FRANCES HELEN CONNOR nee SPRING (1857-1901)

Gippsland Standard 23 Oct 1886

RAH Connor born c1851, youngest son of Thomas James and Ann (Peake) Connor (qv) of Seabank. Married at St Jude’s Church, Carlton, Frances Helen Spring. “A rising young grazier of the Jack”.

The Argus 1 Nov 1886

Marriage.
CONNOR-SPRING.—On the 14th ult., at St Jude's Church, Carlton, by the Rev. H. A. Betts, Robert Arthur Henry, youngest son of the late Thomas J. Connor, Seabank, to Frances [Helen], eldest daughter of the  late Captain Spring, Port Albert.
Australia Marriage Index 1788-1950 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Frances Spring

	Spouse Name:
	Robert Arthur Henry Connor

	Marriage Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1886 [14 Oct]

	Registration number:
	5439


Gippsland Times 26 Nov 1886

THE DINNER. PORT ALBERT, Thursday Evening. The annual dinner took place yesterday evening at the mechanics' institute here, when there were about 60 persons present, and a very enjoyable evening was spent. ..............................

The toast of "The Ladies" was proposed by Mr. Connor, and responded to by Messrs Bodman and Login. 

Rates Book, Alberton Shire 1887

RAH Connor, Grazier, owned 4 bedroom house on 280 acres, Devon and 100 acres and a 5 bedroom house on 5 acres at West Alberton

Alberton Cemetery Register

	No
	Surname
	Christian names
	D
	M
	Y
	Age
	Where died
	Section

	580
	CONNOR
	Unnamed stillborn child
	30
	JUL
	1887
	0
	W. ALBERTON
	C OF E


[N.B. Unsure if this is the child of RAH and FH Connor, but no other Connor options fit the time and place]

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Ruby Thornhill Connor

	Father's Name:
	Robert A Henry Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Frances Helen Spring

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1888 [19 Jul]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	16923


Gippsland Standard 23 Nov 1889

Connor & Bodman and Mrs RAH Connor bought allotments at sale by TG and AG Gellion of Hopetoun (Gelliondale) township allotments.
Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Montague Peake Connor

	Father's Name:
	Robert A Henry Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Frances Helen Spring

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1890 [8 Mar]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	8986


Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Violette Thornhill Connor

	Father's Name:
	Robert A Henry Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Frances Helen Spring

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1893 [21 Jun]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	18347


Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Millie Thornhill Connor

	Father's Name:
	Robert A Henry Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Frances Helen Spring

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1894 [11 Aug]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	16980


Gippsland Standard 1 Jun 1901

IN MEMORIAM

It is with very deep regret that we have to report the death of Mrs. Frances Helen Connor, which sad event took place on Friday evening, only seven days after her return from a trip to Melbourne. On her arrival at the Alberton station on Saturday the 25th of May it was evident that the now deceased lady was not in the enjoyment of her usual health. In fact she was compelled to take to her room, and on Monday, the symptoms were sufficiently serious to call for the attendance of Dr. Birch, who has been Mr. and Mrs. Connor’s medical adviser for a long series of years. It was at once ascertained by the doctor that Mrs. Connor’s condition was serious, as there was complication from liver and lung trouble, although not of such an alarming nature as to threaten fatal results. Prior to our issue of Friday we were pained to hear that grave fears were entertained. But even then it was hoped that the patient’s cheerful temperament, and thorough grasp of the case by Dr. Birch, would help the sufferer to pass the crisis and progress towards recovery from the sudden and unexpected visitation. That these hopes were not destined to be realised is now the sad experience of Mr. Connor’s hitherto homelike and happy household. For much dreaded contingency of heart failure at the most critical stage of the malady dispelled the last ray of hope, and the sufferer passed away quietly shortly after sunset on Friday in the presence of a sorrowing husband and bereaved household, the deceased having left one son and three daughters to mourn the loss of an active and self-sacrificing mother; of whom it may be observed with truth and sincerity that where Mrs. Arthur Connor was there was home. For those who knew her best and longest were the readiest to credit her with possession and exercise of those virtues that combine to form the invaluable character of a Christian mother and true woman. In every social effort for the furtherance of a good cause the late Mrs. Connor was a ready helper and cheerful giver, her valued services in connection with churches, schools and other local institutions being invariably endorsed, directly of indirectly, by the husband who now mourns her untimely departure from the field of human effort. In short, it was well  known to residents throughout the shire that whatever the one did the other would be sure to agree to. It was not a matter of surprise, therefore, that the funeral on Sunday afternoon was attended by the largest assemblage of district residents that ever passed through the gates of the Alberton cemetery, or that the floral emblems were so numerous that it was difficult to find room for them on the coffin or in the hearse. The chief mourners, in addition to Mr. Connor himself, for whom the deepest sympathy has been felt and expressed, were Messrs Thomas and Chas. Connor, Mr. Fred Spring and Mr. Arthur Burrows. These gentlemen, who are relatives of Mr. and Mrs. Connor, arrived from Melbourne on Saturday in answer to telegrams transmitted previous evening. The closing ceremony at Alberton Cemetery was witnessed by about three hundred people, in the presence of whom the Rev. J.C. Atkinson read the Church of England burial service in a very impressive manner; for having charge of the entire parish the vicar himself had personal experience of good work done in connection with the church  by the now deceased member of his congregation. Mrs. Connor was a daughter of the late Captain Spring, who had charge of the Helen S page in the sixties and traded between Hobart and Port Albert, but died suddenly on board his ship from disease of the heart, leaving a widow, two sons and four daughters to mourn his early departure. But the circumstances attending his demise, as well as fatal illness of his son Thomas at Port Albert some years later, and the sudden illness and departure of his daughter Frances on the 1st instant, do but add force to the old time edict “In the midst of life we are in death.”

The Argus 5 Jun 1901 

DEATHS.  CONNOR.-On the 31st May, at Riverleigh, Alberton, Gippsland, Frances Helen, the dearly loved wife of R. A. H. Connor, aged 43 years. 

The Argus 8 Jun 1901

CONNER.—On the 31st May, at "Riverleigh," Alberton, South Gippsland, Frances Helen, eldest daughter of the late Captain Spring, of  Port Albert, and dearly beloved sister of  F. W. Spring, Mrs. R. Wilson, Mrs. W. Christie, and Mrs. A. G. Lunt, aged 43 years. Home papers please copy.
Australia Death Index 1787-1985 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Frances Helen Connor

	Death Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Age:
	43

	Father's Name:
	Spring Thos

	Mother's Name:
	Sarah Thornhill

	Registration Year:
	1901 [31 May]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	4142

	Estimated Birth Year:
	abt 1858


Alberton Cemetery Register
	Surname
	Christian names
	D
	M
	Y
	Age
	Where died
	Grave
	Section

	CONNOR
	FRANCES HELEN
	2
	JUN
	1901
	43
	W. ALBERTON
	16A
	C OF E SEC I PRIVATE


