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FLORENCE MARIE ‘Dott’ FERRES nee CONNOR (1852-1929)

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Female Connor [Florence Marie]

	Birth Date:
	28 Dec 1852

	Father's Name:
	Thomas James Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Anne Peake

	Birth Place:
	Tasmania

	Registration Year:
	1853

	Registration Place:
	Hobart, Tasmania

	Registration number:
	2018


The Courier 3 Jan 1855

DEPARTURES- DECEMBER 30.
Eliza Frances, barque," 290, Suter, Sydney. Passengers - Mr., Mrs. Connor and family. [Thomas James jr, George William, Cornelia Ann, Sarah Frances, Edward Charles, Robert Arthur Henry, Florence Marie, Narcissa West makes 8 children!]
Launceston Examiner 5 Feb 1856

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE ENTERED INWARDS

February 5.--I.S.N. Co.'s steamer Royal Shepherd. 184 Ions, W. H. Saunders. master, from Sydney; George Fisher. agent. Passengers Mr. John Atkinson, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Gough, Mrs. Connor, and 6 children. [Thomas James jr, George William, Cornelia Ann, Sarah Frances, Edward Charles, Robert Arthur Henry, Florence Marie, Narcissa West makes 8 children!]

Launceston Examiner 2 Aug 1859

[T.J. Connor mentioned as an inwards passenger from Melbourne on 1 Aug]

According to his obituary in the Gippsland Standard of 3 June 1880, T.J. Connor and his family arrived in Melbourne on 1 October 1859, the day Flying Buck won the Champions’ Race.

The Argus 14 Apr 1865

A Miss Connor listed as a soprano for a Good Friday concert in St George’s Hall

Cornwall Chronicle Wed 4 Apr 1866

FRIGHTFUL IMMORALITY AT THE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. (From the Melbourne Age of Saturday [31 Mar 1866].) We had hoped that our last inquiry into the discipline and management of the Industrial Schools, particularly at Sunbury, would have resulted in some considerable improvement. A board of inspection was appointed to keep the subordinate officials in check, and re ports were promised to Parliament of their periodical investigations. The board reported that things were bad, but not so bad as painted, and that somebody was to blame, but they could not exactly say who. Mr. Duncan has since replaced Mr. Harcourt, and yet the board still exists, and we presume still reports upon the condition at the Industrial Schools. Since Mr. Duncan's appointment two events have transpired, which have led to the suspension of the superintendent of the Sunbury school and the superintendent of the Prince's Bridge school. The former, Mr. Weekes, was suspended, owing to a disinclination to pay proper deference to Mr. Duncan's authority; hut the offence charged   against Mr. Connor is of a more serious character. He occupied, until very recently, the position of school master, and his wife that of matron, at the Prince's Bridge establishment. The position of schoolmaster was a nominal one, Mr. Harcourt reposing such confidence in him as to entrust him with the duties of superintendent; and, on Mr. Harcourt's resignation, be was formally nominated to the office. His appointment bas been the precursor of some charges being made against him. It is alleged that he has carnally abused several girls in the institution, and that to others he has conducted himself in a very disgusting manner. The charges were so specifically made, and reiterated so persistently, that Mr. Duncan was communicated with and an inquiry instituted. The evidence taken accuses Mr. Connor with being in the habit of visiting the girls' wards at night, whilst they were in bed, and putting his bands beneath the bedclothes, and indecently exposing his person. This practice is said to have been continued for a long time. The mother of one of the girls was present during the examination, and suggested the propriety of sending   for a doctor to ascertain whether her daughter had been violated, but this was not considered necessary. The statements of several girls and the evidence of witnesses in corroboration were taken by Mr. Duncan, and Mr. Connor has been suspended until further inquiry has been made. In our report of the Sunbury Industrial Schools we drew attention to rumors of such conduct as is now charged against Mr. Connor, when we alluded to the existence of a skeleton in the closet of the Melbourne situation, which would require nil the wits of the commission to discover. Some of the boys at the Sunbury school stated that it was no uncommon thing for Mr. Connor to kiss and hug the girls at Prince's Bridge, and a report to that effect was circulated by Mr. Harcourt's son, but subsequently denied by him. At a later period, and since our inquiry, a complaint was made to Mr. Harcourt by one of the wards men that Mr. Connor had kissed some girls in the dining room in the presence, of a number of boys and girls, and had been guilty of similar impropriety in one of the girls' wards. An inquiry was initiated, and the offence proved, and Mr. Connor punished by a reprimand, but the troublesome ward man at a convenient opportunity was got rid of. There is sufficient evidence that the superintendent's conduct has been characterised by an openness that speaks volumes for the degradation of the institution. We cannot disgrace our columns with a tithe of the evidence which has been produced, which not only implicates Mr. Connor, but conveys very serious imputations against the wards women who have been cognisant of his conduct. The authority he possessed and the favour in which he stood with Mr. Harcourt is assigned as a reason why these disgusting practices were not sooner made known, and with some show of reason when it is known that Mr. Connor had virtually the power of dismissal, and in one notable instance exercised it, because a complaint had been preferred against him. Sufficient time has not elapsed since the discovery was made for the Government to take action. Mr. Duncan's report will, no doubt, be submitted pro forma, but we understand Mr. McCulloch has been privately made aware of its nature. Mr. Connor, though suspended, resides with his wife and family on the premises; and, for aught we know to the contrary, has still access to the wards. One of his daughters occupies the position of schoolmistress, and a son in some other capacity in the institution. On visiting it, yesterday evening, we ascertained that there had been a disturbance in one of the girls' ward, arising out of the charge preferred against Mr. Connor. To our surprise we found that no steps had been taken to place the girls who had preferred the complaint against him in a position where they were not likely to be subjected to improper influence, but, on the contrary, the disturbance in the ward referred to had arisen from the contempt manifested by the girls generally to those who had given the information which led to Mr. Connor's suspension. It was viewed by the majority of the girls as a heinous offence, and nothing short of the arrest of some of them and the threat of sending them for the night to the cells could curb the insubordination. It would have been preferable had the girls been placed in a position where there was little likelihood of their being tampered with. Perhaps a sufficient precaution has been taken in collecting evidence, but it is evident that the feeling in the establishment is adverse to the action taken by the girls, and may probably defeat the ends of justice. It would be well for the institution were the rumors of another heinous offence inquired into. It is openly stated that a crime of a most horrible character is frequent, and that boys have been sent to the hospital for treatment in consequence. We are aware that the medical staff deny this, and we consider their purpose to some extent praiseworthy. But an unpleasant feeling pervades the community, and there are at least good grounds for a rigid investigation, and for some preventive measures being adopted.
[According to his obituary in the Gippsland Standard 3 Jun 1880 Thomas and Ann Connor took up residence at Jack River in the Alberton District on 29 May 1867]

South Yarra Guardian 28 Dec 1867

SPEECH DAY OF MR. CONNOR'S SCHOOL, PUNT ROAD. The late hour at which the annual meeting terminated on Friday of last week prevented the possibility of our giving any report of the proceedings in our last issue. This has given opportunity to gather a few facts connected with this school which are of special interest. Foremost among these we learn that when Mr. Connor first became connected with it, some five years since, the average attendance of scholars was only about 50, whereas it is now 300. We think this of itself a most pleasing testimony to the general efficiency of the management. Another fact is, that for this large school there is no necessity, as we understand, for visiting masters, the gentle men and ladies associated with Mr. Connor performing all the duties amongst themselves. The only drawback to increased success is the want of some additional accommodation, about £250 being required for the addition of separate class rooms, so that the in convenience of two or three classes meeting at the same time in one room may be avoided. For this need a special call will shortly be made. Hitherto all expenses have been met by the usual school fund, with the exception of about £150 expended during the present year, derived from a rental for the use of the school-room while Mr. Mackie's church was building, and a few private contributions. We now proceed to give a very brief notice of the meeting. The chair was taken by the Rev. G Mackie, who, after the children had sung two or three verses of the 100th  
Psalm, commenced the proceedings with prayer. He then in a few words introduced the programme of the evening.-The first performance was a simultaneous recitation-by the elocution class entitled " Homes of England," which, from the admirable care that had evidently been bestowed by its tutor, Mr. Atkinson, gave promise of an evening of more than ordinary interest. It would be quite impossible to give a seriatim notice of all the recitations, and where all were so good it is difficult to make a selection. Waite gave "The Cantab," a whimsical account of the doings of an inebriate student, with much humour. :A "Scene from Shy lock" was admirably done by Tope, Davenport, and Reeve, and so also was the scene from." The Rivals," by Mr. Atkinson and Tope. Davenport, major, gave the pathetic "Graves of the Household" with much feeling, and Stewart gave Byron's "Waterloo" well. The celebrated senate scene from 'Cato" was most successful, and received the well merited plaudits of the audience. "Bob Sawyer's party,' from Dickens's Pick wick papers, was also very ably done. We may say of the whole of the recitations that they displayed a thorough appreciation of the varied subjects treated of, and a most remarkable freedom from the ranting style one so often finds in schoolboy speeches. The singing was conducted by Mr. Brown, another teacher in the school, who deserves equal credit in this department, with Mr. Atkinson in the preceding. "Spring breathes around us," "Summer Song," and   the round "Morning is come," were very well done; and so was the duet "Flow on thou shining river." The others were also highly commendable. Numerous specimens of plain and ornamental needlework were exhibited, the handiwork of the girls, and gave ample testimony to the patient care that had been bestowed on this department by the lady teachers. During the evening Mr. Connor gave a short verbal report of the progress of the school during the year, and we have since seen the certificate of the examiners under the board, which testifies that "the answers received from the children to their questions throughout were very ready and correct," and gave satisfactory proof of careful, laborious assiduity on the part of the teachers, and that "the singing was marked with great precision and good taste, with the voices well under control," which was fully manifested to the audience on the evening in question. Mr. Mackie also added his testimony from frequent visits made to the school. At the end of the evening the prizes were distributed, several of which were donations from private friends, and the National Anthem brought a most pleasant evening to a close. We cannot conclude this sketch without a word of encouragement for the teachers one and all. Their work is a great one and worth doing well. It is the seed sowing for     a great and glorious harvest. Only sow good seed and surely whatever may be the discouragements with which you meet, and they must at times be many,- in due time you shall reap. 

HONOR LIST.
Needlework. Plain Work--1, Jessie Conacher 2, Florence   Connor; 3, Eliza Soutar; 4, Sarah Thompson. 

Good Conduct in Sewing Class--Eliza Soutar, Florence Connor. ....

 Thomas J. Connor, Head Master.
Gippsland Guardian 9 Jan 1868

PORT ALBERT. Sailed.  6th January.--Samson, s.s., 111 tons, H. S. Lapthorne, for Melbourne. Passengers Cabin: Revr. Mr. Byrne. Misses Bramford, Connor, Nicol; and 15 in the steerage. G.S.N. Co.. agents. 

The Argus 15 Jan 1868

ARRIVED.-JAN. 14.
Samson, s.s.. H. S. Lapthorne, from Port Albert 13th inst. Passengers-cabin : Miss Connor, [which one?] Messrs. D. Turnbull, Clifton, Cowell, Young (two) ; and three in the steerage. Gipps Land Steam Navigation Company, agents. , , 
Gippsland Times 12 Mar 1868

On Monday evening last, a musical and vocal soiree, interspersed with readings from   standard authors, was held at the Court house, Alberton, for the purpose of raising funds to liquidate an old debt on the Church of England at that place. The programme   was abundant in its variety and character. The music and singing by Captain and Mrs.  Kelsall, Miss James, the Misses Connor, and  are Messrs Guy and Woods was excellent. The readers-Captain Keleall, the Rev. J. K.   Hall and Mr. Connor, did justice to the parts selected by them, and if success is to   be judged from the opening night, the entertainment of Monday must be considered a   success. The chair was occupied by Captain   Slade, R.N., and the room, capable of holding   from 120 to 150 persons, was crowded, whilst   the well chosen. programme was received   with frequent declarations of satisfaction and pleasure. At the conclusion, the chairman intimated that it was the intention of the promoters to have a similar entertainment   at the full of every moon, so long as they  found their efforts appreciated as they  appeared to be that evening.   [Florence and Fanny?]
Gippsland Guardian 13 Mar 1868

READINGS AT ALBERTON.
The first of a series of Shakespearian readings combined with a musical en tertainment, was given at the Court House at Alberton, on the evening of Monday the 9th 'inst.
The meeting was opened by the Chairman (Captain Slade) who briefly explained that the evening's entertainment was suggested in the first instance as a means by which a small debt yet owing by the Alberton Church Building Committee might be liquidated, in the second it was proposed that the evening's amusement should be continued at monthly intervals for the edification and amusement of the inhabitants of that part of Gippsland. Captain Kelsall, Messrs. W. B. Wood, Goy and other gentlemen with their families had promised to contribute the benefit of their talents, and to co-operate to further the proposition. He (Captain Slade) hoped that his and their efforts would be supported by his neighbours and friends, and that they would avail themselves of the evening's enjoyment each month as it transpired. He was pleased to see so many present the first evening. It was gratifying and encouraging to further efforts which he   promised should not be wanting either   by himself or by the other gentlemen who had promoted the movement.
Programme, part 1. Duet, piano " Largo al Factotum," from the opera of the Barber of Seville, Captain and Mrs. Kelsall; reading, " Merchant of Venice," Rev. J. K Hall; duet [Florence and Fanny?], "Flow on thou shining River," the Misses Connor, Captain Helsall, harmonium; reading, " From Lover's Traits of the Irish Character," "Lend me the loan of   a Gridiron,'' Captain' Kelsall; song, ' The Irish Emigrant," Mr Goy ; part 2.' Duet, piano, Captain and Mrs Kelsall; reading, '-From Oliver Twist," Mr Connor ; song, "Sweet Spirit hear my Prayer," Miss Connor, Cuptain Kelsall, harmonium; reading from Pickwick,. " Bob Sawyer's Party," Captain Kelsall; reading " The Wife's Appeal, Cassel's Penny Readings." Mr Connor; song, " The Englishman," Mr   W. B. Wood; " God save the Queen," choir.
The evenings entertainment was a most felicitous success. The Court   House was well lighted, the singing was much admired, and the readings were, we are sure, duly appreciated.   Captain Helsall's " Gridiron" was the  bon bouche of the soiree and created the greatest applause*, the facetiso thrown into the voice and action of the gallant leader when illustrating and mimicking Irish character is well known to be   inimitable and to one's risibles perfectly irresistible. Some parts of Mr. Connor's reading of the workhouse scene from " Oliver Twist" was extremely well rendered, and was very amusing, the effect of this piece was quite destroyed by the wearisome length to which he   continued it, for sitting upon hard, benches for upwards of an hour listening to page after page of the pauper talk between the not over moral mistress and beadle of a English parish workhouse was, we considered, rather too much of that description of a good thing, this too much becomes monotonous and has a tendency to make an audience fidgetty and inattentive. However, upon the whole, the evening was very enjoyable and a great and edifying treat to the lovers of music and letters. The concert commenced at 8 p.m. and terminated at a quarter past 11. The next meeting will be on the 7th April at 7 p.m.
Gippsland Guardian 10 Apr 1868

READINGS AT ALBERTON.
Another of those delightful musical   and Shakespearian entertainments for which the township' of Alberton is becoming so eminently and so praise worthily notorious, came off with the greatest possible éclat on Monday evening last.
The meeting was presided over by Captain Slade, J.P., who previously to the commencement of the enjoyable and edifying mental recreation provided,   briefly addressed the audience. He stated that he was extremely delighted to see so numerous and so respectable a company assembled. He was glad to observe that the efforts of himself and the other ladies and gentlemen who were the promoters of the meetings. and who intended to take part in the proceedings, were so well and so kindly appreciated. The crowded room evidenced to him and them that their intentions were understood, and that their desire to edify and amuse their neighbours now and then, by giving an evening's instruction and entertainment was becomingly valued. He assured them that he and the ladies and gentlemen promoting the movement were themselves highly delighted and gratified at having the opportunity to make use of the musical abilities, and any other talents they possessed, for the benefit and enjoyment of their neighbours. He begged to state that the proceeds accruing from the 1s. charge of admission, would be appropriated to the purchase of a bell for the Alberton church, the want of which was, as they all knew, a very great inconvenience. He also stated that as the weather had been so unpropitious the last week or so, the performers could not meet for practice as often as they, had wished, which necessitated a few alterations in the programme, as printed, but he hoped that the substituted pieces of music would be as equally pleasing to the company.
Programme: Overture to Zampa, Capt. and Mrs. Kelsall; Reading, " A tale from the Victorian Magazine," Mr. Connor; Song, " Old Dog: Tray," Mr. Wood ; Heading, " Misadventures at Margate, or the Vulgar Boy,'' Captain Kelsall; Set of Waltzes. " First Love," Mrs. Kelsall and Mrs. Woolhouse ; Re citation, " Spanish Champion," Master O'Connor; Song, "Molly Asthore," Miss Connor; "Rule Britannia," solo and chorus, all present joined in chorus, and vociferously encored. Interval of "ten minutes. Punch and Judy Quadrille, the Misses Tyers; " Canadian Boat Song," Miss Connor, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Goy ; Readings from Love’s Traits of Irish Character, Paddy the Piper," Captain Kelsall; Song, "In Happy Moments day by day," Mr. J. Kelsall; '' See our oars with feathered Spray,'' the Misses Connor, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Goy ; " Reading from Shakespeare's play of King John," Mr. Kelsall; Song, "John Anderson my Joe,"   Mr. Goy; Reading, "The Wedding Ring," Mr. Connor; Song, " Love Not," Miss Connor; "God Save the Queen."
Several of the pieces of music were skilfully played, particularly the " First Love'' Waltzes, by Mrs. Captain Kelsall and her daughter Mrs. Woodhouse, and the ' Punch and Judy Quadrilles," by the Misses Tyers. Miss Connor's singing of the Hon. Mrs. Norton's beautiful song, " Love Not," was much admired. It is an exquisite treat to hear this lady sing at any time, we therefore advise those residing in the district who have not yet had that pleasure to watch for the next full moon, and to go to Alberton Court House for that purpose: they will be amply repaid. Criticism is impossible where the performances are so courteously and so kindly tendered, yet we cannot take leave of the subject without referring to the debut of one gentleman, Mr. Joseph Kelsall, whose first appearance upon any stage, except the stage upon which we all perform—the stage of life, was hailed with great applause; This gentleman's explanatory address before reading a portion of Shakespeare's "King John," was the cleverest thing of the evening. The language used was pure, powerful, and eloquent, the intonation might have been better perhaps, but as a piece of extemporaneous elocution, elucidatory of an historical subject, we doubt if it could be eclipsed by any young gentleman in the colony, and so his audience must have thought, if we may judge from the well-merited acclamations that followed its termination.
Gippsland Guardian 8 May 1868

A tea meeting and concert came off at the Wesleyan church, Port Albert, on Tuesday last, Mr. N. Guthridge in the chair. After tea several gentlemen addressed the meeting. They included the Revs. Messrs. Drown, Graham, and Hall ; and Messrs. Guthridge, Parr, Burrows, and Ferris. There were also some choice music and appropriate songs rendered during the evening. Among those who kindly lent their musical aid upon the occasion, we noticed Capt. and Mrs. Kelsall, Mr.W. B. Wood, Mr. Goy, the Misses Connors, Miss Lear, Miss Florence Duncan, Mrs. Vine, and Mrs. George Smith.
Gippsland Guardian 11 Jun 1868

The last of this season's Alberton readings and Concerts came off on Friday the 5th inst. at the Court House Alberton. The musical performance appeared to give general satisfaction to a very large audience, more especially the singing of Mrs. Hall and the Misses Connor. Mrs. Hall was twice encored, each time receiving enthusiastic applause. The readings were not as has hitherto been the case selected with the best taste, but they were as usual extended to a very wearisome and monotonous length ; this was particularly apparent in Mr. Connor's rending, page after page of " Tristram Shandy," my Uncle Toby's crude and unpolished alliterative disputes with his servants us he lay in his bed, not being particularly moral, instructive or entertaining. Captain Kelsall's readings from " Lover's Traits of Irish Character was rendered in his usual happy and humorsome style, but even this was continued twice as long as it ought to have been, destroying in a great measure its exhilarating effect. Nevertheless the greatest commendation is due to all of the ladies and gentleman who have so heartily contributed their talents and accomplishments for their beneficial recreation of the inhabitants of a district precluded from its position from the social gatherings of more populous localities. The Alberton meetings have been throughout, well attended and highly   appreciated and have justly attained a universal popularity. We are glad to learn that after the winter months have expired it is the intention of the managing committee to resume these most agreeable reunions.  
Gippsland Guardian 9 Jul 1868

A complimentary amateur concert for the benefit of Mr. Goy, came off at Port Albert, on the evening of Friday last, in a large warehouse opposite the Bank of Victoria, and in the occupation of Mr. Burrows. The concert was advertised to take place in the building used as the Common School room, which is a portion of the Government Emigration Depot, but which arrangement could not be carried into effect, as the buildings had on that day to be handed over by the authorities to some artizans who had contracted for the repairing of the same. The concert was extremely well conducted, and gave the highest satisfaction to the large audience assembled to enjoy the entertainment. Among the ladies and gentlemen who kindly offered their services and musical talents we noticed Mrs. Alexander Hall, Mrs. Kelsall, Mrs. Geo. Smith, Mrs. Francis Vine, the Misses Connor, Miss Weekes, Miss Carstairs, Captain Kelsall, Messrs Goy, Maddell, Wood, etc.

Gippsland Guardian 5 Nov 1868

On the 29th ult., a concert of vocal and instrumental music, with readings, was given at Port Albert, in aid of the funds of the Church of England in that place. The entertainment was perhaps the most successful that has been given during the past season, in that district The success of such musical reunions depends on the cordial co-operation of ladies and gentlemen who reside at a considerable distance apart from each other. This difficulty is however, overcome by the anxiety of all the residents to promote the prosperity of the district, and too much credit cannot be given to the promoters of these entertainments for the sacrifices they make of time and labor in order to secure so desirable a result. The large number who attended on this occasion was conclusive of the harmonious working of the co-operative system of mutual instruction and amusement which has found so much favor in the district, and of the good results which follow from the removal of those invidious distinctions between classes, which are the bane of every society in which they are adopted. The special effort made on the occasion was to enable the Trustees to paint the Church, an effort which was rewarded by the receipt at the doors of upwards L12 for   that purpose. The public are particularly indebted to Mr. Goy, who organised the under taking, and to the ladies and gentlemen who took part in the performance. The readings, whether humorous, grave, or pathetic, were well given, and the music, especially the choruses, was entitled to especial commendation. All the readers and singers appeared to vie with each other in their endeavour to increase the stock of pleasure announced for the evening, and the frequent encores which were persistently demanded, and very properly refused, proved that the audience highly appreciated the efforts of their friends to instruct and amuse them. The following is the programme:—Overture, Masaniello, Captain and Mrs. Kelsall; Duet—'" What are the wild waves saying," Mrs. Howden and Miss F. Duncan; Song—" Maggie by my side." Mr. Goy; Reading from Lover—"Lend me the loan of a gridiron," Captain Kelsall; Duet, instrumental—Mr. and Mrs. Lawson; Trio— "May Song," Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Vine, and Mr.   Goy; Song—" March of the Cameron men," Miss F. Duncan; Recitation—Cardinal Wolsey. Mr. J. Kelsall; Song—" Under the willow she's sleeping," with chorus, Miss Carstairs; Duet, "I know a bank," Mrs. Hall and Mr. Wood; Duet, instrumental—Miss Tyers and Mr. Lawson; Song—" Molly Asthore," Miss     F. Duncan; Reading from Mrs. Caudle's lectures, Captain Slade; Song—''A motto for every man," Mr. Goy; Song—Sweet spirit, hear my prayer," Miss Connor; Duet, "Home sweet home," Mrs. Howden and Miss F. Duncan, Captain Kelsall and Mrs. Newman played the accompaniments, the pianoforte being lent by Mrs. Howden, to those pieces in which the singers did not play themselves.

Gippsland Times 7 Nov 1868

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE   PORT ALBERT. ARRIVED. October 31.--Samson, S.S., 111 tons, A. Darby, from Melbourne. Passenger--cabin: Miss Connor, Mrs. Murray, Messrs. Davis, Hallenstein ; and 5 in the steerage. [Possibly pregnant Cornelia?]
Gippsland Times 27 Apr 1869

PORT ALBERT. ARRIVED. April 21.-Murray, s.s., 178 tons, S Patrick, from Melbourne. Passengers Cabin- Mrs. Walsh, and, and Miss Connor, Messrs M'Kenzie, Gingle, and Pecsi; 12 in the steerage. [Probably Cornelia returning after death of her child?]
Baptismal Register, Anglican Parish of South Gippsland 28 May 1871
Florence Marie Connor, teacher, daughter of Thomas James and Anne Connor, born 28 Dec 1852, baptized by Wm Clarke on at Alberton. [aged 18]
1 Jul 1873 Teacher Record Book PROV

Florence Marie Connor (Teacher No 5933) appointed as P. Teacher at Alberton School No 1.

31 Mar 1877 Teacher Record Book PROV

Florence Marie Connor (Teacher No 5933) resigned.

The Argus 16 Apr 1877

MARRIAGES

FERRES-CONNOR. -On the 4th inst, at Seabank, Alberton, Gipps Land, John Davey, second, son of John Ferres, Government printer, Melbourne, to Florence Marie, third daughter of Thos. J. Connor, Seabank.
Gippsland Standard(?) Apr 1877

TESTIMONIAL TO MISS F.M. CONNOR
An interesting little affair cam off on Wednesday the 4th inst. at Sea Bank, the residence of Mr. Thos. Connor, just prior to the more solemn ceremony of the marriage of his daughter Miss Florence Marie Connor, viz., the presentation to the bride elect of an illuminated address and purse of sovereigns, in recognition of her gratuitous services at the harmonium at St. Luke’s Church Alberton for a period of eight years.

The presentation was made by Revs. W. Clarke Hose and James Groundwater, on behalf of the united Church of England and Presbyterian congregations. The former gentleman, in handing over the gifts in the presence of numerous friends of the lady, referred in a short speech to the eminent benefit which the worshippers had received through the self denial and exertions of the organist, and mentioned that the contributors did not wish her to consider the sum presented as recompense, but rather as an acknowledgement of the debt of gratitude they owed to her.
[The Address],

To MISS FLORENCE CONNOR
DEAR FRIEND,- We the undersigned, being the ministers and members of the Church of England and Presbyterian congregation attending St. Luke’s Church Alberton, desire, on the occasion of your marriage, to express our high appreciation of the valuable services which you have so ably and gratuitously rendered for a period of eight years as organist, and to convey to you our sincere thanks for the same.

We beg you to accept the accompanying testimonial and top regard it as a small token of our esteem for you in your private character and in your public capacity. We pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest abundantly upon you in your new state of life, making your future happy and prosperous, for time and for eternity,

We are yours faithfully in Christ

WM. CLARKE HOSE

JAMES GROUNWATER

And 20 others signed the testimonial

Australia Marriage Index 1788-1950

	Name:
	Florence Marie Connor

	Spouse Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Marriage Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1877

	Registration number:
	1210


Gippsland Standard late April 1877

.... months and may be listened to with pleasure, Mr. Lawson rendered the piece additionally effective by assisting with his violin. Mrs. J.D. Ferres contributed the song “Oh give to me those early flowers, “ after which came an apology for the absence of Mr. T.N. Gray whose name stood next on the programme for a reading. Mrs. Liddelow then sang “No home like my own” in a spirited manner to Miss Lawson’s accompaniment, and this was followed by the duet “Gypsy Countess” given by Mrs. Ferres and Mr. F. Griffiths to Miss Belcher’s accompaniment. Mr. Connor’s reading the dialogue of “Brutus and Cassius” was given with that gentleman’s accustomed spirit. “Only for Thee” came next, by Miss Howden, sung in good time and tune to her own accompaniment. After which Miss Belcher played “Twilight Musings” and the singing of that old Scotch favourite “My ain Fireside” by Mrs. Fraser, brought the first part of the programme to a close. Then came the Presentation to Mr. Parr. .... 

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Ethel Mary Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1879 [28 Aug]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	13208


Launceston Examiner St 10 July 1880

THE LATE MR. T. J. CONNOR. 

Old residents will remember Mr. Thomas James Connor, at that time in charge of the public school in Cameron-street (now a Trinity school). He then removed to  Hobart Town, and was one of the principal masters at the High School. Subsequently   he removed with his family to  Victoria, where he died on 30th May at  the age of sixty-seven. Mr. Connor was a most successful teacher, and was very  useful in many public capacities. 

The following notice of his death is extracted from the Gippsland Standard, of 3rd June : 

On Sunday, the 23rd ultimo, while sitting at the dinner table with his family, Mr. Connor suddenly became speechless  from an attack of paralysis just as he was finishing a short sentence addressed to his son-in-law Mr. Denham. He recovered   the use of the tongue immediately afterwards and remarked with surprise that he  had been unable to speak. A further attack, however, came on a few moments afterwards, and he became paralysed down the right side of the body, and Dr. Pearless was sent for to attend the sufferer,   but he never once rallied sufficiently to  inspire hopes of recovery, and on Saturday night last death came to his relief at   the moderately ripe age of 67 years. The deceased was a very old colonist, as will be gathered from the following brief outline   of his history since his arrival in   Tasmania in the year 1841. In that year Sir John Franklin (Governor of Van   Diemen's Land, then so called) sent home for a staff of efficient school teachers, and Messrs. Connor, Bonwick, Lowe, Hall, Rainey, and Chambers were sent out in response to that call as being first-class teachers. Mr. Connor was accompanied by his wife and their two infant sons and, as one of Tasmania's first pioneers under the education system, Mr. and Mrs. Connor had charge of the central school of Hobart Town for about fourteen years. After a sojourn of eighteen years in Tasmania, Mr. Connor came over to Victoria with his wife and family, and landed in Melbourne on the day when Flying Buck won the first champion race run in the colony [1 Oct 1859], but it is to the history of deceased as a resident   of South Gippsland that we desire more   particularly to refer in the present obituary notice. On the 29th of May, 1867, Mr. Connor took up his abode as proprietor of a station on the Jack River, in the Alberton   district, but in course of time the land   was rushed by selectors and the original  holder was compelled to abandon it with   the exception of one small section and the selection now held by his son Arthur. It   was at that stage of his history that the   subject of our remarks resumed his old calling, and as head teachers in the   Alberton State School both Mr. and Mrs. Connor were well and favourably known for a long series of years, but more   recently in charge of the Yarram and Port Albert Schools, as our readers are already aware. The deceased gentleman lived to see his family grow up in honour and respectability around him, and it must be a source of deep gratification to those who mourn his departure as the head of a large family circle that he was spared the pain of a lingering illness, and that from the hour of his attack until the closing scene he appeared to be conscious of the great change that awaited him and well prepared to meet it. Although no word was uttered during his illness, it was noticeable that when questions were asked or remark offered he signified his pleasure and acquiescence by pressure of the hand, and by this means communication was enjoyed until the evening of dissolution. The deceased acted with prudent fore thought many years ago by effecting a policy of insurance upon his life for a moderate amount, and as it is but reasonable   to expect that the Government will recognise the long and valued services of both Mr. and Mrs. Connor by awarding a sum equivalent to the retiring allowance that would have accrued in the ordinary way in the event of resignation, there should be no ground for doubt as to the provision that will be made for his widow and her unmarried daughters. The funeral took place on Tuesday afternoon in the Alberton General Cemetery, the remains being interred in the grave next  to that tenanted by his son, Mr. George Connor, who died at Alberton about seven years since. Among those who   attended the funeral it is worthy of note that the following members of the family were present :-Mr. Thomas Connor, of South Yarra, Mr. Charles Connor, of   Ballarat, Mr. Arthur Connor, of Alberton  (sons of deceased), also Mr. J. D. Ferres,   Mr. Denham (sons-in-law) and the two sons of the latter. 

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Leslie William Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1881 [2 Jan]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	6


Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Florence Davey Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1882 [19 Mar]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	6438


Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Charles Chancellor Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1884 [5 Mar]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	6627


Argus 14 Aug 1885

THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.
The annual municipal elections took place yesterday. 
Alberton (Shire) -East Riding-Walpole re elected unopposed. South Riding-John D Ferres elected by a majority of 20, against Paul Buckley.
Gippsland Times 31 Aug 1885

PALMERSTON LAND BOARD. (By Electric Teleraplh.) SATURDAY, AUG. 29.   (Before Messrs Watson and Duncan.) .......

19. Hy. A. Denham, 184a 5r 28p, Toora, west of J. D. Ferres.-Recommended. 

20. John D. Ferres, 319a 3r 20p, Toora, west of E. Ferres.--Recommended. 

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	John Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Alberton, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1886 [2 Jan]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	6


Argus 8 Jan 1887

FERRES.—On the 7th inst., at Hawthorn, Ethel Mary,  eldest child of John D. Ferres, of South Gippsland, and granddaughter of John Ferres, Government Printer, in her eighth year.     
Gippsland Standard 12 Jan 1887

DEATH. FERRES – On the 7th instant, at the residence of her grandparents, Hawthorn, Ethel Mary, eldest daughter of John Davey and Florence Marie Ferres, aged 7 years 4 months.

The friends of Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Ferres will regret to hear that their eldest daughter, a bright intelligent child just over seven years of age, succumbed to an attack of diphtheria at the residence of her grandparents at Hawthorn on Friday last, a telegram having come to hand conveying the sad intelligence to Mr. Ferres just after his return from Melbourne.

Australia Death Index 1787-1985 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Ethel May Ferres

	Death Place:
	Hawthorn, Victoria

	Age:
	7

	Father's Name:
	Jno Davey

	Mother's Name:
	Florence Marie Connor

	Registration Year:
	1887 [7 Jan]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	2130

	Estimated Birth Year:
	abt 1880


Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Violet Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Moe, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1889 [9 Dec 1888]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	5795


Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Robert Connor Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Yarragon, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1892 [22 Mar]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	18757


Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records 1841-1925  File No59/645

Last Will and Testament of Sarah Frances Connor 4 Oct 1895

This is the last will and testament of me Sarah Frances Connor of Alberton east in the Shire of Alberton County of Buln Buln made this fourth day of October one thousand eight hundred and ninety five. I nominate and appoint my brother Edward Charles Connor of Canterbury civil servant and my brother Robert Arthur Henry Connor of Yarram Yarram auctioneer executors and my sister Florence Marie Ferres of Dandenong executrix of this my will. And after paying all my just debts and funeral and testamentary expenses I leave and bequeath to my sister Narcissa West Connor all my real and personal estate of whatsoever description for her use and benefit during her lifetime or until she marries and on the decease of my sister Narcissa West Connor aforesaid or on her marrying I leave and bequeath all my real and personal estate of whatsoever description to my brother Edward Charles Connor aforesaid my brother Robert Arthur Henry Connor aforesaid and my sister Florence Marie Ferres aforesaid for their absolute use and benefit with power to sell and equally divide the proceeds or deal with the estate as they may deem fit. In witness whereof I have  to this my last will and testament set my hand the day and year first above written.

Witnesses Florence A Spring and William Gates.

[this will was written following an operation to remove a tumour]

The Argus 28 Oct 1895

Notice is hereby given, that after the expiration of fourteen days from the publication   hereof application will be made to the Supreme Court of the Colony of Victoria in the Probate Jurisdiction that PROBATE of the WILL, of SARAH FRANCES CONNOR, late of York terrace Lygon street Carlton in Victoria but formerly of Sea Bank in the parish of Alberton East in Victoria spinster deceased may be granted to Robert Arthur Henry Connor of Yarram Yarram in Victoria auctioneer, one of the executors named in and appointed by the said will, leave being reserved to Edward Charles Connor, the other executor and Florence Mary Ferres the executrix named therein and appointed thereby to come in and prove the said will   at any time hereafter
Dated this twenty fifth day of October, 1895 BEN PERCIVAL JOHNSON of Commercial street Yarram Yarram proctor for the said Robert Arthur Henry Connor. 

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	John Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Dandenong, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1896 [2 Oct]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	27208


Gippsland Standard 26 Jan 1898

The friends of Mr.  Jno. D. Ferres who at one time held a seat in the Alberton Shire Council, will regret to hear of the death of his eldest daughter Florence, who died from fever on the 25th instant. The deceased was a niece of Mr. Robert Ferres of “The Meadows”, and granddaughter of Mr. John Ferres, the owner of that valuable farming and dairying property on the Jack River. 
Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Florence Davey Ferres

	Father's Name:
	John Davey Ferres

	Mother's Name:
	Florence M Connor

	Birth Place:
	Hawthorn, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1898 [25 Jan]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	18757


Argus 27 Jan 1898

FERRES.-On the 24th January, at Auburn Florence Davey, daughter of John Davey and Florence Marie, in her 16th year.   
Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records 1841-1925  File No 59/645

Estate of Sarah Frances Connor at 11 May 1900 [following the marriage of Narcissa West Connor to James Willoughby Willis] 
	Assets
	£
	s
	d
	Liabilities
	£
	s
	d

	Proceeds of, sale of land less commission expenses etc (£10/12/6)
	414
	7
	6
	Funeral expenses
	10
	8
	6

	Sale of horse
	3
	14
	0
	Costs probate etc
	12
	2
	6

	Current acct at Bank of Vic
	18
	11
	4
	Dr Cole medical attendance
	10
	5
	6

	Rents received from Gellion’s trustees
	140
	0
	0
	Nurse and medicine
	4
	3
	0

	Sale of buggy
	9
	0
	0
	Rev HA Betts money lent
	2
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	AJ Gibbett bread
	1
	6
	0

	
	
	
	
	G Collis meal
	2
	10
	0

	
	
	
	
	Gates debt owed
	
	8
	6

	
	
	
	
	Rates and Insurance
	11
	5
	6

	
	
	
	
	Interest paid to Howden’s trustees
	43
	15
	0

	
	
	
	
	Caretaking at ‘Seabank’
	3
	16
	0

	
	
	
	
	Selling expenses
	5
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	Narcissa West Willis in divers amounts
	95
	14
	4

	
	
	
	
	EC Connor a legatee
	133
	6
	8

	
	
	
	
	FM Ferres a legatee
	133
	6
	8

	
	
	
	
	Balance in hand being less than amt to which executor is entitled under will
	116
	4
	8

	Total
	585
	12
	10
	
	585
	12
	10


Signed RAH Connor, executor

The Argus 9 Jul 1903

FERRES.-On the 8th July, at "Woorinyan," Burke-road, Canterbury (the residence of his brother-in-law, Mr. William Thwaites), John Davey, beloved husband of Florence Marie Ferres [nee CONNOR], of Shepparton, and second son of the late John Ferres, Government printer, aged 48 years. 

Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Florence Marie Ferres

	Gender:
	Female

	Electoral Year:
	1909

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Flinders

	Subdistrict:
	Mitcham

	Address:
	Centre Road, Mulgrave

	Occupation:
	Home duties

	Residing with:
	Charles Chancellor Ferres (market gardener)


Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records 1841-1925  File 197/270
Last Will of T.J. Connor dated 11 Mar 1924

I  Thomas James Connor of Rathscar in the State of Victoria Retired School Teacher declare this to be my last Will and Testament

1. I appoint my son-in-law Samuel McConnell of Rathscar Farmer to be executor and trustee of this my Will

2. I bequeath a legacy of twenty pounds to my sister Florence Marie Ferres
3. After payment of all my just debts funeral and testamentary expenses and the Probate and Estate duties payable on my estate I direct my executor to stand possessed of the residue of my Estate upon trust to divide the same into nine equal shares and to dispose of the shares as follows:-

Two shares to my son Barclay George Connor

Three shares to my son James Arthur Connor

Two shares to my daughter Adela Elizabeth Petch

Two shares to my daughter Emily Sylvia McConnell

4. I hereby revoke all former Wills heretofore made by me.

In Witness whereof  I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of March One thousand nine hundred and twenty four

Witnesses; G.E. Garde Medical practitioner Maryborough and H.F. Heaton

Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Florence Marie Ferres

	Gender:
	Female

	Electoral Year:
	1914

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Kooyong

	Subdistrict:
	Camberwell

	Address:
	High Street road, Mt Waverley

	Occupation:
	Home duties

	Residing with:
	Robert Connor Ferres (clerk), John Ferres (clerk), Elsie May Ferres (home duties)


Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Florence Marie Ferres

	Gender:
	Female

	Electoral Year:
	1919

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Kooyong

	Subdistrict:
	Camberwell

	Address:
	High Street, Ashburton

	Occupation:
	Home duties

	Residing with:
	Robert Connor Ferres (soldier), John Ferres (clerk), Elsie May Ferres (home duties)


Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Florence Marie Ferres

	Gender:
	Female

	Electoral Year:
	1924

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Henty

	Subdistrict:
	Malvern East

	Address:
	103 Manning Rd, Malvern East

	Occupation:
	Home duties

	Residing with:
	Kathleen Frances Ferres (typiste)


Argus 13 Aug 1929

FERRES – Friends of the late Mrs. FLORENCE MARIE FERRES OF 3 Hampden road Armadale, are informed that her remains will be interred in the Melbourne Cemetery. 
The funeral will arrive at the cemetery THIS DAY (Tuesday 13th August) at 11:30 o’clock.

B Matthews Pty Ltd. Toorak Road, South Yarra and at Oakleigh.

Australia Death Index 1787-1985 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Florence Marie Ferres

	Death Place:
	Victoria

	Age:
	75

	Father's Name:
	Thos Jas Connor 

	Mother's Name:
	Anne Peake

	Registration Year:
	1929

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	7772

	Estimated Birth Year:
	abt 1854


The Yarram News Aug 1960

Mother taught Mrs. Sladden

Mr. John  Ferres of Glen Iris, who was one of Mrs. Sladden’s 350 guests at her party last week, has written to “The News” a letter which we believe will be of great interest, particularly to our older readers.

Mr. Ferres writes: “I am interested in South Gippsland. I was born at “The Meadows” on the Jack River in 1886. My mother [FMC] up to the time of her marriage was a teacher at No. 1 School, Alberton. Her father, Thomas J. Connor, was one of the original teachers and is, I believe, mentioned on the plaque in the school. Her mother also taught there and two of the sons were teachers. Mrs. Sladden was one of my mother’s pupils. 
My mother was organist at the Alberton church for eight years, and I have the testimonial, but not the purse of sovereigns, which they presented to her on her marriage, 4th April 1878.

Another son was Arthur Connor, who was the auctioneer for the firm of Sweeney Bros. and Connor, and his son Monty followed after him. 

My father was John Davey Ferres, and he was the son of John Ferres, who was appointed Victorian Government Printer in 1851 and retired in 1887.

It might interest you to know (as a newspaper woman) that John Ferres and Jacob Ferris, who were both apprenticed at the same printing office in Bath England, started the first newspaper in Gippsland, The Gippsland Guardian, in 1845.
John Ferres left this business, and was later manager of “The Herald”, Melbourne, and in 1851 was appointed by Governor Latrobe as Victorian Government Printer, and later was commissioned by Queen Victoria.

Jacob Ferris also left the business and was postmaster at Port Albert. The paper carried on for a few more years and then collapsed and the type and presses were taken over by the Gippsland Mercury” (Sale) in 1865. I don’t know if this paper still exists.

The Connors lived at Seabank, which is now a holiday park, from some time in the 1850’s to about 1896.

Thomas J. Connor was originally brought out from England to Van Dieman’s Land by Governor Franklin in 1841 with five other teachers to inaugurate the teaching system.

My mother, Dot (because she was so small), was born in Hobart.

The old home, Seabank was originally the home of Capt. Tyers after whom Lake Tyers is named.

My father was a Shire Councillor, I would think somewhere in the 80’s.”

Extract from a letter from Marjory M. Lowe 16 Nov 1987 to G.B. Connor
[Marjory is the daughter of Violet Mabel Barker and Robert Connor Ferres, and the granddaughter of John Davey Ferres and Florence Marie Connor.]

“I remember my CONNOR grandmother, a very dainty, white-haired, determined ladylike person, whom everyone respected. She did a beautiful form of needlework, called tatting. My first birthday present was a tatted doiley and a handkerchief to carry on my wedding day, which I still have.”

April 2012; Search of National Library Trove database for references to ‘Connor’ or ‘Conner’ in Tas, NSW and Vic newspapers between 1840 and 1954 by A. Connor

