subject of the present note is the wife of Mr. H. Denham and daughter of the late Mr. T.J. Connor of Seabank, the latter of whom was buried in the Alberton Cemetery in June 1881, leaving a widow and grown up sons and daughters ---- his loss. As a daughter and a mother, the vacancy in the f---- ---- at Seabank, caused by the d---- ---- Denham can know no filling ---- ---- sufferings occasioned by ratl---- --- attacks of illness, of a wa---- ---- prepared her relatives for  ---- and the patient herself at ---- to view the near approach of death as the light of a welcome termination to her troubles so far as she was individually concerned. By her death, however, little boys -----

Launceston Examiner 26 Feb 1883

DENHAM.-On 5th February, at her mother's residence, Seabank, Port Albert, Victoria, Cornelia Ann, the beloved wife of H. A. Denham, and second daughter of the late Thomas J. Connor, after a long and painful illness, aged 36 years.
Gippsland Standard 8 Nov 1883

Mr (HA) Denham subscribed 4/- towards school prize purchase fund.

Gippsland Times 31 Aug 1885

PALMERSTON LAND BOARD. (By Electric Teleraplh.) SATURDAY, AUG. 29.   (Before Messrs Watson and Duncan.) .......

19. Hy. A. Denham, 184a 5r 28p, Toora, west of J. D. Ferres.-Recommended. 

20. John D. Ferres, 319a 3r 20p, Toora, west of E. Ferres.--Recommended. 

Gippsland Times 6 May 1887

ALBERTON SHIRE COUNCIL. WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH.   (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) Present: Cr. Walpole, (president), Ore, Burrows, Bodman, Bland, Buckley, Christensen, Gray and Nicol. 

1 CORRESPONDENCE. ........ From H. Denham, calling attention to the bad state of the road, commencing at T. Gregory's corner on Foster road. Engineer to report. 

Gippsland Standard 8 Jun 1888

Mr HA Denham was convenor of a public meeting at Welshpool regarding the railway station site.

Gippsland Standard 6 Jun 1888

HA Denham published a letter re the Binginwarri road

Gippsland Standard 24 Apr 1889

At the Yarram Police Court, P Dougherty & Co vs HA Denham re payment for timber supplied.

Yarram Chronicle 7 Jun 1889

HA Denham, Secretary, Welshpool Church of England Building Fund

Gippsland Standard 12 oct 1889

HA Denham was Convenor, Cricket, Tennis and Quoit Club for Granite Bar, Wonyip and Binginwarrie.

Gippsland Times 13 Nov 1889

WELSHPOOL, -The annual meeting of the Welshpool jetty and railway extension league has just been held, and the members must have been pleasantly surprised at the very satisfactory report of the year's proceedings submitted by the committee. The meeting was very enthusiastic throughout, and as the members     seem determined to throw an even extra amount of energy into the work this year, last year's successes should speedily be   followed by others. Mr. J. F. Salmon was elected president, Mr S. Slade, vice president, Mr. B. Balmer, hon. sec., and Messrs   Gregory, Denham, C. Christensen, N. Christensen, Bird, Moran, Coram, and   Saunders committee. 

Gippsland Times 4 Jun 1890

THE DINGO NUISANCE IN SOUTH GIPPSLAND. A numerously attended meeting was held at Yeomans' Railway Hotel, Toora; last week, to take into consideration the rapid increase of the dingo in the district. Mr. B. Richards, J.P., was voted to the chair. The Chairman stated that he was sorry that the meeting was not more largely attended. He thought that every selector was interested in the suppression of the dingo. Not only was it becoming impossible to raise on account of the ravages of this pest,. but their children were endangered by the ferocity of these brutes; even grown up persons were not safe from their attacks. Mr. Murray, of the Tarwin plains, had been beset by them, and as they had seen by the press; his youngest son, although on horse back, was recently set upon by a pack of wild dogs. ............

 Mr. Denham supported the resolution. He had had great experience with the dingo, and he suggested a systematic poisoning. He had seen it tried on the northern plains, and had so successfully destroyed them.   Mr. Middleton thought that Mr. Denham's plan would not answer in this district. They had tried to poison, and yet they came again. He thought nothing could be done so long as so large a trait of country was preserved for their special use. 

Gippsland Times 2 Feb 1891

ALBERTON SHIRE COUNCIL TARRAVILLE, WEDNESDAY, JAN. 28. Present: Crs. D. T. M'Kenzie (chairs, T. Burrows, Jas. Buckley, T. N. Gray, B. Hobson, A. G. -Gellion, Jones and R. W. Walpole. MOTIONS. The following were carried : 

Moved by Cr. Gray, seconded by Cr. Jones, "That, with reference to requests preferred by deputation from Welshpool (Messrs Denham, Stanley and others) received to-day, the Secretary be instructed to prepare a form to be forwarded to the holdlers of land on the surveyed line of road from Hackwell's corner to Binginwarrie road, requesting them to state in writing and signed form the amount they each are willing to take for the land included in such road, and such other conditions (if any) they wish to make. That on receipt of replies to their request the secretary (assisted by the overseer) prepare a statement showing about the area required from each holding and an approximate estimate of the expense of clearing and fencing, such statement if possible to be laid before next meeting." 

Gippsland Standard 25 Apr 1891

HA Denham, farmer, Wonyip, made submission at a hearing of the Railway Committee in South Gippsland

Gippsland Standard 16 Mar 1892

HA Denham of Wonyip submitted a letter regarding the California thistle

South Gippsland Chronicle 11 Apr 1893

Goods arrived for HA Denham aboard steamer ‘Despatch’

Gippsland Standard 24 May 1893

HA Denham of Wonyip submitted a letter regarding growing ‘Five Crown Pippin’ apples

Gippsland Standard 17 Apr 1895

HA Denham’s horse ‘Juno’ at West Alberton Turf Club meeting

Gippsland Standard 20 Nov 1896

Letter by JW Hamilton of Yarram published in  reply to HA Denham’s regarding  cream separating.

Gippsland Standard 27 Nov 1896

HA Denham of Welshpool; counter reply to above from Hamilton

Gippsland Standard 11 Feb 1898

HA Denham suffered significant losses in a bushfire

Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1903

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Flinders

	Subdistrict:
	Welshpool

	Address:
	Binginwarrie

	Occupation:
	Grazier

	Residing with:
	-


Western Mail Perth 29 Apr 1905 and West Aust. 24 Apr 1905

Shipping News

Apr 22. Kyarra S.S. 6796 tons from Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. Passengers..........H. A. Denham
West Aust 6 Jun 1905

RAISING REVENUE. To the Editor. Sir,- Mr. W. Lofman in the "West Australian" of the 25th May calls attention to a scheme for paying for public works, well worthy of serious attention from the Treasurer of this State. Mr. Lofman quotes the ex ample of the State of New Jersey in issuing State notes for the erection of a market, a reproductive work. The scheme was that the State -issued ordinary "greenbacks," or notes in paying for all the labour and material pro curable within the State itself, and there is no valid reason why our Treasurer should not have the powers conferred on him by Parliament for the same purpose. Are not Treasury bonds issued in times of stress, bearing interest? Why should they bear interest? Are not these Treasury bonds issued on the credit of the State? What difference is there actually and practically, if instead of bonds bearing interest to be redeemed after a fixed term, notes from £1 upwards were is sued, not bearing interest any more than ordinary bank notes do at present? Always providing that Parliament limits the amount to be issued in payment of works sanctioned by Parliament, undoubtedly the practical use of our Upper House would be emphasised if such a scheme were brought forward, because we should need the steadying influence that House, constituted as it is, has on chance factions, or impulsive legislation. If (and there should be no doubt on that point in the minds of all reasonable men acquainted with the vast possibilities of this State) the credit of the State is equal to borrowing from abroad millions of money for which millions of interest must eventually be disbursed without perceptibly decreasing the liability, as a large proportion of this loan money was paid in wages and for material within the State, would it not have been better to issue our own State notes and save the interest and heavy charges of loan floating? As to the objection that might be urged that the notes would have no value outside of the State, are there any bank notes in any State of the Commonwealth not subject to serious discount when negotiated in any other State? There is no call for trying to pass them outside our own State any more than that of the proprietary banks' paper. Let us take one most imperative work of the many foreshadowed in the Premier's policy speech-a dock (and that it should he a properly equipped graving dock of sufficient dimensions to dock the largest battle ship afloat is beyond argument) costing, say, £450,000, something like £400,000 would be for labour and State material, so that even if so much as £50,000 had to be sent out of the State for material the cost of the loan would he (supposing it were at 4 per cent. debentures, the costs amount at least to 1 per cent.) £2,500. as against £22,500 if the whole amount were from loan moneys. The difference--£20,000 per annum-would be for several years, putting the matter plainly, thus: £450,000 at 5 per cent. for 20 years, £450,000 interest; redemption at par, £450,000; total, £900.000. Less £50,000 at 5 per cent. for 20 years. £50,000: redemption at par, £50,000; £400,000 Treasury notes-bearing no interest." £4060,000-£50000. ferce profit. £400,000. 'is fhows"" that one of the least "reirierative,'?' but most imperative progressive works   would be constructed for little more than half the cost under the antiquated loan system at present in use.  Where is the risk any more than in that statesman-like institution theo;1, Agricultural lljnk iyh ? clpjtal and operations are limited by Parliament? If our Parliaments are entrusted with borrowing millions for works outside the State, surely they can so borrow locally by issuing notes payable one demand. The notes should be a first charge on  the revenue; and a certain. amount retired annually. For such work the Parliament could authorise as it came before them the amount of note issue per annum till the work was completed. The Daglish octop's":, ' of public works proposed, it even if the money were available, would entail disaster on te. Jabour. ,classes..sf. rush?ltd 't to completion, like in the Eastern States. Therefore too much or 'npay ,'< works should not be undertaken at once, but these matters are only incidental to the initiation of a cheaper and more accessible system of obtaining money for. s6 :iiii ii iblib 'works' .' as the xigernciesrof '.odejdoelignint of the State demand. It is not argument against, the triit.'of sadfei a scheme that none of the 'other' States have tried it. Why should this most recently developed State follow out slavishly antiquated notions? " We should lead in this as, in so many other directions. That splendid statesman like goldfields water scheme was not copied from any other State and, gold or no gold, that scheme is a permanently beneficial one to this State. -In the Eastern States ridicule and prophesy of disaster accompanied the construction of that greatest and most utilitarian work ever undertaken by any State Government. They are now preparing to follow the example set. The notes would require to be paid, a legal tender in the State.--Yours etc. .............HENRY DENHAM   Perth, May 26 [Not sure if this is HA or HJ Denham]
Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1906

	State:
	Western Australia

	District:
	Perth

	Subdistrict:
	Perth

	Address:
	93 Hay street

	Occupation:
	Journalist

	Residing with:
	-


Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1906

	State:
	Western Australia

	District:
	Swan

	Subdistrict:
	Upper Swan

	Address:
	

	Occupation:
	Farmer

	Residing with:
	George Hamilton Denham, Helena Annie Denham, Henry James Denham


West Australian 9 Jun 1909

LAND SELECTORS' RENTS. 

To the Editor. Sir,--Throughout the length and breadth of this vast State, wherever Mr. Hopkins's letter on selectors' rents and deferred payments is read, there can be but one feeling, and that is here at least is a member of Parliament who has a true grip of the present situation. I read the letter during my breakfast time, and that passage about the poor selector's wife who could not give a caller tea spoiled my appetite completely, as it brought back vividly the circum stances of many of the now well-to-do South Gippslanders, and my own experiences were similar. I had to seek shelter at a selector's camp in the Poowong. district owing to my horse going lame while on a trip in the interests of a Melbourne journal, and the good wife apologised for not having any sugar for the tea because every penny of money had been scraped up to pay the rent, £1 per annum, then in Victoria, and the little they had was being saved for the baby's food. I felt as I did this morning real bad till I got to the township, when I managed to interest the storekeeper, but that does not matter. What does matter is that these very hard-up settlers are among the best we have; with a ghost of a chance they will pull through, as my Poowong selector has done. His four daughters- he had no son- are now married to bonny farmers; three of the sons-in-law were set up by the old man, and they are to-day among the foremost successful farmers in that wealthy province. Another instance was that of a man who was injured and disabled when working for another selector to get his rent, and while lying useless he received notice of the forfeiture for non-payment of rent. In his case the late David Syme became interested, and instructions were sent to the selector to forward direct to the Minister of Lands all communications he had received from the Lands Department, and thereafter he was no longer persecuted. That man and his family are about the wealthiest - that's the correct term for it in this case- in the district. I could go on detailing case after case that occurred of driven-out or persecuted settlers in that province, and the misery caused by the official pound of flesh system; but I did not realise till I became a selector myself and went among others in this State that a similar condition of affairs was in evidence here. Now let me just remark I am not one of the selectors who must depend on what is made out of the land. My rent and the extraordinary charges in addition do not trouble me, nor are they likely to do so at any time; but I cannot sit down quietly after Mr. Hopkins's invitation to discuss the matter of deferred rents. I know from my Victorian experiences and observations that this holding back the rents means all the difference between a fairly good and sufficient break fast, and consequently a strong and able body to do the work, and the miserable drudgery of a half-starved existence. The financial side from a revenue point of view seems to be the first and last consideration of the Government, but let me point out to these young men- for that is what they are in comparison with my self and my contemporaries that the New Zealand they so much admire to day was the evolution of the then termed extravagant policy of the late Sir Julius Vogel, who recognised the possibilities, and determined to aid their realisation. It was, of course, fortunate that the greatest statesman in the Southern Hemisphere. Mr. Seddon followed, but Sir Julius Vogel was the real initiator of the policy of help. What is the use of continually prating about the possbilities which those of experience know are true when no real effort is made to assist in bringing it on? It is no use blaming the officials; it is the Government and Parliament that made the laws and regulations, and every official is bound to carry them out irrespective of Consequences to the settler. The official has no choice or power to mitigate- it is the Government first and last. God made the land and climate, but who made the Government and Parliament and inspired them with such oppressive notions? After Mr. Hopkins's able effort, which covered the ground completely, I can only say ditto to deferred payments, as well as the present price of land, which, according to my experiences, seems to be the best means of helping the man on the land next to the splendid Agricultural Bank system. 

Yours, etc., HENRY DENHAM Ulin Pool, June 2.
Sunday Times 20 Feb 1910

Federal ROLLS SCANDAL
A CONCRETE CASE  
Carelessness and Stupidity
Henry Denham (Dinninup), writes : "You justly commented on the ridiculous Commonwealth Electoral Rolls,   which show such an extraordinary deficiency. Perhaps the experiences of self and a neighbor may show how the collecting business is performed. Last mail I received the enclosed notice, which you will see declares that my name is omitted because I no longer reside in the Nelson subdivision. - (If I don't, I'd like to know where else I do live.) I have resided here on my \ selection ever since it was granted to   me, and that is in the Nelson division, and have only been absent from home in two years about seven days altogether.    
"Towards the end of last year, coming in to dinner from my work, I found a neighbor waiting for me. He   told me that two individuals, one of them, he thought, was a policeman   from Greenbushes, had called to get particulars for the Electoral Rolls, and others confirmed the fact that   these individuals were collectors. Now, did they report me as not being on my holding, or who did it ? I have demanded the information from the Electoral Office in Perth, and intend to fossick out the reason for these false statements. Of course I lodged a fresh application to be placed on the rolls for this Nelson subdivision.
"My neighbor had been supplied with forms by the two aforesaid individuals, which he filled in and sent to the Electoral Office, but all the same, last mail he also got a yellow card telling him   that his name was omitted. So it does not seem to matter what you do or try, you cannot get on the roll. Why I was taken off just knocks me altogether, because I went to the office in Perth after I had been here some time and had my present location fixed, and there it is on the old rolls all right. As I value the right to vote and never fail to record it when necessary, I felt a bit sore at this attempt to shunt me. The question is --Are not the diminished numbers on the new rolls due to similar blundering in thousands of cases ?
"In my case, and doubtless that of many others, it involves a day's jour- ney to a post-office and another com- ing back to see a roll, and the best we can do is to write to the postmas- ter asking if we are enrolled. There- fore, we have to trust to another official in the matter. Surely the rate- payers' rolls of the Roads Boards   could be availed of as a help to com- piling the Electoral Rolls; and the State rolls would also greatly assist. The last rolls issued are simply scandalous evidence of the incompetence        to say the least of it, of the officials in charge of the business. At the present rate of decrease, as compared with the old roll, ten years' time would see the last of it altogether, as it seems that the more increase in population the less voters are eligible from the official standpoint."
Western Mail 25 Jun 1910

PROFESSOR LOWRIE AND LAND SETTLEMENT.
To the Editor.
Sir,- So far there has appeared in the Press no direct contradiction or repudiation of the statement made by the Director of Agriculture relating to settlement on the lands of this State, and the amount of capital a man must have in hand before he attempts to settle on the land at all. For instance, he says that the would-be settler should have at least £300, or still better £500 in hand. Therefore, with the bank's assistance of either £300 or £500 he stands on velvet, and can sit down comfortably and issue his orders to employees, just taking a ride across the farm now and then to see how things are getting on. That is Professor Lowrie's idea of a settler in such   a country as this.
Now for the reality of every-day experiences. Out of seven would-be settlers who came to this State five years back in the same steamer with myself, five are in well- to-do circumstances in the wheat areas east   of the Great Southern line, and the other two are located in the Moora district, or rather to the north of it, and even quite content two years back with their progress.
I do not think there were any more settlers   in that vessel, or else I should have known   as I inquired particularly, and the most capital carried was under £150 and that   by one ex-mallee settler from Victoria   where we all came from. Curiously enough, the most advanced of this group to-day told me he had £40 only, and that he intended to try and get a job on a farm or a clearing contract to get more money. I do not know whether he did, but I do know that, few settlers of much longer standing are as, comfortably off as he and his small family. Undoubtedly he made use of the bank.  
In this district I know more than one settler who came on the land with little more than the year's rental in hand, and these are getting along all right. True it is that they work early and late, but they do not grumble at anything, except our bête noir, the Lands Department and its peculiar "cussedness" towards the bona-fide selector, and complacency to the land speculator, who numbers considerably in every area of the State to the detriment of the bona-fide struggler.
I think Professor Lowrie must mostly confine his attentions to the older settlers, who are in comfortable circumstances, and many of them have just the same ideas that he enunciated recently. Out of four old, well  
established settlers, of whom I asked ad- vice, three of them told me that unless I had fully £200 or more at command I could not succeed, but the other, a fine old family farmer, told me that if he were as I was, and had even less at command, he would not hesitate, - as you can grow anything in the land if you have sufficient rainfall or water, and I have proved him to be right every time. "It is not," said this fine farmer, "so much money that you want as plenty of energy, working to a fixed plan, as the money you can get from the bank on your improvements should keep you going till the land keeps itself, and this it will do if you can get some sheep, and they will do it for you." Now, who is right?   This sterling successful farmer or the professor? I say the farmer, because I have proved it myself, and I think I am voicing the opinion of many settlers who are get ting along a bit. I have not travelled,  nor am I likely to travel, over the State as much as Professor Lowrie, so I do not see as much of the settlement, but it seems strange to me that I have apparently hit on a different class of settler than he has, if his utterances were the result of his observations. But this I do know, in the opinion of the settlers I have recently met our Director of Agriculture has discouraged more even than certain local Federal senators did some time ago, because so many have come on with so little capital. I claim to have as much if not more acquaintance with the conditions of settlement in Victoria and elsewhere, and emphatically I assert that in this State, with the assistance given by the Government through the Agricultural Bank, a man with energy and very little cash can and does succeed, and has not, as the Professor puts it, a life of grind by any means. However, his standpoint and mine are entirely different; I am in the swim and he looking on. That is the difference, and I have in a small way done my level best to encourage and promote settlement of good men with little or no capital, with a fair amount of success. But if the State is to continue subsidising officials who act as though they considered it within the sphere of their duties to deter such men from going on the land, then I and those with me must sit quiet in future, as we cannot combat officials of the standing of our present Director of Agriculture.
I recommend to Professor Lowrie the old saying of the cobbler sticking to his last, and I am inclined to think that it is the   business of the Premier, Minister for Agriculture, and other members of the Government to manage the business of settling people on the land, and how Mr. Moore is going to explain to people that our Director of Agriculture asserts they must have £300 or more before attempting to settle in this State is a problem he will have to solve; it is beyond me. I feel that Professor Lowrie as Director of Agriculture, stepped; out of his province when he told the miners and  others the matter I object to.  
Yours, etc.,  
HENRY DENHAM. 
Ulin Pool, June 2.    
West Australian 9Aug 1910

PROFESSOR LOWRIE AND LAND SETTLEMENT. To the Editor. Sir,-Although it is not imperative on me to notice anonymous writers, who profess to criticise me for pointing out the fact that the Director of Agriculture had stepped out of his place in public utterances as to how much capital a man would absolutely require to settle successfully on the land, still I make an exception in this instance, promising that it is my final communication on this subject. In the first instance I will deal with "Possible Selector," and give him sound advice, and that is to leave selecting virgin land alone, as by his own showing he is hunting for a soft snap in this line, which is never to be found. If he has sufficient capital, let him buy a ready-made farm, and muddle along on that. Then we have "Wangaratta" who simply condemns himself, and like Dogberry, who insisted on being written down an ass, has insisted on showing how it is he failed, for does he not say that in seven years he has tried everything but sheep? I have met this sort elsewhere, as well as in this State, and in their operations they are "everything by turns and nothing long," failing in the essential of a fixed plan and sticking to it. It is the fact that he decries the land and moans about the poison killing stock which surely most men with ordinary common sense would expect that induces notice. His district has not the monopoly of those who think that so long as there is other feed the animals will not take the poison. We find any number of instances of chancing it in this way, and always with a disastrous awakening. There are numbers of farms in the poison-growing areas where stock are successfully kept, because the poi son was grubbed out in the first instance, and watched afterwards. There is poison country, perhaps as bad as any in the district, but I would not dream of putting stock on till I had it grubbed out, and I say with a long experience of it that the bracken fern in Victorian southern districts is a worse drawback and a perpetual expense both in money and time. There are in this State several kinds of poison plants in patches more or less extensive, and in the South-West in particular there is the zamia palm, which is fatal to big cattle, and this is the easiest of all to get rid of either by stabbing with a crow bar or else a dose of kerosene. I favour the latter myself, being cheap, easy, and effective. York-road poison plant is enticing looking to animals, which browse as sheep do, and therefore they are likely to take it as I have known them to do in the very flush of the season. I never heeded anyone who told me that the sheep would not touch it at certain seasons, be cause I do not believe it, and would not chance it. "Wangaratta's" friends seem to be chancing a good deal, and suffering accordingly, and according to his ideas £1,000 is about the least he would start with, but I am afraid that three times that amount would not make a success of this class of would-be farmer. There are always failures in every industry, and we would be foolish to expect anything else.- 

Yours, et.. HENRY DENHAM. Ulin Pool, August 2.
Western Mail 20 Aug 1910

NOMENCLATURE OP APPLES.
Mr. Henry Denham writes :-We are not likely to agree as you say on the nomenclature of the debatable apple- seeing that all over the world the same confusion is rife. You know that Hudibras has it, "Convince a man against his will he's of the same opinion still." What has always been called Nonpariel here  is the identical apple we knew as Scarlet Pearmain in Tasmania, and in my last orchard stood two trees of each name but identical in fruits and habits. Now,  I'll give you a poser. The true New York Pippin, which is it, Cleopatra or Bon Davis? The true King of the Pippins, which is it, Adams Pearmain or another named apple? Blenheim Orange, which is it, Renette du Canada or another named variety ? And so it goes, but I think that the name under which the apple brings the best market prices is the one that should be adopted by us, therefore, I cling to Scarlet Permain, King of the Pippins, and Renette du Canada.    
In years' gone by I have spent- I almost feel inclined to say wasted- a good deal of time in trying to disentangle the confusion   which exists with regard to the nomenclature of apples and other fruits, and I do   not feel inclined to take up so useless a subject again. I have found that the more people know about apples and apple growing the less sure are they that they know anything for certain, and the more they know about varieties the less inclined are they to name individual specimens, except in a few cases where the characteristics are very pronounced. Even in these varieties abnormal specimens grown under particular conditions are not infrequently quite unlike the true type.
In South Australia the Government have   established a type orchard under the care of Dr. Holtz, the Director of the Botanic Gardens. In establishing that orchard the Director procured either trees or grafting wood of over 800 varieties from the different Australian States, England, Germany, France, and America, and either planted or   worked at least six trees of each supposed  variety procured from the different countries and States. In that way he found as other people have found, that to procure a fruit  tree under a particular name is no guarantee that it is going to prove of the same, variety as a tree procured under the same name   from an equally honest and reliable person in another State or country. Because Mr. Denham had two trees of the same variety in his orchard, procured under different   names, is no evidence whatever of anything except that a mistake had occurred. At one time I attached a good deal of importance to the necessity of endeavouring to correct the nomenclature of fruits. At the present time, although the subject is very interesting, I consider it is of little practical value. The number of valuable commercial varieties is comparatively small, and if the fruit is good it will sell well, irrespective of the name. At the same time the confusion should be avoided as far as possible, and it would be wise for the Fruitgrowers' Association to agree to ship the few varieties suitable for export under uniform names.
Cleopatra or New York Pippin.
I have gone into the question of the identity of the Cleopatra or New York Pippin at various times, consulting the best fruitgrowers and nurserymen in South Australia, Victoria, and Tasmania. Others have studied the subject equally carefully, and I think it is safe to say that no one can be quite certain on the matter. Mr. Nobelius,  the well-known nurseryman of Victoria, thinks that the Cleopatra was probably raised in America, and that it is the same apple as is described by Dr. Hogg in his "Fruit Manual," under the name of "New York Pippin." Mr. Nobelius says that Cleopatra varies very much according to districts. In a part of Tasmania, known as the South Arm, it grows rather small, but of a beautiful pink colour on the sunny side, being very firm and a fine flavour ; while in some hot moist districts it grows large and almost green.  
The only reference to New York Pippin in Downing's "Fruits," the standard American work, is its mention among ten synonyms of Ben Davis, but certainly our Cleopatra is as unlike Ben Davis as it can well be. On page 11 in the revised list of fruit tree recommended for cultivation, and publisher by the Department of Agriculture, Victoria in 1894, the name Cleopatra is used, but the synonym New York Pippin is given and it is said to have originated in America, the authority being Dr. Hogg. On page 39 of the same book the Cleopatra apple is state to have been introduced into Victoria from Tasmania, and to be very similar to the apple known as Ortley in America; but the description of Ortley will not apply to it. I have mentioned these two references from the same book to show the confusion which exists upon the subject, because before the lists were prepared circulars were sent out to the various Victorian horticultural societies asking them to forward recommendations and any information available.    
I have known the apple myself in South Australia as long as I can remember under the name of Cleopatra, and there are trees growing in the old home garden which must be nearly 45 years old, showing that it was a well-known variety in South Australia when I was born. I have never been able to find out for certain, but am under the impression that it was introduced into South Australia from either Victoria or Tasmania, so that it may be the same variety described by Dr. Hogg, and was introduced into Tasmania from England in the early days of settlement. As Dr. Hogg mentions that the apple he describes as New York Pippin was first propagated at Norwich in 1831 it would be a very likely thing for it to be taken to Tasmania in the early days, for some of the early settlers in all the States were very enterprising in regard to the introduction of new trees and plants.
With regard to the other varieties it is not worth going into detail, and it is sufficient to say, with as much positiveness as one dare in a matter of this kind, that King of the Pippins and Adam's Permain are two perfectly distinct varieties, and Blenheim Orange is quite different from Renette du Canada.
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OUR RESTRICTED IMMIGRATION
POLICY.
To the Editor.
Sir,-The visiting French Admiral spoke the truth about our exclusive immigration   policy in confining it to the British. Now, I am British to the backbone, although born south of the line. But I cannot shut my eyes and cars to the fact, that it would be better to obtain the proper class of settlers than a lot of these we are importing from Britain. I know Scandinavians and Germans as settlers in Victoria, and I know that they are most desirable additions to the population, the former as dairyman in particular, and the latter as cultivators in various localities in the Eastern States, and in isolated instances here. I do not like the Dago as a rule, for he does not settle on the land, his object appearing to be to accumulate enough to take him back to his native land, but the other nations I have mentioned, and the French are just what we want, the last, particularly for vine-growing and wine-making. The apparent want of sincerity in this settlement business as connected with immigration is shown in the fact, that our Ministers talk loudly on the necessity of our supplying our own dairy and other products, which we import largely, while we do nothing or very little, at the best, to encourage the immigration of the classes that are expert in the work. What is badly wanted is real action and less "yabber," which is a native word that covers my meaning better than any we have. We are suffering from a plethora of "yabber," while we are sending enormous amounts of money out of the State for what we could produce here if only we had the right class of settler. It would be a great deal better for us if we paid the passages of some of the Scandinavians, Germans and French for the purpose of educating by ex- ample, than it is to import the average agricultural expert, whom our Government is so anxious to bring in." Professor Lowrie seems to have, so to speak, demoralised our Minister for Agriculture, who seems to ignore the fact that men of a genuine stamp and calibre are so exceedingly scarce all over the world, that they are wanted at home. It is always a matter of wonder to me how it is that the present Acting-Director was not permanently appointed for the fruit-growing industry. Of course, there is the usual draw back. He has been here for some time, so that the proclivity so largely in evidence in this State of importing something fresh - good, bad or indifferent- could not be indulged in. Mr. Mitchell went East to obtain what these same States are striving to obtain, for real practical specialists in the various branches of agriculture are not knocking around looking for a job at any time.- Yours, etc.,
HENRY DENHAM. Ulin Pool, March 25.
Western Mail 25 May 1912

WAGES BOARDS. 
To the Editor.
Sir,- When the Minister for Customs (Mr. Tudor) was in this State recently he said he objected to wages boards, and gave as an instance that the employees representatives had been discharged by their employers after giving a decision adverse to them. Mr. Tudor is in error. The case quoted by him was carefully inquired into and found to be erroneous, and one has only to care- fully study the wages board system to see at once the utter futility of an employer attempting to influence a board in any way. Suppose, for instance, that an employer was so ill-advised as to discharge those who sat on the board. These could be replaced at once by more, and it is easy to see that if this was carried on to the end there would be a constant succession of new men in the trade. Again, what possible benefit could arise from such action on the part of employers, who to a man prefer the wages board to any other system, as by it the employees are equal with them on the board and if the employees are not satisfied with a decision there is nothing to prevent them appointing fresh delegates and having another conference.
What Mr. Tudor and his kind don't like is that wages boards are altogether out- side political influence-therefore they are opposed. Mr. Tudor says that when he was a union official he knew that they discouraged strikes, but he forgot to say that he was connected with one of the most intelligent classes of workers, the Printers' Typographical Union, men whose avocations cause them to think, and if we could get all other labouring classes to do so the professional agitator would be deprived of his calling altogether.
Out of evil comes good, and the Queensland strike so manfully handled by the Government of that State has caused the Labour leaders to pause and put down the silly but mischievous Anarchist-Socialists. Judging from the utterances of some of the leaders they seem to at last grasp the fact that the Labour Government's methods are becoming so unpopular that the party is likely to be defeated altogether at the next Federal election.
An ideal system would be wages boards with a stringent Act against strikes or lock- outs, making the unions liable as the employers are, inflicting severe penalties on all concerned in breaches of the law. We are all naturally sympathising with those who have lost by the recent wreck calamities, but is there as much suffering inflicted on the community by these as by the great coal strike in Great Britain, where there was no other course open to the miners but that of the extremely barbarous strike methods? How simple the business of prevention is, yet how difficult to get the authorities to take action ! Both in Great Britain and in the dominions alike these extremely barbarous methods are brought to bear on the retention of place and pay by a class, mostly professional politicians. One of the unionists in America said the other day he would blow up the whole world to gain his point. There are those In the Labour Party who are responsible for an enormous amount of preventable misery in the world, and it sits lightly on them, so long as they have place and pay. A one-time notable Irish politician, who has had a remarkably successful career, was once caricatured by Melbourne "Punch" as saying, "Why is Ireland poor? I am not." And it was out of Ireland's poverty and misery he came into prominence, and while his fellow countrymen in Ireland remained poor he amassed wealth. Just as our professional politicians do on both sides, although naturally more so in the Labour parties.
Wages boards mean no strike, no stop- page of pay or work, no delays of any kind. The delegates usually meet on a set evening when there is any dispute on, and nearly in every instance settle the business amicably without calling in the umpire. There is no room for hostility in the sys- tem, or any kind of ill-feeling.-Yours, etc.,
HENRY DENHAM.
Dinninup, May 16.  
Sunday Times 30 Mar 1913

PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES  
Henry Denham, Dinninup:
"There is one item in the programme of the Labor Party that is carefully concealed, and that is the intention to increase the remuneration paid for their so-called arduous duties. More than one member of the Senate and House of Representatives some little time back stated their opinions that £1000 per annum was little enough.
"Now, let us look at the so-called duties they perform. In the first place, the Labor section don't even have to think- that is done for them by caucus; they are simply automatons who just vote as an automaton when a string is pulled. They are not allowed to speak for more than 30 minutes at any time, and the rank and file don't as a rule, because they know before they take their seats in the House that everything is cut and dried, and that the leaders will attend to any criticisms, and a grateful country pays £600 per annum for this. Ministers have to work, and fully earn their pay, by administration, but the rank and file do nothing. The Opposition have to, think and work , when it is the Liberal Party who occupy the position, - but Laborites, their chief end being obstruction, only have in Opposition to talk and attend regularly in hope of catching the other side sleeping. But is this worth £600 per year, let alone the coveted £1000?"
Sunday Times 30 Mar 1913

THE COUNTRY PARTY
LETTERS FROM FARMERS The Proposal Applauded
The decision of the Farmers and Settlers' Association to form a Country Party has aroused widespread interest throughout the State. "The Sunday Times" has received numerous letters from farmers warmly approving of the proposal.
.............
Henry Denham (Dinninup) seeds a thoughtful article, for which we will endeavor to find room in future issue. "What with the senseless strides occurring in our midst, promoted only by the red rag section of the unions, and opposed by the thinking portion, who are looking round for some sup-   port outside their own ranks, the time is ripe (he says) for the formation of a Country Party, whose aim will be the promotion of peace, progress and prosperity."
Sunday Times 6 Apr 1913

THE COUNTRY PARTY
A CORRESPONDENT'S  OPINIONS  
Writes Henry Denham (Dinninup): "Seeing that a Farmers' Party in politics is of as much importance in the welfare of country towns and ports, "COUNTRY PARTY" should be the designation of the new party in politics.
"It is about time the primary producer (without whom there can be neither town nor city employment, nor even the necessaries of life) should take a hand in the making of the laws, which hitherto have been in the direction of taxing his exertions to the utmost limit.
"Our first duty is to eliminate the present suicidal party feeling altogether, by which only a handful of individuals are benefited by the sine- cures. Parliamentary and other billets, which are real 'spoils to the victors.' So far both sides agree only in one policy direction, and that has been the extraction of as much of his earnings as possible from 'the man on the land' that the Premier said he was tired of hearing about. That tired feeling will probably arise from a more drastic cause when we get a chance in 1914.
"The late Government in its wisdom, or rather want of it, raised the price of land (the late Minister for Lands, Mr. James Mitchell, has the credit for this retrograde move-but did not the Executive Council sanction it?) ostensibly for the purpose of making the settlers bear the cost of railway construction, and we have yet to hear of a more grossly unfair imposition- as a matter of fact, it would seem the last word in oppressive ad- ministration, for does not the whole community benefit by the facilities for getting produce to market? Even if exported, does not the money produced come straight into circulation in the States?
"The settler on the land actually sets out to produce foods and clothing materials out of the absolutely waste, idle lands which, without his exertions, pro- duce nothing of use to mankind, and his reward is a species of plunder by almost every section of the community in one shape or another, and he is, up to the present almost as unrepresented in Parliament as the women suffragists of Great Britain. That it is their own fault will not be denied, and that they have sat so long inactive is their own fault also. We might as a class exclaim with Shakespeare, 'A plague on both your Houses,' in so far as we suffer harm from both parties. Nay, we may go no further, for the Midland Railway Company in our midst shows the way by giving every possible facility to the settlers. Mr. James Mitchell got great kudos, and deservedly so, for energetic administration, but his scheme for loading the land for railway construction discounts it all.
"We need not count on the present occupant of the Ministerial chair as he is, and is likely to remain, an obstructionist pure and simple, and anyway lacks the ability to run successfully a 'chicken ranch,' as our Big Brother in America has it.
"If the farmer decides not to help himself, and does not realise the strength in Parliament of a small but compact party, he must entirely ignore the lessons of the four Independents during the previous Labor Government a few years back, and to-day in Tasmania, where one man held the balance of power, that actually caused a dissolution and fresh election. Farmers are not much concerned as to
the party in power except for the reasons given above, but they are concerned that they are being taxed to the utmost, not only to provide rail- ways to carry their produce for the benefit of the community, but also to build suburban railways and trams for the citizens of the larger towns.
"Again, an effort is made to make him pay freights for unnecessary haul- age, so that Fremantle can be built up, while the superior ports of Bunbury, Albany and Geraldton are starved by shipping facilities not being given them to enable produce to be shipped from the nearest port. This is an important plank in the platform of the new party, viz.. Decentralisation. It is a curious fact that all the grandmotherly legislation is against the farmer, in one shape or another. Now, if a farmer sends his produce anywhere he pays the freight. If he purchases anything in the towns he pays the freight, and, still worse, suffers severe losses both ways from peculation in transit. If our railways were as lengthy as in America very little of his stores would remain to arrive at their destination. This is another direction in which direct legislation is required to make the department responsible and force the taking of steps to prevent these losses. There are black sheep in every flock, but there is no reason why they should override the rest. Recently some criticism has been published on this matter, but it is of no use. The only remedy is to make the department directly responsible as any other carrier. We pay the freights in advance, and that, too, on goods that never arrive. If the department were made responsible these losses would show up and cause searching investigation, instead of merely 'inquiries will be made.' Sometimes these inquiries may be made of the culprits themselves, as   there may be collusion as well as carelessness. At present an official may be perfectly indifferent as to whether the consignments are delivered at their destination or not- he is not responsible in any way.
"But the greatest matter of all is the distribution of his produce. 'The high  prices to the consumer are made by the numerous pickings taken out by numerous middlemen- but that is not exactly a political question. Let us look back in history, and see that the greatest stride towards the liberty we  enjoy (albeit jeopardised by the Political Labor Party to-day) was made   by Cromwell, the greatest Englishman that ever lived, at the head of the Ploughmen of England- why not here, in this Greater Britain? There is no call to war for a Cromwell to arise. We can be up and doing. Let us remember the fable of the waggoner who prayed to the gods to help him out of a bog, but was told to put his own shoulder to the wheel, with a successful result. We have imported a lot of socialists, or rather communists, from the older lands, who arrive here with their pernicious ideas from time to time, and do not realise how out of place it is in this land where equal opportunity to all, apart from the red ragger unionists, is the rule. The real industrious portion of the community is fast awaking to the fact that they are being used to further the ends of men, self-seeking agitators, who have been exploiting them for some time. And these electors are becoming fully seized of the fact that the man on the land is the beginning and end of all industry, therefore they will stand side by side with the farmer."
Sunday Times 11 May 1913

SENATOR LYNCH'S LAND
Henry Denham (Dinninup) :-"Recently a paragraph appeared in 'The Sunday Times' commenting on the fact that "Senator Lynch had selected 1000 acres in the Dinninup area, and that he had sold it without ever even seeing the block,' much less even having an axe lifted on it, and that it was transferred to the new settler by the Lands Department. Now this is a solid fact Another fact is that Senator Lynch belongs to a party that makes the   leasing of lands a leading plank in its policy, and that he endorses that policy we know because, like the rest of   the Labor members, he is not permitted to have an opinion on anything of his own, as he must follow the dictates of the caucus.  
Now, this transfer must have been made under the previous Minister's (Mr. James Mitchell's) administration of the department. Naturally, there- fore, he is blamed; but the fact is that the Minister in question strictly com- plied with the provisions of the Act, which sets forth that, on the expiration of a certain five years, if the regulations have been complied with as required by the Act- that is, improvements and residence for a fixed period   - a transfer can be granted to an eligible settler, and in this case no exception could be taken to the present   holder. The way this kind of business is managed is for the purchaser to take a contract from the speculator to do the improvements, and this is what was done in this case. Your correspondent who called attention to this little business goes on to say that doubtless the Senator will during his campaign, now on, denounce this kind of speculation, and surely, there is no one more capable of doing it, as he has personal experience to bring to bear upon-it; but it is doubtful if he will point the moral by calling attention to his participation in the deal."
Apropos of the above, Senator Lynch communicated with "The Sunday Times" by telephone and admitted that he had taken up the land and disposed of it, but denied that he had made anything out of the transaction. His reason for selling (so we understood him) was that the block was 40-miles, from a school, educational facilities being necessary for the children of his brother, who, we presume, is the Senator's partner. We suggested that Mr. Lynch should explain the circumstances by letter, but he amended that pro- position by offering to get the purchaser to write to "The Sunday Times." So far no letter has come along. ' 
Sunday Times 22 Mar 1914

Mr. Henry Denham (Dinninup) writes  under date February 23:-            
"It appears to me that our Country Party is interested in the proposed stoppage by the Government of the licenses to timber-hewers, being   part of the development plank of the party - that is, the promotion of the 'development of our natural resources,' of which timber-getting is a large item. As there is to be a deputation to the Minister either on Wednesday or a day or two after, it   would be a good move to back them up by representation on that deputation. There are a large number of the hewers in particular and carters  of the timber who are farmers, and   are in some instances actually members of the association already. These farmers have to supplement their operations by going out to work in this way in the little slack time they  have. I would point out that this Government is making political capital out of everything possible to endeavor to "queer" the Legislative  Council elections, and if our party is worth anything it will be the right thing to help this class of worker to get a fair deal. The few members I spoke to on the subject agree that it is a good opportunity to show our worth."
Mr. Denham is quite right. This association is in close sympathy with all primary producers, and may be re lied upon to exert all possible influence to prevent injustice to either     of the primary industries, especially when "such injustice is proposed as a means of political retaliation, as was   acknowledged by Mr. Turvey, M.L.A. when speaking for the deputation to Mr. Bath on the subject. The above letter was written before Cabinet decided to extend all licenses to the end of March, and nothing can be   done until they make some pronouncement as to the future, but it is safe to say that the sleeper-hewers can rely upon the active sympathy of   the farmers, whatever happens.    
Western Mail 20 Nov 1914

GRASSHOPPERS IN ORCHARD.
Henry Denham, Kulikup, writes:-If Mr. O'Dea, of Dalwallinu South, will put fowls   into his orchard, the grasshopper nuisance will disappear. Fowls are always good in   an orchard, even when the fruit is on, but in a young orchard there is nothing that will protect the young trees so effectually.   Grasshoppers are present with me on the river every season, but they soon disappear,  and this is profitably due to the fowls. My small lot of trees are fenced in with fowl-proof netting, and now and then the  fowls are let in to clean up, but as a rule only a very few of the grasshoppers get in, as the fowls do a sentry go all round daily trying to get in.
West Australian 24 Feb 1918

AUSTRALIA'S EMPTY SPACES.   

Writing on the question of the settlement of our northern areas and the White Australian sentiment, Henry Denham (Kulikup) says that, he regards it as a curious but an interesting fact that, while we use freely the products of tropical countries raised or manufactured by coloured labour, the present dominant political party will not allow our huge tropical and semi-tropical areas to be utilised for cultivation purposes. Our correspondent, while claiming to be a White Australian and favourable to the application of the policy to those parts of Australia best adapted for white population, thinks that serious consideration should be given to the development of the remainder of the continent. He regrets that the present party system is subversive of true statesmanship, without which Australia cannot occupy her proper place among the nations of the world: and he trusts that the calamitous times through which we are passing will open the eyes of the electors to the manner in which the country is being exploited by so-termed legislators. The proposal to create a separate State would not solve the difficulty of dealing with tropical Australia, as the fetish of the present political rulers would still be the same, and another State would simply mean prodigal expenditure on more government. He believes that enterprising white men would embark extensively on the cultivation of coffee, sugar, cotton, indigo, tobacco, and other tropical products if a supply of labour could be assured. At present the highest wages paid in Australia fail to induce white men to work in the Northern Territory- and if they did it would be impossible to produce successfully against the coloured labour of the countries which are at present supplying Australia. White labour has failed completely to induce settlement in the tropical areas which are at present a drag on the Commonwealth, and as long as the vast tracts of country remain empty they will consti tute a standing temptation to over-populated nations on the look out for fresh territory. Had Germany, for instance. been in a position to invade Australia there can be little doubt as to the prompt measures which would have been taken to establish colonies throughout the country, and, our correspondent considers that such a danger is likely to arise even after the present war has terminated. Germany, he points out, is not the only country with a great and increasing population and what is more natural than the desire to utilise unbounded resources which are at present unheeded and neglected by their owners. In conclusion, he deprecates the selfish socialistic efforts of a section of the com munity to arrogate to themselves the sole right to work- which means in the majority of instances that they perform the minimum amount of work for the maximum rates of pay. 

Western mail 10 Mar 1916

FURROW IRRIGATION.
Henry Denham, Ulin Pool, Kulikup,
writes:- In the 'Western Mail' for February 4, which only reached me on the 17th (which is an example of common postal delay), the Agricultural Editor has an interesting account of Mr. Driver's irrigation operations at Yarloop. It is a valuable Illustration of the efficiency of sprinkler irrigation, while the references to the proposed flooding system and the growth of paspalum are certainly inspiring. There is, however, another cheaper effective system of irrigation which gives successful results on many of our soils. I refer to the furrow system, which does not scald the plants, as flooding is apt to do.
"The object of my writing is to thank you for the valuable information, especially   in regard to paspalum growing. As for the stupid contention that stock do not care for it, there is abundant evidence to the contrary. A neighbour of mine, when I was in Gippsland, had 5 acres planted with paspalum, and kept it closed in order to obtain the seed. He then opened the gate, with the result that the dairy cows, which were running on splendid rye grass, cocksfoot and clover pasture, went into the pad- dock and persisted in feeding daily on the paspalum, finally eating up what they had at first crushed down. Is any other evidence required of the fondness of stock for this grass? If there  is, almost anyone who will use his eyes may find it. I notice that the odd plants growing in one of my pad- docks where I scattered seeds a few years back are kept down by the sheep, which punish them but do not seem able to kill them. To my mind, accounts of the results obtained by successful farmers is the best method for an agricultural journal to adopt in order to promote progressive agriculture. I may be prejudiced, having been so many years connected with the agricultural portion of a leading Victorian journal, but all the same, as a farmer, I particularly appreciate being able to read about what others are doing. As for our commissioners and experts generally, I have not much time for them, because they do not seem to base their advice on practical experience. I am sorry Mr. Scott, the irrigationalist, does not do more to advocate the furrow system in place of the expensive grading or sprinkler methods. I find that   in porous soil water will spread 5ft. on either side of the furrow "
Mr. Denham is very candid in his criticism of experts and very pronounced in his opinion as to the furrow system of irrigation. He is. however, not quite fair to Mr. Scott, who has probably carried out more furrow irrigation than any other man in the State. At Renmark, where he was located for some years, the furrow system is the one almost entirely adopted in connection with fruit trees and vines, and is also largely used in connection with lucerne, maize, sorghum and other crops. Anyone acquainted with the Brunswick State Farm, when Mr. Scott was in charge of the irrigation work there, will recall the fine crops of maize and sorghum which he used to produce, were obtained by furrow irrigation, the like of which are not seen these days. If he does not advocate its general use, it is because he adapts his methods and advice to conditions of the soil, water sup- ply, and so forth. It is wrong to say he does not advocate it. A furrow system can be used when flooding is not practicable, on account of the uneven nature of the ground; but a sprinkler system can be adopted where even the furrow system is impracticable. Neither flooding nor a furrow system is suited for some light, porous soils, but under these conditions sprinklers may be thoroughly effective. When the water supply is not sufficient for the flooding system, it is often practicable to use a furrow system, but a good run is necessary for effective furrow irrigation. Mr. Scott takes all these points into consideration, and it is quite wrong to blame him for indiscriminately holding to one or other method of irrigation. There are few men connected with the Government service, and certainly no one in the Department of Agriculture who has done more good than Mr. Scott. He does not talk much, but he works, and commonly puts on dungarees and gives settlers object lessons as to how to work the different implements for grading and preparing the land. I am sure that Mr. Denham's comments are the result of a deficiency of knowledge of Mr. Scott's real attitude.
Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Henry Archer Denham

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1916

	State:
	Western Australia

	District:
	Swan

	Subdistrict:
	Nelson

	Address:
	Dinninup, via Springfield

	Occupation:
	Farmer

	Residing with:
	-


West Australian 25 Jul 1916

DENHAM -On July 19, at Katanning Hospital (suddenly), Henry Archer Denham, Kulikup, beloved father of Henry Denham (Port Darwin) and George H. Denham (Gnowangerup. W.A.). Victorian papers please copy.   
Sunday Times Perth 30 Jul 1916

Last Wednesday week there passed away in the Katanning Hospital in the person of Mr. H. A. Denham, of Kulikup, a highly-respected and well-known farmer of wide experience. Mr. Denham, who had reached the ripe age of 78 years, was an old Victorian pastoralist and a fine type of the pioneering settler. - The deceased gentleman had always evinced a keen interest in any questions affecting the welfare of the man on the land, and was a frequent contributor to these columns on all subjects having any bearing on the life and progress of the primary producer.
Australia Death Index 1788-1985 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	Henry A Denham

	Death Place:
	Western Australia
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	1916

	Registration Place:
	Katanning, Western Australia

	Registration number:
	57
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