OLIVE MYRTLE CONNOR nee SMITH (1912-)
Family information

Olive Myrtle Smith born 9 Oct 1912. [This does not agree with 1933 newspaper articles which indicate 1914, but agrees with Ryerson Index]
The Argus 12 Oct 1933
BIGAMY ALLEGED  
Alan Gibbons Connor, mechanic, Collins street,  Mentone, was charged at the Brunswick Court on Wednesday with having committed bigamy. It   was alleged that Connor had on October 3, 1925 married Hazel Jessie Putt at St. Andrew's Church of England, Brighton, and that he had at [Sydney] road, Brunswick, on October 8, 1932, gone through   the form of marriage with Olive Myrtle Smith his wife being then alive. Mr. Muir appeared for Connor.
Connor pleaded not guilty, and reserved his defence. He was committed for trial at the sittings of the Criminal Court, beginning; on October 16. Bail was fixed at £100, and a surety of £100.
The Argus 9 Oct 1933

MAN SHOT AT HOME. CHASED WIFE WITH AXE . BOARDER INFORMS POLICE . LATER CHARGED WITH MURDER
Shot through the heart, Cornelius Percival Smith, aged 46 years, motor-driver, was killed at the front gate of his home in  Wedd street, Cheltenham, on Saturday night. At the city watch house yesterday Percy Horatio Sydney Barnard, aged 56 years, employed at the Majestic Theatre city, was charged with having murdered Smith. The house where the tragedy occurred is one of the few in Wedd street which   runs off Point Nepean road near the Cheltenham police station. Barnard had been boarding at the Smith's   home about a month ago.
Mrs. Ivy Smith, aged 42 years, told the police that shortly before 9.30 p.m.   on Saturday she had a quarrel with her husband. He said that he would leave the house, and he went into the back yard. In a few moments, she said, he re- turned with an axe and chased her through   the house and out the front gate into the   street, where she saw Barnard approaching.
Barnard's Statement
Barnard, in a statement to the police said that as be approached the front gate on his way home from work he saw Smith with the axe uplifted. Barnard said that in his pocket was an automatic pistol, which he used when escorting employees carrying money from the theatre to a bank. He snatched the pistol from his pocket and fired at Smith's arm, but the bullet entered his chest. Smith staggered and collapsed. Barnard added that he walked to the   Returned Soldiers' Memorial Hall, Point Nepean Rd, where Sergeant Charlesworth of Cheltenham, was on duty at a football club dance, handed him the pistol, and told him that he bad shot a man. They returned to Wedd Street with a doctor and found Smith lying dead.
Youths Witness Shooting:
Importance is attached by the police to the evidence of two boys, aged 14 and 11 years, who witnessed the shooting as they were returning home from playing at a neighbour's house, which was 80 yards from Smith's, across a vacant block. The elder boy told the police yesterday that as they reached the front gate of the neighbour's house he saw two figures run   out of Smith's house into the street. He did not hear any scream, and it was too dark to distinguish the figures. Then an- other figure appeared, and he heard a  man's voice. then there was a shot, and one of the first two figures staggered and collapsed. He and his companion ran back into the house and when they came out   about five minutes later there were lights flashing in the windows of the Smiths' house.
Messrs George Johnston, John Hatcher, and Arthur Hatcher, who live in houses     immediately adjoining and behind the Smiths' house did not hear the shot, and   did not know that a tragedy had occurred until midday yesterday.
Smith was employed as a motor-driver  by Paddle Bros boot manufacturers, North Fitzroy. Mrs. Smith is the head cleaner of a city theatre. Mrs. Smith has two sons, aged 20 and 23 years, and two daughters, aged 20 and 19 years. They are all married.    [Youngest daughter is Olive Myrtle Smith, who married Alan Gibbons Connor. This would put Olive’s birth year as 1914, not 1912 as family says.]
The Argus 10 Oct 1933

MURDER CHARGE. BARNARD IN COURT
Allegations Against Widow
Following the shooting of Cornelius Percival Smith, motor driver, of Cheltenham, on Saturday, Percival Horatio Sydney Barnard, aged 56 years, commissionaire, of   Wedd street Cheltenham, was charged with murder and when the case came before the City Court yesterday, Mrs. Ivy Margaret Smith aged 42 years, Smith's widow was   presented on a charge of having been an   accessory to the murder. Barnard had been arrested on Saturday night after he had informed the Cheltenham police of the   tragedy. Mrs. Smith was arrested a few hours before the Court sat.
The only witness in the Court yesterday was Senior detective S H McGuffie, who   described the arrest of Barnard and of Mrs. Smith. At 10.30 pm on Saturday, Senior detective McGuffie said, Barnard called at the Cheltenham police station where he made a statement in which he alleged that   Smith had returned home under the influence of liquor on Saturday night and had attacked Mrs. Smith with an axe. Barnard said that he then drew a revolver and fired at Smith. He added that he was a boarder in the Smiths' house.
Senior detective McGuffie added that Mrs. Smith had said that she and Barnard had   agreed to concoct a story before going to   the Cheltenham police station. On Sun day, Mrs. Smith had told police that a statement which she had made to them was untrue, and that her husband had not attacked her with an axe. Barnard had also admitted to the police that his first statement had been untrue.  
Barnard and Mrs. Smith were remanded until October 16. Mr. Bond refused an application by Barnard for bail. Mrs. Smith was allowed bail in £200 with a similar surety.
The Argus 12 Oct 1933

BIGAMY ALLEGED  
Alan Gibbons Connor, mechanic, Collins street,  Mentone, was charged at the Brunswick Court on Wednesday with having committed bigamy. It   was alleged that Connor had on October 3, 1925 married Hazel Jessie Putt at St. Andrew's Church of England, Brighton, and that he had at [Sydney] road, Brunswick, on October 8, 1932, gone through   the form of marriage with Olive Myrtle Smith his wife being then alive. Mr. Muir appeared for Connor.
Connor pleaded not guilty, and reserved his defence. He was committed for trial at the sittings of the Criminal Court, beginning; on October 16. Bail was fixed at £100, and a surety of £100.
The Argus 17 Oct 1933

MURDER CHARGE  Barnard Refused Bail
Before Mr. Bond; P M., at the City Court yesterday, Percy Horatio Sydney Barnard, aged 56 years, was charged with having murdered Cornelius Percival Smith at Cheltenham on October 7. Ivy Margaret Smith, aged 41 years, Percy Smith's widow, was charged that, knowing Barnard to have murdered Smith, she did receive, comfort, harbour, assist, and maintain Barnard.
A remand was granted in each case until October 22. Mrs. Smith was allowed bail in a surety of £200. Mr Bond P M refused to hear an application for bail by Barnard.    
The Argus 28 Oct 1933

PLEA FOR LIBERTY
Bigamist Wants to Marry
"I love this girl your Honour, and I want to marry her" said Alan Gibbons Connor aged 26 years, mechanic of Cheltenham, when pleading for his liberty to Mr. Justice Macfarlan in the Criminal Court yesterday. Connor admitted a charge of bigamy and when asked if he hid anything to say why sentence should not be passed he said that he wanted to look after   the girl. "Her father died a fortnight ago." he said "and she is now on her own. I   beg you sir to let me go so that I can be good to her and marry her when I can."  [see coverage of Cheltenham shooting]      
Mr. Justice MacFarlan said that the crime of bigamy was serious. In the present case   the girl who was the party wronged was fond of the prisoner and she wanted to marry him. Although the charge was too serious to allow Connor out on a bond leniency would be extended to him because both parties seemed genuinely fond of each  other. Connor was sentenced to four months' imprisonment.
The Argus 14 Nov 1933

CHELTENHAM SHOOTING
"DID NOT MEAN TO KILL,"  MAN CHARGED WITH MURDER
Wife's Statement to Police
Details of the shooting of Cornelius Percival Smith, motor-driver aged 46 years outside his home in Wedd street,   Cheltenham on the night of October 7, were related when the coroner (Mr D Grant P M ) held an inquest yesterday.
Percy Horatio Sydney Barnard, commissionaire aged 48 years who had previously been charged with having murdered Smith was present in custody. As the result of their investigations detectives in charge of the inquiry also charged Ivy Margaret Smith, widow, with having   been an accessory to the murder. She has been admitted to bail, and was also present at the inquest.
Oswald George Jewell, schoolboy, aged 14 years of Wedd street Cheltenham said   that at 9 30 pm on October 7 he was on a vacant allotment nearly opposite Smith's house in company with another boy when he saw two persons come out of a gate at Smith's house. They appeared  to be running. Shortly afterwards another person came out of the gate and called out, "What are you doing there?"
Witness could not hear the reply but almost immediately afterwards he heard a shot and saw the person who came out of the gate last stagger along the foot path. Witness and his companion went to the house of a neighbour and told a man what they had seen. As they returned to Wedd street they saw the flash of an electric torch in the garden of Smith's house and heard some person say   something about the "spur" of the moment but they did not hear any reply.
Jewell's evidence was corroborated by Leonard McAliece, schoolboy, aged 11 years, of Wedd street Cheltenham.
Boarder's Story to Constable
Ernest George Paddle, boot manufacturer of Beach road, Mentone said that on October 7 Smith, who had been employed by his firm as a motor driver for 15 years had driven him to the races. They had had five drinks during the afternoon and witness had left Smith in Point Nepean road, Cheltenham to go to his home about 6.40 p.m. Although not a  teetotaller, Smith was a man of sober habits.
Senior-constable A. A. Charlesworth   of Cheltenham, said that Barnard came to him at a dance hall in Cheltenham about 10.15 p m on October 7 and said,  
"I have shot a man. Here is the pistol."  
Witness said, " Who is the man?" and Barnard said, "She will tell you." Mrs. Smith who was some distance away, approached and said, "Con has been shot". Asked by witness how the shooting occurred, Barnard said, " I saw Smith chasing his wife with an axe. I did not think that I would have time to get up to them so I fired a shot. After I fired the shot Smith kept running until he fell on the roadway." When asked what had become of the axe, Barnard said that he had put it behind the fence as he thought "someone might take it or run over it". When the doctor who had been summoned said that Smith was dead, Barnard said, "This is awful". At the Cheltenham police station Barnard made a   statement in which he said that he had returned to Cheltenham by the 8. 25 pm train after having spent the day in the city. As he was approaching   the Smiths house where he had been boarding for some time, he saw Mrs. Smith being chased by her husband who was carrying an axe, and he fired a shot intending only to wound Smith.
Continuing, Constable Charlesworth said that when he interviewed Mrs. Smith on October 8 she made a statement in which she said that she and her husband had had a quarrel when she arrived home, and she had said, "Con I am going to clear out". She went to her bedroom to get her hat and coat and Smith went to the woodshed. He returned with an axe in his hand and said, "You will not leave here to-night. She ran out of   the front gate and saw Barnard coming along the road . She called out, "Perce! He is going to do for me with the axe. Immediately afterwards she heard a shot fired and ran inside the house. Barnard came in later and said, "My God! I have shot him. We had better go for the police and give myself up." The statement added that Mrs. Smith had known     Barnard for about five years having met   him while she was working as a cleaner at the Majestic Theatre in Flinders  street, city. Her husband to whom she had been married for 25 years was a bad- tempered man and for the last 20 years had been addicted to drink.
Wife's Second Statement  
Senior-detective McGuffie said that when he interviewed Mrs. Smith on Sunday October 8, she repeated in substance the statement she had made to Constable Charlesworth. At the detective office witness said to Mrs. Smith, "Unfortunately for you and Barnard, there were eye-witnesses to the shooting and they  said that the shooting took place about 6ft from the front gate, which shows that  your story is not true. As proof of that  one of the witnesses took Constable Charlesworth to the spot to-day and found a cartridge shell." Mrs. Smith became very distressed and made no reply.   Later she said, "The story is not true, but I knew that when you brought me here to-night I would have to tell the truth."  
In a statement to witness, Mrs. Smith said that she had suggested to Barnard when she left work last March that he should come to her home as a boarder. They had been on intimate terms since Barnard had been living at her house. On October 7 she and Barnard spent the day on the beach at Mentone, returning home at 6 o clock. While they were in a room in which no light was burning, they heard footsteps outside the front of the house about 9 o'clock. Smith was seen outside, and she told Barnard to go out the front door and come in at the side gate. After Barnard left the house she heard a shot fired. When Barnard came back and said that he had shot Smith, he said, "We will say that he chased you with the axe and I had to shoot him to protect you." They went outside where Mrs. Smith said, "You must have done it on the spur of the moment." On the way to the Cheltenham police station Barnard said, "We will both have to stick to the same story." Mrs. Smith said, "We will say you were coming up the road when he chased me out the gate."
The statement added that Mrs. Smith had told lies to protect Barnard. The  statement made to Senior-constable  Charlesworth was a "make-up" to save Barnard as she knew that he had no justification for shooting her husband. She knew that her husband was dead although she did not go to see him, as she "wanted to save the living."  
Early the following morning Senior-detective McGuffie spoke to Barnard at the city watch house. Barnard repeated the story he had told to Senior-constable Charlesworth but later admitted that it was untrue and made another statement which in substance corroborated the second statement made by Mrs. Smith. Barnard added that he had not meant to kill Smith.
Returning a finding of the "willful and felonious killing of Cornelius Percival Smith by Percival Horatio Sydney Barnard." Mr. Grant PM committed Barnard for trial at the Supreme Court on December 4 on a charge of murder.
The Argus 15 Nov 1933
CHELTENHAM SHOOTING
Ivy Margaret Smith widow of Wedd street Cheltenham who was charged at the City Court yesterday with having been an accessory to the murder of her husband Cornelius Percival Smith aged 46 years of  Wedd street Cheltenham on October 7 was remanded until November 21. Bail of £200 was allowed
As Percy Horatio Sydney Barnard   aged 48 years commissionaire of Wedd street Cheltenham had already been  committed for trial by the city coroner (Mr. D Grant PM) at the Supreme Court, a charge of murder against him was formally withdrawn.

The Argus 29 Nov 1933

CHELTENHAM TRAGEDY.  City Court Charge Withdrawn
Ivy Margaret Smith aged 42 years of Wedd street Cheltenham appeared before Mr. Bond PM at the City Court yester- day for the ninth time on a charge of having been an accessory to the murder   of Cornelius Percival Smith aged 56 years motor-driver of Webb street Cheltenham on October 7.
Sergeant De La Rue (for the prosecution) said that a presentment had been served for Margaret Smith to appear   before a higher Court on December 4 and   he asked that the case should be with drawn. Mr. Bond complied with the re- quest
The coroner has already committed Horatio Sydney Barnard aged 46 years theatre commissionaire for trial for the murder of Smith.
The Argus 9 Dec 1933

VERDICT IN SHOOTING TRIAL.VICTIM'S WIDOW ACQUITTED. MAN GUILTY OF MANSLAUGHTER
After a retirement of an hour and 25 minutes a jury in the Criminal Court yesterday found Percy Horatio Sydney Bar- nard aged 56 years theatre commissionaire guilty of manslaughter and Ivy Margaret Smith aged 46 years not guilty on a charge of having been an accessory after   the fact of the murder of her husband Cornelius Percival Smith. Smith was shot dead on October 7 in Wedd street Cheltenham and Barnard was charged with murder. Mr. Justice Wasley presided at the trial.  Mr. Cullity (instructed by Mr. Sonenberg) appeared for Mrs. Smith, and Mr. Winneke (instructed by Messrs Home and Wilkinson) appeared for Barnard.
Barnard, on oath, said that he was unmarried. He had a permit to carry a pistol, because It was his duty to carry money to the bank from the picture theatre where he had been employed for   10 years The first time that he had ever fired a shot from the pistol in his life was on the Saturday night when he shot Smith. After he and Mrs. Smith had spent the afternoon on the beach at Mentone they went home and had tea. Smith was out at the time, and they remained in a room with the door locked until about 9pm. Smith came home about 7.45 pm and they heard him get- ting his tea. Later they heard him knocking on the door. Witness then went out of the front door and walked along Wedd street. Smith rushed out at him and punched him on the side of the head, saying "You - you!"
'I pushed him away,' said Barnard, but he came at me again, and said, 'I will do for you I will shoot the pair of you, and shoot you first.' I said, For   Gods sake don't do anything like that, Con" Smith replied 'Won't I. I will shoot you first and do for the missus afterwards ' " Barnard added that Smith put his hand in his pocket and pulled out something that looked like a pistol. Barnard said that he pulled out his pistol and fired in the air to frighten Smith. Just as he went to fire Smith pushed him and ran away. After running about 30 yards Smith stumbled and fell. Witness later went to the police and gave himself up
Mr. Justice Wasley asked Barnard whether he had suggested that Mrs. Smith should tell the same story about being pursued with an axe.
Barnard - No we did not put our heads together.
Barnard said that he was taken to Russell street by the detectives early on Sunday morning and was kept there until the Monday night. The detectives came to question him about 1 am on Monday   He had not slept since the Friday, and was muddled.
Mr. Book - How many times did Smith rush at you?-Three or four times. He was very excited
I suppose he kept singing out?-Not very loud
When Smith fell did you think that you had killed him? - I thought I had wounded him
Then why did you not go to his assistance? - I did not want to interfere. I wanted to tell the police first.
Mr. Justice Wasley - Why? He might have been bleeding to death.
Barnard - I thought I should go for the police. I did not know where to get a doctor.
Mr Book - Was it an accident or self defence?
Barnard -In self-defence
Judge's Summing-up
Mr. Justice Wasley, in his charge to the jury, said that there was no dispute about the killing. It was possible that Barnard had realised that his conduct had been discovered and the possible consequences were flashing through his mind. Assuming for a moment that he lost his mental balance and without forming any   intention at all had deliberately shot Smith - if the matter struck the jury like that it would be justified in saying that the proper verdict was not murder but manslaughter. Supposing that the position was that Barnard came out followed by Smith that Smith said, ' What are you doing here? ' and in answer to that challenge Barnard fired, then the jury might say that it was cold-blooded murder. If there was any truth in the statement by Barnard in the witness-box, then why did he make the untrue statements to the detectives?
Mr. Justice Wasley said that it was an unusual charge against Mrs. Smith. It was suggested by the Crown that she must have known that Barnard had unlawfully killed her husband. The Crown must prove that Mrs. Smith knew that she was doing wrong in assisting Barnard.
The jury found Barnard guilty of manslaughter. It made a "very strong recommendation to mercy” on account of his previous good character. He was remanded for sentence.
Mrs. Smith was found not guilty and discharged.
The Argus 15 Dec 1933

CHELTENHAM TRAGEDY
SEVEN YEARS FOR MANSLAUGHTER. COMMISSIONAIRE SENTENCED 
Passing sentence on Barnard, Mr. Justice Wasley said that speaking personally he could not see one single redeeming feature in his case. "You had entered into relations" said Mr. Justice  Wasley "with the wife of the man and when he observed it and spoke to you, you shot him dead. The case is very nearly one in which the maximum sentence might be imposed. The jury however for some reason which seemed to appeal to it, made a strong recommendation to mercy on the ground of previous good character. Taking that recommendation into account, the sentence will be imprisonment for seven years with hard labour."

Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Olive Myrtle Connor

	Gender:
	Female

	Electoral Year:
	1942

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Burke

	Subdistrict:
	Edward

	Address:
	683 Canning street

	Occupation:
	Home duties

	Residing with:
	Alan Gibbons Connor (fitter)


Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Olive Myrtle Connor

	Gender:
	Female

	Electoral Year:
	1949

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Burke

	Subdistrict:
	Edward

	Address:
	683 Canning street

	Occupation:
	Home duties

	Residing with:
	Alan Gibbons Connor (fitter)


Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	Olive Myrtle Connor

	Gender:
	Female

	Electoral Year:
	1954

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Burke

	Subdistrict:
	Edward

	Address:
	683 Canning street

	Occupation:
	Home duties

	Residing with:
	Alan Gibbons Connor (fitter)


Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

1963-1980

Olive Vogt was residing with her son Ronald David Connor and daughter in law Roslyn Janis Connor at 32 Weatherston Rd, Seaford Vic.

23 Dec 1993  Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records File 1184586

Olive Myrtle Connor also known as Olive Myrtle Vogt, retired housekeeper, of 32 Weatherston Rd, Seaford Vic left everything to her son and executor Ronald David Connor, salesman of 32 Weatherston Rd, Seaford.

The Ryerson Index
	CONNOR

	Olive Myrtle

	Death notice

	10 OCT 2000

	Death

	88 

	at Frankston Hospital

	Herald Sun (Melbourne)

	11 OCT 2000



	


Death Certificate Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records File 1184586

Olive Myrtle Connor aka Vogt, retired housekeeper, born 9 Oct 1912 at Carlton, died 10 Oct 2000 at Frankston. Resided lately at 17 Charles Street Seaford. Married first, aged 23 yeras, to Alan Gibbons Connor. Married second, aged 45 years, to Graham Roland Vogt. Children James Alan Connor and Ronald David Connor.

Cremated 12 Oct 2000 Bunurung Crematorium, Bangholme Vic.

Personal estate valued at $82476. Probate granted Feb 2001
