NARCISSA WEST WILLIS nee CONNOR (1854-1903)

Australia Birth Index 1788-1921 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Narcissa West Conner

	Birth Date:
	19 Sep 1854

	Father's Name:
	Thomas James Conner

	Mother's Name:
	Anne Peake

	Birth Place:
	Tasmania

	Registration Year:
	1854

	Registration Place:
	Launceston, Tasmania

	Registration number:
	729


Florence Marie Connor’s birthday calendar

Narcissa W Connor Sept 19th
The Courier 3 Jan 1855

DEPARTURES- DECEMBER 30.
Eliza Frances, barque," 290, Suter, Sydney. Passengers - Mr., Mrs. Connor and family. [Thomas James jr, George William, Cornelia Ann, Sarah Frances, Edward Charles, Robert Arthur Henry, Florence Marie, Narcissa West makes 8 children!]
Launceston Examiner 5 Feb 1856

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE ENTERED INWARDS

February 5.--I.S.N. Co.'s steamer Royal Shepherd. 184 Ions, W. H. Saunders. master, from Sydney; George Fisher. agent. Passengers Mr. John Atkinson, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Gough, Mrs. Connor, and 6 children. [Thomas James jr, George William, Cornelia Ann, Sarah Frances, Edward Charles, Robert Arthur Henry, Florence Marie, Narcissa West makes 8 children!]

Launceston Examiner 2 Aug 1859

[T.J. Connor mentioned as an inwards passenger from Melbourne on 1 Aug]
According to his obituary in the Gippsland Standard of 3 June 1880, T.J. Connor and his family arrived in Melbourne on 1 October 1859, the day Flying Buck won the Champions’ Race.
The Argus 14 Apr 1865

A Miss Connor listed as a soprano for a Good Friday concert in St George’s Hall

Cornwall Chronicle Wed 4 Apr 1866

FRIGHTFUL IMMORALITY AT THE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. (From the Melbourne Age of Saturday [31 Mar 1866].) We had hoped that our last inquiry into the discipline and management of the Industrial Schools, particularly at Sunbury, would have resulted in some considerable improvement. A board of inspection was appointed to keep the subordinate officials in check, and re ports were promised to Parliament of their periodical investigations. The board reported that things were bad, but not so bad as painted, and that somebody was to blame, but they could not exactly say who. Mr. Duncan has since replaced Mr. Harcourt, and yet the board still exists, and we presume still reports upon the condition at the Industrial Schools. Since Mr. Duncan's appointment two events have transpired, which have led to the suspension of the superintendent of the Sunbury school and the superintendent of the Prince's Bridge school. The former, Mr. Weekes, was suspended, owing to a disinclination to pay proper deference to Mr. Duncan's authority; hut the offence charged   against Mr. Connor is of a more serious character. He occupied, until very recently, the position of school master, and his wife that of matron, at the Prince's Bridge establishment. The position of schoolmaster was a nominal one, Mr. Harcourt reposing such confidence in him as to entrust him with the duties of superintendent; and, on Mr. Harcourt's resignation, be was formally nominated to the office. His appointment bas been the precursor of some charges being made against him. It is alleged that he has carnally abused several girls in the institution, and that to others he has conducted himself in a very disgusting manner. The charges were so specifically made, and reiterated so persistently, that Mr. Duncan was communicated with and an inquiry instituted. The evidence taken accuses Mr. Connor with being in the habit of visiting the girls' wards at night, whilst they were in bed, and putting his bands beneath the bedclothes, and indecently exposing his person. This practice is said to have been continued for a long time. The mother of one of the girls was present during the examination, and suggested the propriety of sending   for a doctor to ascertain whether her daughter had been violated, but this was not considered necessary. The statements of several girls and the evidence of witnesses in corroboration were taken by Mr. Duncan, and Mr. Connor has been suspended until further inquiry has been made. In our report of the Sunbury Industrial Schools we drew attention to rumors of such conduct as is now charged against Mr. Connor, when we alluded to the existence of a skeleton in the closet of the Melbourne situation, which would require nil the wits of the commission to discover. Some of the boys at the Sunbury school stated that it was no uncommon thing for Mr. Connor to kiss and hug the girls at Prince's Bridge, and a report to that effect was circulated by Mr. Harcourt's son, but subsequently denied by him. At a later period, and since our inquiry, a complaint was made to Mr. Harcourt by one of the wards men that Mr. Connor had kissed some girls in the dining room in the presence, of a number of boys and girls, and had been guilty of similar impropriety in one of the girls' wards. An inquiry was initiated, and the offence proved, and Mr. Connor punished by a reprimand, but the troublesome ward man at a convenient opportunity was got rid of. There is sufficient evidence that the superintendent's conduct has been characterised by an openness that speaks volumes for the degradation of the institution. We cannot disgrace our columns with a tithe of the evidence which has been produced, which not only implicates Mr. Connor, but conveys very serious imputations against the wards women who have been cognisant of his conduct. The authority he possessed and the favour in which he stood with Mr. Harcourt is assigned as a reason why these disgusting practices were not sooner made known, and with some show of reason when it is known that Mr. Connor had virtually the power of dismissal, and in one notable instance exercised it, because a complaint had been preferred against him. Sufficient time has not elapsed since the discovery was made for the Government to take action. Mr. Duncan's report will, no doubt, be submitted pro forma, but we understand Mr. McCulloch has been privately made aware of its nature. Mr. Connor, though suspended, resides with his wife and family on the premises; and, for aught we know to the contrary, has still access to the wards. One of his daughters occupies the position of schoolmistress, and a son in some other capacity in the institution. On visiting it, yesterday evening, we ascertained that there had been a disturbance in one of the girls' ward, arising out of the charge preferred against Mr. Connor. To our surprise we found that no steps had been taken to place the girls who had preferred the complaint against him in a position where they were not likely to be subjected to improper influence, but, on the contrary, the disturbance in the ward referred to had arisen from the contempt manifested by the girls generally to those who had given the information which led to Mr. Connor's suspension. It was viewed by the majority of the girls as a heinous offence, and nothing short of the arrest of some of them and the threat of sending them for the night to the cells could curb the insubordination. It would have been preferable had the girls been placed in a position where there was little likelihood of their being tampered with. Perhaps a sufficient precaution has been taken in collecting evidence, but it is evident that the feeling in the establishment is adverse to the action taken by the girls, and may probably defeat the ends of justice. It would be well for the institution were the rumors of another heinous offence inquired into. It is openly stated that a crime of a most horrible character is frequent, and that boys have been sent to the hospital for treatment in consequence. We are aware that the medical staff deny this, and we consider their purpose to some extent praiseworthy. But an unpleasant feeling pervades the community, and there are at least good grounds for a rigid investigation, and for some preventive measures being adopted.
[According to his obituary in the Gippsland Standard 3 Jun 1880 Thomas and Ann Connor took up residence at Jack River in the Alberton District on 29 May 1867]

Gippsland Times 12 Mar 1868

On Monday evening last, a musical and   vocal soiree, interspersed with readings from   standard authors, was held at the Court   house, Alberton, for the purpose of raising funds to liquidate an old debt on the Church   of England at that place. The programme   was abundant in its variety and character. The music and singing by Captain and Mrs.  Kelsall, Miss James, the Misses Connor, and   are Messrs Guy and Woods was excellent. The readers-Captain Keleall, the Rev. J. K.   Hall and Mr. Connor, did justice to the parts selected by them, and if success is to   be judged from the opening night, the entertainment of Monday must be considered a   success. The chair was occupied by Captain   Slade, R.N., and the room, capable of holding   from 120 to 150 persons, was crowded, whilst   the well chosen. programme was received   with frequent declarations of satisfaction and pleasure. At the conclusion, the chairman intimated that it was the intention of the promoters to have a similar entertainment   at the full of every moon, so long as they  found their efforts appreciated as they  appeared to be that evening.   

Gippsland Times 7 Nov 1868

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE   PORT ALBERT. ARRIVED. October 31.--Samson, S.S., 111 tons, A. Darby, from Melbourne. Passenger--cabin: Miss Connor, Mrs. Murray, Messrs. Davis, Hallenstein ; and 5 in the steerage. 

Gippsland Times 27 Apr 1869

PORT ALBERT. ARRIVED. April 21.-Murray, s.s., 178 tons, S Patrick, from Melbourne. Passengers Cabin- Mrs. Walsh, and, and Miss Connor, Messrs M'Kenzie, Gingle, and Pecsi; 12 in the steerage. 

Gippsland Times 30 May 1887

YARRAM YARRAM

The Alberton bazaar was opened to-day by Captain Slade, R.N., J.P. After a very natty speech by this gentleman, in which very graceful references to the Jubilee and Her Most Gracious Majesty were made, the National Anthem was sung. The ordinary floral decorations were dispensed with, and pictures hanging on the walls substituted. These had been lent to the committee by the residents. The stalls were arranged on either side of the building. The Alberton and Tarraville stalls were specially prominent. A handsome motto, "Welcome,' most artistically done, had been presented to the committee by Mr. Terry, of this town, and was hung over the south escape door. " God Save the Queen." in buttercup color, was hung over the entrance door. Amongst the most prominent ladies were Mesdames Jacob Martin, Richardson, Newton, McAlpine, and the Misses Connor, Newton, McAlpine, MacPhail (of Toora), and Buckley. In the crush I was unable to collect more names, so possibly some are omitted.
Gippsland Standard 17 Nov 1894 (in ‘Clonmel to Federation’)

Sissie Connor lived at Seabank with her sister Fanny and mother Ann.

Australia Marriage Index 1788-1950 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Narcissa West Connor

	Spouse Name:
	Willoughby James Willis

	Marriage Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1899

	Registration number:
	3594


The Argus 7 Jun 1899
PECULIAR CLAIM FOR WAGES.
At the St Kilda Court yesterday, before the mayor (Councillor Kemp) and Major Krone, Charles Waterworth sued James Willoughby Willis, of Alma road, St.   Kilda, for 16/3 wages alleged to be due. Mr. Fisher appeared for the complainant, and Mr. Cantor for the defendant. A fortnight ago the case was before the Court, when the defendant did not appear, and a verdict for 16/3, with 2/6 costs, was entered. A rehearing was granted, as it  was explained that the first the defendant heard of the matter was when the warrant to distrain was issued. He had never heard of the original summons, being at the time ill in bed.
Waterworth said he was engaged by Mr.  Willis at 10/- per week. The first week he received 10/-, the second 3/9, and the third week nothing at all.  In cross-examination, he admitted putting the following advertisement in "The Argus' -'Wanted work by a strong able bodied Yorkshireman, homeless and food less. C W , Argus office " He did not pay for it, a gentleman made him a present of the advertisement. He was homeless when he went to Mr. Willis. He was away two days but it was on Mr. Willis's   business. He but to take a letter to a printer in Bourke street (Laughter. ) He   scrubbed the floors and did odd jobs. He had put in a similar advertisement since, but he had to pawn his watch to pay   for it (Laughter )
The defendant denied making any arrangement about wages at all. He took the man out of charity. He refused to work, and spent most of his time cutting tobacco and smoking. He gave him 10/- and 3/9 to assist him.
The Bench made an order that the original verdict, viz., 16/3 with 2/6 costs,   should stand, and that 21/ extra costs should be allowed to the plaintiff.
Australia Death Index 1787-1985 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	Narcissa West Willis

	Death Place:
	Malvern, Victoria

	Age:
	48

	Father's Name:
	Willis Thos James

	Mother's Name:
	Annie Peake

	Registration Year:
	1903

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	2385

	Estimated Birth Year:
	abt 1855


The Argus 31 Jan 1920

DEATHS

WILLIS. —On the 30th January, at Bairnsdale, James W. Willis, sec. A.N.A.    

Daily News Perth 10 Feb 1920

Mr. James W. Willis, secretary of   the Bairnsdale branch of the Australian Natives' Association, died at Bairnsdale recently, after a brief illness. He was recognised as one of the leading secretaries of the association in Victoria. He was 38 years of age. 

[This would make his DOB c.1882. Cissie was born in 1854 so he is probably too young to be Cissie’s husband]

April 2012; Search of National Library Trove database for references to ‘Connor’ or ‘Conner’ in Tas, NSW and Vic newspapers between 1840 and 1954 by A. Connor

