NEWTON GOODERHAM CONNOR (1919-1964)
Ireland Civil Register Births 1864-1968 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Newton G Connor

	Date of Registration:
	Apr-May-Jun 1919 [6 May 1919]

	Registration district:
	Dublin North

	Birth Country:
	Ireland

	Volume:
	2

	Page:
	432

	FHL Film Number:
	101078


New South Wales Unassisted Passenger List 1826-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Newton Gooderham Connar

	Port of Departure:
	London

	Port of Arrival:
	Sydney, New South Wales

	Voyage Arrival Date:
	22 Apr 1920

	Vessel Name:
	Demosthenes


 Ernest, Lilian and Newton arrive in Sydney aboard the S.S. “Demosthenes” ex London. They travelled in the Military Saloon class.

Land Fit for Heroes pp16 1920-21

‘Bill, known as Capt. Connor is reported as calling at Thompsons with his English wife and two young children in a horse and sulky. They were searching for their block on a very hot summer day. Avril’s recollection is that Ernie and Lilian drove there in a motor bike and side car, with Lilian holding Alan (~6mths) and Newton (~17mths) sitting on a breadbox between her legs.

Land Fit for Heroes 1927

Photo of Newton, Alan and Avril Connor attending Bidgeemia school.

Lockhart Review 1 Jan 1935

CRICKET.

BIDGEEMIA RECRUITS v NORWOOD

NORWOOD.— First Innings 124

RECRUITS- -First Innings. 77

W. E. Connor, c and b Doherty 1

N. Connor, b J. McGrath – 3
A. Connor, not  out . .1

Second Innings - Five wickets for . 77

W. E. Connor, not out . 39

A. Connor, c T. McGrath b P.Wilson 2

Lockhart review 19 Oct 1937

BIDGEEMIA SPORTS

An Attractive Programme

The annual diggers sports (President, Mr. T. McGrath; hon. secretaries, Messrs. Roy Milthorpe and A. Creek) was held at Bidgeemia on Wednesday. The attendance was excellent, showing that the popular fixture has lost none of its interest for the district people and their friends. At night, a successful dance was held in the Bidgeemia Hall.

Sports results included: —

CYCLING EVENTS One mile handicap,  N. Connor 1, G. Turner 2; handicap sprint, J mile, N. Connor 1, W. Turner 2; 

MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS

open putting competition, W. E. Connor; guessing weight of sheep, A. McLellan.

National Archives Military Record

1 Mar 1940

Enlisted with 59 Bn; No A334778
Military Record  22 May 1940

Left 59Bn and enlisted in the Permanent Military Forces; VP7161 Royal Australian Engineers
Trade; Motor mechanic. 

NOK; William Edward Ernest Connor, “Crossingford” via Rand NSW.

DOB; 6 May 1919, Ireland. C. of E. Height; 5ft 10 ¾ in. Weight; 147lb.  Fair complexion, blue eyes, light brown hair, scar on lower right leg.
Daily Advertiser 24 Jan 1941

DISTRICT NEWS

LOCKHART

Leading. Aircraftman W. G. Connor (son of Mr. W. E. Connor, Bidgeemia), has been spending leave from the Lindfield camp with the rest of the family at 'Carilla,' East Albury. His brother, Newton, is also serving his country. Both boys are following in their father's footsteps.

Military Record  28 Feb 1941

Promoted to T/Corporal, RAE Frt Coy

Albury Banner 8 Aug 1941

Capt. N. E. Connor, ' Crossingford, 'via Rand, has been advised that his nephew, Lieut. George Connor, of the A.I.F. in the Middle East, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. S. N. Connor, of Roslyn avenue, Roseville, has been posted as wounded and missing. Capt. Connor has two sons serving with the fighting forces, Messrs. Alan . W. C. Connor, who is with the Air Force in Canada, and Newton G. Connor, who is in the R.A.E.  
Military Record  14 Oct 1941

Newton notified RAE of his marriage [to Dorothy Christobel Coburn]
Military Record  17 Nov to 14 Dec 1941

Newton granted permission to “Live Out” and draw a subsistence allowance

Military Record  23 Apr 1942

After a leave break, Newton phoned Nepean Fort to say that train from Albury had been delayed, but he did not return to base when required. Went Absent Without Leave from Nepean Section, RAE Command at Port Phillip Fort (Fort Nepean). 
Military Record  6 Jul 1942

Court of Inquiry at Fort Queenscliff declared Newton an illegal absentee.

Military Record  20 Sep 1942

Newton arrested by MPs at 2:25 am, dressed in plain clothes. He was given a Severe Reprimand and loss of pay while AWL

Military Record  22 Sep 1942

Returned to RAE unit Fort Nepean from AWL

Military Record  1 Oct 1942

Evacuated to Heidelberg General Hospital

Military Record  2 Dec 1942

Classified as medically unfit due to recurrent depressive psychosis and discharge procedure began

Military Record  7 Dec 1942

Discharged from Hospital

Military Record  10 Jan 1943

Transferred to Port Phillip Fortress - RAE Detention
Military Record; 17 Jan 1943

Discharged from Permanent Military Forces as medically unfit. 

Place of residence after discharge; 89 Little Myers St, Geelong.
Daily Advertiser 7 Dec 1945

AIRMAN HOME

WELCOME AT CROSSINGFORD

Flight Lieutenant Alan W G. Connor, second son of Captain W. E. Connor of 'Crossing-ford,' Rand, is at present home with his father. He was with the R.A.A.F. for 5 1/2 years and won the D.F.M. and D.F C. He left England for Australia in September aboard the 'Strath-

eden.' which had 2000 airmen onboard and was expected to pickup a number of prisoners of war somewhere to the East. The many friends of the Connor family, especially the younger set will be pleased to learn of F/L Connor's success in operations and of the distinctions he has earned. He had his primary schooling at Bidgeemia not far from the homestead. This was followed by three years at Yanco Agricultural High School. Naturally the pupils of these schools would be deeply interested in the successes of F/L Connor. While in England F/L Connor married and has one son. Captain W. Connor's family has a long military history, the tradition of which is being maintained by the present generation. The elder son, Newton Connor was discharged from  the army in the present war as the result of a shell explosion  while the eldest daughter Avril was with the W.A.A.A.F., and the fourth member of the family, Valerie is nursing at Prince Alfred Hospital. Captain Connor's military training began in 1904,  and he was in charge of the Wagga Military Area prior to the Great War of 1914-18 in which he served overseas for four years. His father (and his fathers three brothers) were all in the same regiment, 'Soldiers Of The Queen" (Victoria). Mike  Connor, the A.B.C., comedian, once declared. 'A Connor likes a good fair fight'.

Captain Connor has many  friends in the Wagga district, made whilst he resided here, who will recall his association for four years with St. John's Choir during the rectorship of the late Canon Carver. The recorded history of the family of Connor has its roots deep in Irish history and the name crops up with many variations throughout the history of that country.

Avril Connor (pers. com. May 2012)

After the war Newton went up and helped Dad at the farm for a while but they didn’t get on.

1946? Land fit for heroes pp 85-86

Welcome Home and Ball arranged in honour of the returned servicemen and women at Bidgeemia Hall. AWG Connor, NG Connor and AM Connor were presented with certificates of appreciation by the Bidgeemia Patriotic Committee and the Lockhart Shire.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 1 Sep 1952

Ernie mentions that Newton is in Sydney, and assumes he is doing mechanical work.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 21 Feb 1957

Ernie wrote that in November 1956, he had banned Newton and Pearlie from making a ‘drinking den’ at his place.  Ernie called Newton “Beau”.
Letter WEEC to AWGC 19 Jan 1957

Ernie wrote that I cannot have Newton with me again owing to his drinking. They [Newton and Pearl] are going to Goulburn soon for an instructional course in electrical affairs – 3 months school.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 21 Feb 1957

Ernie wrote “You see how shamefully I have been deceived by Newton over his second marriage. He told me Dorothy had divorced him, and I repeated the news to the rest of the family. Avril said in one of her letters she was doubtful, and yet I didn’t think he would be so foolish as to risk going to jail. And Mum showed me a letter from Dorothy, when I was at Albury. I am greatly worried over this and other things, and I hope that if the crash comes, I shall not be here.”

Letter WEEC to AWGC 5 May 1957

Ernie wrote that Newton had visited him just before Anzac Day (after a break of 4 months) to borrow money. Then a spree for 4 or 5 days, and then another visit complaining of “tummy on fire” and wanting Ernie to drive him to Pambula.
Letter WEEC to AWGC 15 Aug 1957

Ernie wrote “Newton and Pearlie are in town. They have two rooms. The kitchen has a fireplace. Newton has had 3 weeks holiday. I took them out to some of the fishing places, for picnics; they caught a few nice bream and trevally – river fish, but the sea was so rough sometimes that no bream could get in to the river mouths.” “Newton wanted to go to Albury for the 3 week holiday but he hadn’t saved any money and two fares cost many pounds, also items of food, so I think he paid his bills – or some of them, and stayed at Eden. As soon as his vacation ended he had to go away out to camp near Towamba, to care for the P.M.G. valuables. Pearlie went along with him Friday to Monday. She likes to get out in the bush, and was thrilled when Newton found a lyrebird’s nest in a fern tree. He had previously witnessed Mr. Lyrebird dancing there showing off the greatest display of feathers.”

Letter WEEC to AWGC 25 Sep 1957

Ernie wrote; “Newton is as strong as an elephant. I have been taking them out at weekends, fishing in the rivers and lakes. They enjoy the picnic even if the fish are not biting. Newton lost his wallet at one of the hotels and thinks someone picked his pocket. The wallet held his drivers license and C-class and £16- in notes. I had to come to the rescue as usual so that they could get food supply till next pay day. Newton was recommended as the best man to go to Canberra to a school of instruction in mechanics. He turned it down because he would then be in the permanent category and liable to be sent anywhere away from Eden. This I thought would be the best for him, but of course, I haven’t a say in the question of his employment.”
Letter WEEC to AWGC 6 Oct 1957

Ernie wrote; “I have not told Newton of our proposals [re buying a farm property with Alan], and his little wife secretly thinks she will “pop in” here and capture everything as soon as I “pop off”. Newton’s all right – has a good £34- fortnightly, but money is for proper use, if he would only think that way. There is always a posse of “friends” around a free handed fellow like Newton.”

Letter WEEC to AWGC 26 Dec 1957

Ernie had Christmas dinner with Pearlie and Newton at their flat after going to church.

Newton will be busy on Saturday at the regatta as a ticket man.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 24 Apr 1958

Newton expected back in Eden for Anzac Day.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 15 Jun 1958
Newton is still up the mountain at Rocky Plain, in freezing weather, working on line work for the PMG.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 2 Jul 1958
Ernie and others (a Mr. McCulloch) heard that Newton had gone on a “wild drinking spree” first at Cooma and then Nimitybelle, with a wad of £400- cash. He was AWL from his linesman job. Ernie suspects that Lilian sent him the money. Newton had not replied to Pearl’s letters, but as Ernie writes, “Of course he never writes! I haven’t seen his handwriting since he was in the army at Queenscliff.”

Letter WEEC to AWGC 5 Aug 1958
Ernie wrote that Newton lost his commonwealth job after the drinking spree. He returned to Eden and promised to help Ernie with some house maintenance, but failed to turn up. Ernie went to their flat to find it locked up and the cats outside. The landlady said they had gone travelling for several days.

Ernie wrote; “I often think about the story Newton told me about Dorothy, when he decided to marry this queer little person he now calls his wife. Why should he deceive me, do you know? She was 28 (not 36). Mrs Baker (when at the Royal) asked me what had become of the other woman. I told her exactly what Newton had told me. Then Avril wrote to me her doubts about the divorce, and Mum showed me letters she had received from Dorothy. The worry of this is always pressing on me, that after I have passed on, the Baker family may accuse me of inventing an untruth.”
Letter WEEC to AWGC 10 Oct 1958
Ernie wrote, “Newton is still out of a job and having a very thin time of it since he lost the PMG work. He had a 4 day job loading a timber ship with mining props – sawn stuff. I had to come to the rescue when they were notified to vacate their rooms on which they owed £20 rent. Two pounds ten is a big slug per week. Newton expects to get employment at the factory as soon as the tuna canning begins. He has been getting a good lot of oysters from the lake, and we all go fishing and have a car picnic twice a week. Newton landed a flathead at Nullica mouth weighing 9 ¼ lbs and several small fish as well. Yesterday we went to Salt-Water Creek. Plenty of fish there but we had the wrong bait. But Newton and Pearl gathered a bagful of lovely mushrooms. I wanted him a few weeks ago to take a job at Cooma on a station property. £17 per week, half furnished cottage, free meat and milk, electric light, water supply etc. But it didn’t appeal to Newton to move back to Cooma. Though Pearlie would have been glad to go on the land, and leave Eden. They must owe an amount of money to the stores, and I hope he will make an effort to square them when he starts his new job. When he has a handful of notes in his pocket, he’s a millionaire.”
Letter WEEC to AWGC 8 Nov 1958
Ernie wrote; “Newton had a temporary job on the council for a week, pipelaying, and they may want him again for some other heavy works. We are going oystering today in the lake.”

Letter WEEC to AWGC 14 Mar 1959
Ernie writes “Newton is an uncertain quantity. He drives his boss everywhere – they are away in Sydney just now, getting supplies for the building contract at the wharf. When that job is finished, there are 6 commission houses to be built at Eden – same contractor.”

Letter WEEC to AWGC 14 Nov 1959
Ernie wrote that “Newton has been working for another contractor on 6 new commission houses, for which there is much competition. The fugitive contractor who built the ice-works was seen or heard of at Canberra. So the electrician, who is trying to collect some £400, got Newton to drive to Canberra in the small hours of one morning. They found the hotel but not the man. His room was locked and Newton and his friend had top break in, and found only his discarded bowling gear (he played for Bega Club), a top notch set of bowls as well.” Many people in Eden were owed money by this person.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 14 Nov 1959
Ernie wrote that Newton gave up smoking a fortnight ago, so he must have some self control.

Letter WEEC to AWGC late Dec 1959
Ernie wrote that Newton has had several temporary jobs lately and is now employed by the (new) ice works contractor, down at the wharf.

Pearlie and Newton have been here lately getting fruit for jam, boysenberries and plums. 

Eden Magnet 8 Dec 1960

Mr Newton Connor met with a painful accident last Tuesday when working a bench saw at the Sapphire Coast Motel.   Whilst cutting a piece of wood he accidentally severed two fingers on his right hand and badly injured a third finger.

Military Record;  Letter from Repatriation Dept, Melbourne to Army records 27 Aug 1962

CONNOR, Newton Gooderham VP7161 has made application to this department for benefits under the Repatriation Act. To enable a decision to be reached, would you please forward to this office, as early as possible, his full service and medical documents.

T.M. Stephens, Deputy Commissioner

Military Record;  Letter from Central Army Records Office, Albert Park to Repat Melbourne 3 Sep 1962

Sent service and medical records for Connor, N. G.

4 Jul 1964

Avril Connor (pers. com. May 2012)

Newton was driving around visiting and he went up to visit Alan at Kiama, and he went down south to Eden I think for a fishing weekend and, coming home on the highway, probably going like hell (he was always in a hurry Newton for no reason) he came over a crest on a curve into the setting sun and went off the road straight into a tree. He was in Concord Hospital in Sydney for about a week. Alan went up to see him but he was brain dead, and wouldn’t survive, and they turned off life support. Lilian (his mum) was terribly upset and said she would bring him back to Albury when he was fit enough – she was so confident that he would be alright. She didn’t go up to see him in hospital and was devastated when he died. 

Waugh Road Cemetery, Albury NSW

The Connor family plot is located in Plan 14, Section AD, Row J, Lot 18.

In 2013, it contains;

Lieutenant W. E. E. Connor, died 20 Oct 1960

Lily Marion Connor, died 8 Jul 1986

Valerie Elizabeth Alldridge, ‘Micky’ nee Connor, died 29 Jun 1994

Cpl N. G. Connor, died accidentally 4 Jul 1964

F/Lt Alan William Connor DFM, DFC, born 27 Aug 1920, died 5 Nov 2004

Military Record; Letter to Army records from Wollongong Legacy 12 Oct 1967
requesting service records for Newton Gooderham Connor enlistment No MX191478

