EDWARD CHARLES CONNOR (1848-1911)

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	Male Connor [Edward Charles]

	Birth Date:
	31 Jul 1848

	Father's Name:
	Thomas James Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Anne Peake

	Birth Place:
	Tasmania

	Registration Year:
	1848

	Registration Place:
	Hobart, Tasmania

	Registration number:
	940


The Courier 3 Jan 1855
DEPARTURES- DECEMBER 30.
Eliza Frances, barque," 290, Suter, Sydney. Passengers - Mr., Mrs. Connor and family. [Thomas James jr, George William, Cornelia Ann, Sarah Frances, Edward Charles, Florence Marie, Narcissa West makes 7 children!]
Launceston Examiner 5 Feb 1856

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE ENTERED INWARDS

February 5.--I.S.N. Co.'s steamer Royal Shepherd. 184 Ions, W. H. Saunders. master, from Sydney; George Fisher. agent. Passengers Mr. John Atkinson, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Gough, Mrs. Connor, and 6 children. [Thomas James jr, George William, Cornelia Ann, Sarah Frances, Edward Charles, Florence Marie, Narcissa West makes 7 children!]

Launceston Examiner 2 Aug 1859

[T.J. Connor mentioned as an inwards passenger from Melbourne on 1 Aug]

According to his obituary in the Gippsland Standard of 3 June 1880, T.J. Connor and his family arrived in Melbourne on 1 October 1859, the day Flying Buck won the Champions’ Race.

22 Jan 1864 Public records office of Vic. Teacher Record Books. Teacher No. 582

Charles Connor appointed temporary teacher at School No 317, the Immigrants House [Prince’s Bridge], with no pay.

Cornwall Chronicle Wed 4 Apr 1866

FRIGHTFUL IMMORALITY AT THE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. (From the Melbourne Age of Saturday [31 Mar 1866].) We had hoped that our last inquiry into the discipline and management of the Industrial Schools, particularly at Sunbury, would have resulted in some considerable improvement. A board of inspection was appointed to keep the subordinate officials in check, and re ports were promised to Parliament of their periodical investigations. The board reported that things were bad, but not so bad as painted, and that somebody was to blame, but they could not exactly say who. Mr. Duncan has since replaced Mr. Harcourt, and yet the board still exists, and we presume still reports upon the condition at the Industrial Schools. Since Mr. Duncan's appointment two events have transpired, which have led to the suspension of the superintendent of the Sunbury school and the superintendent of the Prince's Bridge school. The former, Mr. Weekes, was suspended, owing to a disinclination to pay proper deference to Mr. Duncan's authority; but the offence charged   against Mr. Connor is of a more serious character. He occupied, until very recently, the position of school master, and his wife that of matron, at the Prince's Bridge establishment. The position of schoolmaster was a nominal one, Mr. Harcourt reposing such confidence in him as to entrust him with the duties of superintendent; and, on Mr. Harcourt's resignation, he was formally nominated to the office. His appointment has been the precursor of some charges being made against him. It is alleged that he has carnally abused several girls in the institution, and that to others he has conducted himself in a very disgusting manner. The charges were so specifically made, and reiterated so persistently, that Mr. Duncan was communicated with and an inquiry instituted. The evidence taken accuses Mr. Connor with being in the habit of visiting the girls' wards at night, whilst they were in bed, and putting his bands beneath the bedclothes, and indecently exposing his person. This practice is said to have been continued for a long time. The mother of one of the girls was present during the examination, and suggested the propriety of sending for a doctor to ascertain whether her daughter had been violated, but this was not considered necessary. The statements of several girls and the evidence of witnesses in corroboration were taken by Mr. Duncan, and Mr. Connor has been suspended until further inquiry has been made. In our report of the Sunbury Industrial Schools we drew attention to rumors of such conduct as is now charged against Mr. Connor, when we alluded to the existence of a skeleton in the closet of the Melbourne situation, which would require nil the wits of the commission to discover. Some of the boys at the Sunbury school stated that it was no uncommon thing for Mr. Connor to kiss and hug the girls at Prince's Bridge, and a report to that effect was circulated by Mr. Harcourt's son, but subsequently denied by him. At a later period, and since our inquiry, a complaint was made to Mr. Harcourt by one of the wards men that Mr. Connor had kissed some girls in the dining room in the presence, of a number of boys and girls, and had been guilty of similar impropriety in one of the girls' wards. An inquiry was initiated, and the offence proved, and Mr. Connor punished by a reprimand, but the troublesome ward man at a convenient opportunity was got rid of. There is sufficient evidence that the superintendent's conduct has been characterised by an openness that speaks volumes for the degradation of the institution. We cannot disgrace our columns with a tithe of the evidence which has been produced, which not only implicates Mr. Connor, but conveys very serious imputations against the wards women who have been cognisant of his conduct. The authority he possessed and the favour in which he stood with Mr. Harcourt is assigned as a reason why these disgusting practices were not sooner made known, and with some show of reason when it is known that Mr. Connor had virtually the power of dismissal, and in one notable instance exercised it, because a complaint had been preferred against him. Sufficient time has not elapsed since the discovery was made for the Government to take action. Mr. Duncan's report will, no doubt, be submitted pro forma, but we understand Mr. McCulloch has been privately made aware of its nature. Mr. Connor, though suspended, resides with his wife and family on the premises; and, for aught we know to the contrary, has still access to the wards. One of his daughters occupies the position of schoolmistress, and a son in some other capacity in the institution. On visiting it, yesterday evening, we ascertained that there had been a disturbance in one of the girls' ward, arising out of the charge preferred against Mr. Connor. To our surprise we found that no steps had been taken to place the girls who had preferred the complaint against him in a position where they were not likely to be subjected to improper influence, but, on the contrary, the disturbance in the ward referred to had arisen from the contempt manifested by the girls generally to those who had given the information which led to Mr. Connor's suspension. It was viewed by the majority of the girls as a heinous offence, and nothing short of the arrest of some of them and the threat of sending them for the night to the cells could curb the insubordination. It would have been preferable had the girls been placed in a position where there was little likelihood of their being tampered with. Perhaps a sufficient precaution has been taken in collecting evidence, but it is evident that the feeling in the establishment is adverse to the action taken by the girls, and may probably defeat the ends of justice. It would be well for the institution were the rumors of another heinous offence inquired into. It is openly stated that a crime of a most horrible character is frequent, and that boys have been sent to the hospital for treatment in consequence. We are aware that the medical staff deny this, and we consider their purpose to some extent praiseworthy. But an unpleasant feeling pervades the community, and there are at least good grounds for a rigid investigation, and for some preventive measures being adopted.
Gippsland Guardian 21 Dec 1868

SH IP PI N G.
Arrived (Port Albert)
Dec 18—Murray, s 178 tons, S. Patrick, from Melbourne. Passengers—Cabin: Mrs. Libberton, Mrs. Christensen and child, Mr. and Mrs. Salmon, Messrs Chadwick. O'Brien, Bodman, Connor, Laws; and 12 in the steerage. G.L.S .N. Co, agents. [Thomas jnr, George, Charles or Arthur?]
The Argus 1 Jan 1869

Murray, p.s., 178 tons, S. Patrick, from Port Albert Passengers: saloon-Miss Bennett, Miss Roberts, Master Roberts, Mrs. Pepper ; Messrs. Connor, Clark, Pepper, Roberts, and Captain Thomson; and fourteen in the steerage. Gipps Land Steam Navigation Com- pany, agent*   [Thomas jnr, , Charles or Arthur returning to Melb after Xmas at Alberton?]
1870-71

EC Connor was schoolmaster aboard the Sir Harry Smith. The Sir Harry Smith, anchored off Fisherman's Bend, was one of the Hobson's Bay hulks used as temporary accommodation for boys who were homeless in Melbourne after the passing of the Neglected and Criminal Children's Act in 1864. It accepted its first draft of 20 boys in May 1865, with numbers increasing to 125 by June 1872. By February 1866 it had officially become the boys Reform School and housed the older tougher boys. The younger boys were re-located to Geelong or Point Nepean. With the introduction of the Boarding Out system in 1872 and the opening of Jika in Coburg, by 1873, the Sir Harry Smith was no longer required as a Reformatory.
The Argus 30 Sep 1873

MARRIAGES:  CONNOR —JOYCE. —On the 26th inst., by the Rev. W.  Hopkins, at the residence of the bride's uncle, Norwood Station, Maryborough, Edward Charles, second surviving son of Thomas J. Connor, Esq., Seabank, Port Albert, to Elizabeth Marion, second daughter of George Joyce, Esq., Clear View, Majorca.
Australia Marriage Index 1788-1950 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Spouse Name:
	Elizabeth Marion Joyce

	Marriage Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1873

	Registration number:
	3391


Florence Marie Ferres’ Wedding Anniversary calendar

‘Charlie and Lizzie 26th Sept 1873’
Illustrated Australian News 4 Nov 1874

BIRTHS - CONNOR. — On the 29th September, at Coburg, the wife of E. Charles Connor of a daughter. [Blanche Annie] 

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	Blanch Annie Connor

	Father's Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Elizabeth Marian Joyce

	Birth Place:
	Coburg, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1874

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	21801


The Argus 11 Apr 1878

THE JIKA REFORMATORY. BOARD OF INQUIRY.-SIXTH DAY, APRIL 10,
Present Mr. James, MLA (chairman) Mr. Macgregor, M L A, and Mr. Marcus Clarke.

A letter was read from Mr. E C Connor, of the Sunbury Industrial School, dated the 8th inst, stating that he had experience as an officer of the reformatory for five years and a half, and he desired to mention that he had, in various parts of the colony, met with Jika boys who were earning honest livelihoods. With some he had conversed, and     from others he had received letters. All spoke well of the school, and not a few ex pressed their gratitude for having been there   weaned from evil associations, and brought under influences that had resulted in their altered modes of life. He did not for a moment say that all the influences at Jika were good, and that there was no room for improvement in the management and classification of the boys. Considering the number of   inmates that had done well outside, he thought, however, some measure of success might very fairly be claimed for the institution. Out of 23 boys sent from Jika to situation in 1877, only two were returned to the school for bad conduct.

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	William Edgar Charles Connor

	Father's Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Elizabeth Marian Joyce

	Birth Place:
	Sunbury, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1878

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	19476


Argus 21 Oct 1879

The Visiting Committee of the Victorian Reformatories has at length selected a Superintendent for the reformatory school now at Jika, but soon to be removed to Ballarat, and has submitted the name to the Chief Secretary. There were 75 candidates, and the task of selection from so large a number was not easy. The selected candidate is Commander James Evans, R N Captain Evans has retired from the navy, and has been for the last three years engaged in the Survey Department in Sydney. Before coming to the colonies Captain Evans had charge of H M S Lion which was a tender to H M S Implacable at Plymonth both of   the ships being engaged in the training of boys. Commodore Wilson who was then in   charge of the whole training service, speaks very favourably of Captain Evans, and there is no doubt that his experience in training from 800 to 1,000 boys will stand the new Superintendent in good stead. The commit tee further recommended that Mr. E C Connor should be appointed second in command to Captain Evans. Both of the recommendations were yesterday adopted by the Chief Secretary. The present superintendent   of the reformatory school is dispensed with on the ground of want of special fitness for   the office, but he is regarded as eligible for further Government employment

Launceston Examiner St 10 July 1880

THE LATE MR. T. J. CONNOR. 

Old residents will remember Mr. Thomas James Connor, at that time in charge of the public school in Cameron-street (now a Trinity school). He then removed to  Hobart Town, and was one of the principal masters at the High School. Subsequently   he removed with his family to  Victoria, where he died on 30th May at  the age of sixty-seven. Mr. Connor was a most successful teacher, and was very  useful in many public capacities. 

The following notice of his death is extracted from the Gippsland Standard, of 3rd June : 

On Sunday, the 23rd ultimo, while sitting at the dinner table with his family, Mr. Connor suddenly became speechless  from an attack of paralysis just as he was finishing a short sentence addressed to his son-in-law Mr. Denham. He recovered   the use of the tongue immediately afterwards and remarked with surprise that he  had been unable to speak. A further attack, however, came on a few moments afterwards, and he became paralysed down the right side of the body, and Dr. Pearless was sent for to attend the sufferer,   but he never once rallied sufficiently to  inspire hopes of recovery, and on Saturday night last death came to his relief at   the moderately ripe age of 67 years. The deceased was a very old colonist, as will be gathered from the following brief outline   of his history since his arrival in   Tasmania in the year 1841. In that year Sir John Franklin (Governor of Van   Diemen's Land, then so called) sent home for a staff of efficient school teachers, and Messrs. Connor, Bonwick, Lowe, Hall, Rainey, and Chambers were sent out in response to that call as being first-class teachers. Mr. Connor was accompanied by his wife and their two infant sons and, as one of Tasmania's first pioneers under the education system, Mr. and Mrs. Connor had charge of the central school of Hobart Town for about fourteen years. After a sojourn of eighteen years in Tasmania, Mr. Connor came over to Victoria with his wife and family, and landed in Melbourne on the day when Flying Buck won the first champion race run in the colony [1 Oct 1859], but it is to the history of deceased as a resident   of South Gippsland that we desire more   particularly to refer in the present obituary notice. On the 29th of May, 1867, Mr. Connor took up his abode as proprietor of a station on the Jack River, in the Alberton   district, but in course of time the land   was rushed by selectors and the original  holder was compelled to abandon it with   the exception of one small section and the selection now held by his son Arthur. It   was at that stage of his history that the   subject of our remarks resumed his old calling, and as head teachers in the   Alberton State School both Mr. and Mrs. Connor were well and favourably known for a long series of years, but more   recently in charge of the Yarram and Port Albert Schools, as our readers are already aware. The deceased gentleman lived to see his family grow up in honour and respectability around him, and it must be a source of deep gratification to those who mourn his departure as the head of a large family circle that he was spared the pain of a lingering illness, and that from the hour of his attack until the closing scene he appeared to be conscious of the great change that awaited him and well prepared to meet it. Although no word was uttered during his illness, it was noticeable that when questions were asked or remark offered he signified his pleasure and acquiescence by pressure of the hand, and by this means communication was enjoyed until the evening of dissolution. The deceased acted with prudent fore thought many years ago by effecting a policy of insurance upon his life for a moderate amount, and as it is but reasonable   to expect that the Government will recognise the long and valued services of both Mr. and Mrs. Connor by awarding a sum equivalent to the retiring allowance that would have accrued in the ordinary way in the event of resignation, there should be no ground for doubt as to the provision that will be made for his widow and her unmarried daughters. The funeral took place on Tuesday afternoon in the Alberton General Cemetery, the remains being interred in the grave next  to that tenanted by his son, Mr. George Connor, who died at Alberton about seven years since. Among those who   attended the funeral it is worthy of note that the following members of the family were present :-Mr. Thomas Connor, of South Yarra, Mr. Charles Connor, of   Ballarat, Mr. Arthur Connor, of Alberton  (sons of deceased), also Mr. J. D. Ferres,   Mr. Denham (sons-in-law) and the two sons of the latter. 

Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records 1841-1925. File 121/433

Will of Edward C Connor dated 14 Apr 1881

This is the Last Will and Testament of me, Edward Charles Connor of Ballarat in the colony of Victoria, teacher. After payment of all my just debts, funeral and testamentary expenses I devise and bequeath unto my wife Elizabeth Marion Connor all my real and personal estate. And I hereby appoint my wife, the said Elizabeth Marion Connor Executrix of this my will. I witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty one.

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	Basil Percy Connor

	Father's Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Elizabeth Joyce

	Birth Place:
	Ballarat East, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1881 [12 Jul]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	13863


The Argus 14 Mar 1883

OVERLAND PASSENGERS TO AND FROM SYDNEY.
The following is the list of passengers to and from Sydney passing through Albury, as forwarded by our correspondent -
ALBURY, Tuesday-. For Melbourne ......................E.C. Conner
The Argus 22 May 1883

BALLARAT REFORMATORY.
Mr. Berry has received a report on the Ballarat Reformatory from Captain Evans, the superintendent, which is mainly as follow -.
Reformatory, Ballarat, April 23 1883
Sir,- I have the honour to submit to the hon. the Chief Secretary, a report on this institution for the year ending 31st December, 1882
In former reports I have dealt at length on the subjects of classification, systems of punishment, and similar matters. I will now endeavour, from a careful consideration of all the information which I have been able to collect from various sources, to show how far the main object of this institution, viz.,  reformation, has been obtained. With this in view, I append a complete list of boys who have been discharged or licensed since June, 1880 (the date of completion of transfer from Jika) with particulars as to their conduct &c., from time of discharge to date. To this I respectfully invite your attention. For convenience I will here briefly summarise the results of two years and a half's work, as   shown in the after career, of the inmates thus -30 V G. (very good), 41 G (good) 20 F (fair) 11 D (doubtful), 4 I (indifferent) 31B (bad) 18 N S I (not sufficient information), 26 N I (no information)
The drawing of conclusions as to the success or otherwise on the after career of lads is, I think very difficult. In many cases the antecedents were so bad that to anticipate any good results from a reformatory training was hopeless, yet the results in all cases must be given.
In several instances lads have done well until by some means or other (unknown to me) the parents have discovered their whereabouts, enticed them away from their employers simply for the wages, and then most heartlessly turned them adrift. In some cases these boys have undergone a term of imprisonment, and subsequently con ducted themselves satisfactorily again, yet the time elapsed has not warranted their being classified as satisfactory.
Some have conducted themselves satisfactorily and worked steadily for upwards of   12 months, then again got into trouble. Most of these cases I notice have been the result of a visit to Melbourne to see friends there, I presume, their old associates have again got hold of them, and the consequences have been bad.
Frequently lads have told me that they   went to Melbourne with good intentions, and only intending a short visit, but when once there they could not keep out of trouble. Some have written to me to get them again in the country
There are other cases in which boys have without any good reason left their situations breaking promises and so on, but have not fallen into actual mischief. These lads can   not be classified as satisfactory until they have had sufficient time to prove that the leaving their situations was only due to what seems to be a common feeling amongst them, that however good a situation may be obtained for them from here, yet they can always obtain a better one.
I think an important fact is frequently overlooked, viz. , that those who relapse into crime have their cases brought before the public, whereas of those who do well nothing publicly is known.
If a return was made showing as bad only those whose names appeared in the monthly gaol reports (which, through the courtesy of the inspector general of penal establishments, are supplied regularly from all parts of the colony), the results would be made to appear very satisfactory, but none have been classified as satisfactory unless fairly trustworthy information has been obtained, nor have the communications of the boys been entirely trusted to. Some tact is necessary in communicating with them. It is almost use less to attempt to obtain replies to letters unless advice is very carefully offered, Last year I drew out many lads by sending with a letter Christmas or New Year's cards. Seeing the success of this,   through the kindness of many benevolent people, interesting and cheap books were purchased for transmission to those away. In nearly every case letters of thanks were received, and thus they were drawn into closer correspondence. As the year went on the expense was found rather heavy, there- fore a system of circulation was adopted by sending with each book an addressed and stamped wrapper for returning it, and notice given that unless the boy desired to retain the book on its return another would be sent. This has increased the number of communications whilst it has decreased expenditure, and doubtless gives satisfaction, more particularly to those in out of the way places, for many have written that they found the evenings less monotonous, and country life more bearable.
The interchange of correspondence has had in many cases a beneficial effect. The parents of some lads have written when their sons have been in trouble, asking that they may be communicated with. Lads have themselves written asking for yet another chance, stating their desire to get into the country if anyone would obtain employment for them , others (including some who went to other colonies) have asked for advice, especially as to terms when about to apprentice themselves.
These facts support my assertion that the correspondence has been beneficial, for doubt- less if correspondence - at all events, on my part - had not been commenced before the hour of need came, I feel sure that many would not then have asked advice or assistance.
In some cases the previous surroundings have been so thoroughly bad, one might fairly consider it impossible to effect any permanent good, yet from this class, when any good results have been obtained, they have been exceptionally satisfactory.
I have classified as doubtful those boys who, although they have not fallen into trouble, have been for some time without steady work.
During the time now being dealt with (June, 1880 to December, 1882) there were 18 boys transferred to the Industrial Schools department, only two of whom have been sent back to the reformatory, and I learn from the secretary that the remainder are doing well. It is satisfactory to find that in these 16 cases sufficient reformation has been effected to permit of participation in the Industrial Schools treatment. During the year 1882 seven boys were transferred to     the Industrial Schools department almost as soon as admitted, on account of their tender age and the surrounding circumstances of their cases.
The system of licensing well behaved boys when eligible to their own parents for which I sought and obtained Ministerial approval in 1880 still continues to work satisfactorily. In previous reports I have alluded to its advantages. But the privilege requires to be very carefully conceded, as it is likely to lead to much discontent amongst inmates and their friends.
Although impressed with the conviction that with lads who for the most part have led wandering, restless, Arab lives and who belong to a class which is proverbially discontented, absconding will never be thoroughly stamped out, yet I must confess my disappointment that the decrease as compared with former years has not been more marked. It must, however, be borne in mind that much benefit arises from the practice of allowing privileges to well behaved boys, and placing confidence in them, and thus putting their sense of honour to the test; and though the trust is in some cases abused, consequently adding to the number of absconders shown, in the majority of cases it has produced good results.
Out of 97 boys removed from Jika between 1st and 31st December, 1879, there were 33 absconders. Average number of inmates for 1880 was 136 (316 365ths), and there were 50 absconders. During 1881 it was 162 (6 365ths) and 30 absconders. During 1882 it was 167 (308 365ths), and 39 absconders.
Until February, 1882, all attempts at remaining away had been promptly frustrated, but during that month one absconder was successful in evading recapture until seven months afterwards. This caused a marked   unsteadiness amongst those who were given to absconding. To add to this, during June another boy absconded and hitherto has successfully evaded recapture.
In dealing with the absconders' return, I have taken into consideration all cases, although in some instances the boys were not away more than half an hour, though their intention was manifest.
It has been observed that absconding becomes epidemic. This cannot be accounted for satisfactorily, excepting that when a boy has run away all the others talk incessantly about it. On one occasion (at my suggestion) the committee examined a great many of the boys whose names appeared on the absconder's list, but in no case could the boys   give any but the most absurd reasons for having made the attempt. I think a good deal of it can be attributed to sulkiness. A boy will run away perhaps because he has been punished, or even because he knows that he is in the defaulters' list. There are some boys who behave and work well in order to get into "A" division simply because of the facilities for absconding afforded to this highest division. Yet it is a difficult thing to make certain they are only working with this object in view, and even when there is every belief that this is the case, it is not, I think, always expedient to act on what may be merely a supposition. For the result is, probably, that the boy becomes sulky and troublesome, stating in excuse that be has tried to improve but that his motives in so doing have been misunderstood.
It is with pleasure I can report that the progress made in school is still satisfactory. During the year 13 certificates of education have been obtained, as against 10 in 1881, 2 in 1880, whereas before that date none were procured. I must however repeat my suggestion made in last year's report, viz. , that I   would like to see one of the inspectors under the Education department visit now and then, not with a view of holding examinations for certificates, for, as stated in previous reports, I feel that more emulation ensues by following the practice which has obtained since moving to Ballarat, viz -Sending boys to compete (with permission, and under careful supervision) at outside examinations.
Having in view the necessity of preparing these boys for the hard work of after life, after obtaining the opinion of the secretary for education, the following system has been adopted where considered advisable. Those who have attained the age of 15 years, and have reached the 4th class, or have obtained a certificate as being sufficiently educated, have been employed at work at their various occupations during the whole day, and twice a week during the evening allowed to attend school. I would add that the school work was somewhat interfered with for some weeks towards the close of the year as owing to the rebuilding of the store, it was found necessary, in order to secure the safety of the stores, &e , to occupy one of the schoolrooms.
The farming work has been steadily progressing, and two lads became most proficient with the plough. The crops, as before, were entirely put in and stacked by the boys. The long and severe winter has been a great draw- back. Instead of being enabled to sell hay as was anticipated the whole was utilised for the horses and cattle, and none of the stock died, but I am informed the losses amongst surrounding farmers were considerable. The supply of milk was kept up without purchasing.
The soil is much impregnated with iron stone and gravel, and consequently miser- ably poor. Potatoes are grown more for instruction than anything else, for though the ground was well worked and dressed, no more than two months' supply of potatoes was obtained - very little more than sufficient to defray the cost of purchasing seed.
During the year the general health of the inmates was good, but I regret to state that much trouble and inconvenience to work were experienced from catarrhal ophthalmia, though without any serious consequences. I understand the complaint was very general throughout the district, and the employees suffered equally with the boys.
It is with regret the death of one boy from embolism has to be reported.
I have on more than one occasion drawn the attention of the authorities to the question of filling up vacancies in the Visiting Committee, especially to the importance of obtaining the assistance of residents of Ballarat. I welcome the fullest inspection, and I am most anxious to enlist the sympathy of others in the reformatory cause. May I suggest that a local committee should be nominated for this Reformatory, to act with the General Committee. The reports of a committee which has no executive powers would be independent and suggestive, and therefore of value. In my report for 1881, I advocated the appointment of a certain number only of local gentlemen so as to extend our sphere of action, and to endeavour to avoid a groove of inspection. We want as wide a circle of interest, and as great a variety of keen visitors as possible.
I cannot conclude my report without testifying to the great assistance I have at all times received from Mr. Connor in all work appertaining to the Reformatory. The result of the educational portion of his duty I have already dealt with, I refer now more particularly to his executive functions in virtue of his position as " second in command "
I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,
J EVANS,
Commander Royal Navy, Superintendent.
Appended to the report is a classified list of boys licensed or discharged from the reformatory, Ballarat, since June, 1880 (the date of completion of transfer from Jika), with particulars as to their conduct, &c , to 31st December, 1882. The table gives the following information as to the conduct of the boys licensed or discharged -Very good, 30; good, 40; fair, 20; doubtful, 14; in different, 4; bad, 31; not sufficient information, 18; no information, 26.
Victorian Govt Gazette 28 Mar 1884

ACTING SUPERINTENDENT, BALLARAT REFORMATORY

The Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased to appoint EDWARD CHARLES* CONNOR, Head Teacher, Ballarat Reformatory, to be Acting Superintendent of the said Reformatory, during the absence of Commander J Evans R.N. (26 Mar 1884)

The Argus 28 Apr 1884

AT THE BALLARAT REFORMATORY. NO. I
........... On either side of the grounds in front, and a little apart from the main building, the quarters allotted to Captain Evans, the superintendent, and Mr. E C Connor, the head teacher and second in command, are situated, and these comfortable looking residences assist to tone down the air of severity   and bleakness which are characteristic of so many state institutions..........

The Argus 30 Apr 1884

AT THE BALLARAT REFORMATORY. No. II.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL REPORTER)
In going through the Ballarat Reformatory one of the features apt to make an impression on those acquainted with the work of Government institutions is the absence of red tape. Here it has been found that different evils require different remedies and Captain Evans has, in many instances, when confronted with awkward cases, acted according to his own judgment instead of waiting for instructions from headquarters after the usual fashion in these matters. An apt illustration of the style of management that   does not obtain at Ballarat is the late quarantine experience at Portsea for example. The chief difficulty is in dealing with very young culprits, for in the records the entry "Transferred to Industrial Schools" frequently appears, and, as a great many boys are sent here from that institution, it would appear that mistakes are made in both directions. The magistrates at many of the sub urban courts seem to confuse the identity and objects of the two institutions, and in many cases to show very little discrimination in deciding as to which of them an offending boy should be sent. Of course, such veteran magistrates as Dr Lloyd, of Hotham, for example, who deal every other day with such cases seldom make mistakes but in the remote suburbs where the victims of early neglect only occasionally come up for treatment, mistakes frequently occur. This is alleged to be one of the defects of the present system, and no doubt it would be a serious   blot if prompt remedial measures were not taken. Whenever a boy, whose years or appearance would seem to indicate an acquaintance with misfortune rather than crime is sent to the reformatory, Captain Evans makes a strict inquiry into the case before allowing him to come into contact with the other boys. The police papers containing nil information on the case accompany the warrant of committal, and when the particulars there given are not sufficient to justify his acceptance at the reformatory as a youthful criminal, the lad is at once sent to the Industrial Schools and the formal authority for transfer sought after wards. For statistical reasons these lads appear in the report as having been com mitted to the reformatory, while for all practical purposes it may be said that they never entered its walls. ..............

[much omitted here]
Religious instruction is given daily by the teachers, and on Sundays and special occasions by volunteers from Ballarat. It sounded strange in this little criminal community to hear Sunday School hymns sung in good time and tune, and to note the ready answers given during a course of catechetical instruction. But as in nearly all instruction com posed of mere question and answer, it was a doubtful benefit. They like the singing very much when led on the harmonium by Mr. Connor, but it is evidently the music of the hymn and not its sentiment that constitutes the attraction. The teachers admit their in- ability to make any marked impression These boys are shrewd young philosophers, with a logic born of bitter experience. Their line of reasoning is that the teacher is paid for his work and teaches them religious truths ac cording to instructions, therefore it is not genuine. But with the Sunday schools and volunteer system quite a different result is observed. A constant variation of teachers is the aim of Captain Evans, and the clergy men of the district, with those who are willing to assist them in the work, visit the reformatory in turn. The best feature in this is, I imagine, an arrangement for semi religious tuition on every alternate Thursday in the winter months, and every Thursday in summer. This has been organised and carried out by a Ballarat resident, who is entitled to every credit for his good work. The boys are not obliged to attend these   lessons, but send in their names if they wish to do so and the fact that the classes are large under such circumstances shows that the teaching is appreciated. As already stated, the main feature of these gatherings is a religious one, but it is judiciously mingled with the other important elements of instruction and entertainment
The Argus 1 May 1884

THE BALLARAT REFORMATORY.
The following report upon the Ballarat Reformatory has been furnished by Captain Evans, superintendent of the establishment, to the Chief Secretary, in answer to the letter of Mr. Coppin, M L A , which appeared m The Argus of the 26th inst :
Reformatory, Ballarat,   April 26, 1881      

Sir, - Referring to Mr. Coppin's letter in this day's Argus, I have the honour respectfully to call your attention to remarks thereon which I feel it incumbent on me to furnish, and trust you will permit of the publication of the same, as Captain Neitenstein's   private letter (extensively quoted by Mr. Coppin) is calculated to throw doubt upon my report of visits to the Vernon.  

[much omitted here]

These cases are not of frequent occurrence.   I believe I mentioned to Captain Neitenstein   another serious case of this nature, that of a stalwart determined lad, who twice most violently resisted the officers here. In this case (while down with typhoid fever) I requested Mr. Connor, then in charge, to bring the lad under the notice of the visiting committee. This was done, the visitors seeing him alone, and the lad admitted to them that he was wild with passion, and did not know what he was doing.    

[much omitted here]

J. EVANS

The Argus 12 May 1884

THE BALLARAT REFORMATORY.      
The following is the report for the year ending 31st December 1883 of Capt Evans,   superintendent of the Ballarat Reformatory -
Reformatory, Ballarat, May 6 1884 To the Hon. the Chief Secretary, &c.
Sir -I have the honour to furnish, for the year ending December 31, 1883 a report on the reformatory for boys.

[much omitted here]
The expenses of the establishment have been very largely increased, owing to the un usual amount of sickness throughout the   year. During my own illness (typhoid fever) the temporary services of an additional teacher became necessary for two months in order that Mr. Connor who was made acting superintendent might be entirely relieved of his scholastic duties. The hospital staff had  to be considerably augmented, owing to the eye and fever cases. 
[much omitted here]
Your most obedient servant,
J Evans,  Commander Royal Navy, Superintendent     

Victorian Government Gazette 11 Jul 1884

SUPERINTENDENT, BALLARAT REFORMATORY

The administrator of the Government, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased to appoint E. C. CONNOR Esq., Head Teacher, Ballarat Reformatory, to be Superintendent of that Reformatory, vice J. Evans Esq., R.N., promoted. (7 Jul 1884)
Undated [probably around 10 Feb 1885] and unnamed paper cutting collected by Florence Marie Ferres, Edward’s sister. 

While the other members of the Fronde-cum-Elphinstone party which has just left Ballarat were enjoying a well-earned rest on Thursday morning, Mr. S.J. Way, Chief Justice of South Australia and President of the Royal Commission on charitable institutions in that colony, was up and doing. Before breakfast, he spent an hour at the Reformatory, Wendouree, inspecting boys and building and enquiring into the system &c. Mr. Way, before leaving, placed on record the fact that he “was most favorably impressed with the management of the institution”. It is satisfactory to know that, dropping in unexpectedly at that early hour, the Chief Justice of South Australia found the Reformatory in good working order.

The Argus 12 Jul 1884

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.
Last night’s Gazette announces ...............The following among other appointments are notified - W H Johnstone, to be public vaccinator at Frankston; Captain Evans, RN, to be inspector of industrial schools, reformatories and charitable institutions, in the room of the late Mr. Neal; and E C Connor head teacher at the Ballarat Reformatory, to be superintendent of that reformatory, vice Captain Evans promoted
Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)
	Name:
	Hugh Neville Connor

	Father's Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Elizabeth M Joyce

	Birth Place:
	Ballarat East, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1884 [8 Aug]

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	14390


The Argus 11 May 1886

THE BALLARAT REFORMATORIES.
By Geo. B. Hill, City Visitor.
.................................[intro omitted]
When I first became acquainted with the   Victorian Reformatory for boys, two vessels the Deborah hulk and the Sir Harry Smith, were set apart for the detention and so called reformation of boys who were convicted of     crime. They were the most unsuitable craft for the purpose I ever saw- dark and ill ventilated between decks the Sir Harry Smith was; and the Deborah was a prison hulk, formerly used for the worst of Vandemonian convicts who overflowed this colony   when the goldfields broke out
Corporal punishment was so common that what little good there was in the lads was often flogged out of them with the cat, and they became either sullen brutes or crawling sneaks.
Once a week, weather permitting the best behaved were taken ashore to play on the   barren sand at Fisherman's Bend, one of the     least likely of places to soften the manners   of the lads or the hearts of their keepers
On those vessels were crowded comparatively innocent children and vicious young fellows (some of whom were nearly men), who never missed an opportunity of corrupting the youngest ones and making them more wicked than they would have been and the wonder is that any of the unfortunate creatures took to a straight course after being in such a school
By and-by the lads were removed to a part of Pentridge Prison, and the school got the name Jika Reformatory. This was a   change for the better, but still it was a prison, and the visitor could not help feeling that many there were training for a life of crime. There were prison cells, prison meals, prison school, and prison discipline.
No trees, no flowers, nothing to soften the feelings or bring out the latent good that might have been developed under favourable circumstances. True, a few good people at Coburg held a Sunday-school and tried to inculcate some religious principles into their minds, but it is hard work to grow even good   seed on such stony ground as hearts hardened by cold and dry official supervision. Thus many on their discharge relapsed into crime and became some of our most daring criminals.
Then came about another change, one very much for the better. The old Industrial School at Ballarat was vacant. At the same time a gentleman, Captain Evans, who was highly recommended for his success in the training of boys of this class in the old country, was appointed as superintendent, and the school forthwith having been removed to Ballarat, became in reality the institution that its name indicated.
As I was acquainted with the former systems of working the school, I thought that I would like to see how the place and plan at Ballarat suited, and to what extent the boys were reformed ; so I went on a recent occasion on a visit to the school.
I arrived by the first train, and was driven at once to the place, which I found to be in the midst of pleasant grounds in the vicinity of the Botanic-gardens and " the lake."
I was received by Mr. Connor, the superintendent, very kindly in his office. The last time we met was aboard of the Sir Harry Smith, 15 or 16 years ago [ie 1870 or 71]. Mr. Connor was then a young man, and, if I remember rightly, was schoolmaster there. He has been in the reformatory ever since, and when Captain Evans was appointed to the post of inspector of charities, &c, he was promoted to his present position, and is the " right man in the right place "............. [ A long but interesting article]
The Argus 17 Jan 1887

THE BOYS' REFORMATORY BALLARAT.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS.
Sir-The kind co operation of my friends has enabled me to send to Mr. Connor the superintendent of the Boys Reformatory Ballarat, the following amount, for the Christmas festivities [list of donations follows]

ALFRED WOOLLEY,
Jan 15 Member Visiting Committee
The Argus 5 Apr 1887

Births.   CONNOR. —On the 3rd inst, at the Reformatory, Ballarat the wife of E. Charles Connor - a daughter. [Dorothy Violet]

Australia Birth Index 1788-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Dorothy Violet Connor

	Father's Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Mother's Name:
	Elizabeth Marion Joyce

	Birth Place:
	Ballarat East, Victoria

	Registration Year:
	1887

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	8319


The Argus 18 Oct 1887

THE BALLARAT REFORMATORY.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS  
Sir -During the discussion of the reformatory estimates in the Legislative Assembly on Thursday evening last, Mr. Coppin is reported to have said -
' The difference in the scale of remuneration obtained by the boys of the Ballarat institution and the Vernon boys was something ridiculous. The Ballarat boys got from 3s to 5s 6d per month while the   Vernon lads got more than that per week."      
Permit me to say that the hon. gentleman is labouring under a misapprehension. The     lowest rates at which boys are usually   licensed from our reformatory are 4s per week for the first (trial) month and 5s per week for remainder of first year, with board, lodging, medical attendance &c and 60 per cent of the boys licensed during 1886 were placed at higher rates. In three special cases - two very young boys and one cripple - in the same period, 3s per week was fixed as the preliminary remuneration.
This correction is deemed necessary to prevent a demand for labour which, on the terms quoted by the hon. member for East Melbourne, would, I admit, be ridiculously cheap. Mr. Connor the superintendent, already has applications five or six deep for every available boy.
Yours &c,  
HENRY BRIND, Hon. Sec,
Reformatory Visiting Committee. Ballarat, Oct 17.
The Argus 1 Jan 1891

MR. CONNOR, Superintendent BOYS' REFORMATORY, Ballarat, desires thankfully to acknowledge the following Christmas donations :-Mrs. Hugh Bucknall, 20s.; Reformatory Schools department (per Mr. A. Nichol-   son), £2 3s. 6d.; administrative branch Melbourne Water Supply department (per Mr. J. F. Joyce), £1 8s.; Mr. Gavin G. Brown, £2 2s.; Miss Huckin, 20s.; Mrs. D. McGregor, 10s.; Sir. Isaac White, 10s.; Mr. William Hockln, 10s.; Mr. John Hocklin, 10s,; also " Long Room," secretary's office (per Mr. R. H. Phillips), books; and Mr. Arthur Clowes, flute.
The Argus 31 Mar 1891

BALLARAT.
SUNDAY EVENING
Mr. E. C. Connor, superintendent of the Ballarat Reformatory, has received notice of his appointment to the position of chief clerk to the Penal department.
The Argus 8 Apr 1891

Mr. E C Connor, superintendent of the Boys Reformatory School at Ballarat, has succeeded Mr. J Stone as chief clerk and accountant of the Penal department. Mr. Stone has retired from the public service.
Victorian Government Gazette 26 Jun 1891

VISITING COMMITTEE, BALLARAT REFORMATORY

The Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased to appoint EDWARD CHARLES CONNOR to be a member of the Visiting Committee for the Boy’s Reformatory School, Ballarat, vice Alfred Woolley, deceased. (22 Jun 1891)

The Argus 28 Oct 1895

Notice is hereby given, that after the expiration of fourteen days from the publication   hereof application will be made to the Supreme Court of the Colony of Victoria in the Probate Jurisdiction that PROBATE of the WILL, of SARAH FRANCES CONNOR, late of York terrace Lygon street Carlton in Victoria but formerly of Sea Bank in the parish of Alberton East in Victoria spinster deceased may be granted to Robert Arthur Henry Connor of Yarram Yarram in Victoria auctioneer, one of the executors named in and appointed by the said will leave being reserved to Edward Charles Connor, the other executor and Florence Mary Ferres the executrix named therein and appointed thereby to come in and prove the said will   at any time hereafter
Dated this twenty fifth day of October, 1895 BEN PERCIVAL JOHNSON of Commercial street Yarram Yarram proctor for the said Robert  Arthur Henry Connor. 

Victorian Government Gazette 20 Oct 1899

APPOINTMENTS

The Governor in Council has, by Orders made on the 16th day of October 1899, been pleased to make the undermentioned appointments, viz.;

Deputy Inspector-General of Penal Establishments

EDWARD CHARLES CONNOR to be Deputy Inspector-General of Penal Establishments and Gaols.

Victorian Government Gazette 10 Nov 1899

Collectors of Imposts

The persons named hereunder to Collectors of Imposts at the places respectively specified, viz. 

Penal Establishments and Gaols Branch, Melbourne; EDWARD C. CONNOR (Deputy Inspector General of Penal Establishments and Gaols) to be Acting Collector of Imposts for the Penal Establishments and Gaols Branch, during the absence of J. Evans, Inspector-General, on leave.

Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records 1841-1925  File No 59/645

Estate of Sarah Frances Connor at 11 May 1900 [following the marriage of Narcissa West Connor to James Willoughby Willis] 
	Assets
	£
	s
	d
	Liabilities
	£
	s
	d

	Proceeds of, sale of land less commission expenses etc (£10/12/6)
	414
	7
	6
	Funeral expenses
	10
	8
	6

	Sale of horse
	3
	14
	0
	Costs probate etc
	12
	2
	6

	Current acct at Bank of Vic
	18
	11
	4
	Dr Cole medical attendance
	10
	5
	6

	Rents received from Gellion’s trustees
	140
	0
	0
	Nurse and medicine
	4
	3
	0

	Sale of buggy
	9
	0
	0
	Rev HA Betts money lent
	2
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	AJ Gibbett bread
	1
	6
	0

	
	
	
	
	G Collis meal
	2
	10
	0

	
	
	
	
	Gates debt owed
	
	8
	6

	
	
	
	
	Rates and Insurance
	11
	5
	6

	
	
	
	
	Interest paid to Howden’s trustees
	43
	15
	0

	
	
	
	
	Caretaking at ‘Seabank’
	3
	16
	0

	
	
	
	
	Selling expenses
	5
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	Narcissa West Willis in divers amounts
	95
	14
	4

	
	
	
	
	EC Connor a legatee
	133
	6
	8

	
	
	
	
	FM Ferres a legatee
	133
	6
	8

	
	
	
	
	Balance in hand being less than amt to which executor is entitled under will
	116
	4
	8

	Total
	585
	12
	10
	
	585
	12
	10


Signed RAH Connor, executor

The Argus 30 Jul 1900

PENAL ESTABLISHMENTS.  
Mr. E.C. Connor, deputy inspector general of penal establishments in his annual report on the prisons in Victoria, shows that there was is in 1899, as compared with the preceding year, a decrease of 82 in the daily average number of prisoners,   and that the number of distinct prisoners also showed a falling off of 311. He adds that the completion of the new Wing of "A" division at Pentridge, with its separate labour yards, has provided facilities for classifying the prisoners. Promising   cases, mainly those who have not been previously convicted - are now entirely separated from the hardened criminals and from troublesome prisoners who require coercive treatment. The building of these  separate yards has enabled a different course to be pursued with regard to the insubordinate and lazy prisoner. Instead  of confining him in his cell, where only light employment could be given, he put  out into one of these small yards, and made to break a certain quantity of road metal. After deducting the cash earnings, the cost  of maintenance and control of each prisoner averaged £38/1/3 per year. During 1899, 10 male prisoners and nine females were transferred to lunatic asylums. In 18 out of the 19 cases, the disease originated prior to reception in prison - three having been in a lunatic asylum before conviction.   The remaining case was that of a man who had been twice returned from the asylum, and who was again under observation by the medical officer. Mr. Connor refers to the condemnation by Mr. Cook in the Legislative Assembly last session of the administration of Victorian Prisons and replies to all the statements made, showing that the hon. member had been miss informed in many instances. While admitting that the system is capable of improvement, Mr. Connor says that it is enlightened and progressive, and that the comparisons instituted by Mr. Cook were based   on incorrect data, and therefore yielded  erroneous results.
The Argus 6 Dec 1900

It has been complained that persons of unsound mind are kept in gaol at Pent ridge, and that, on completing their sentences, and being discharged they are arrested as soon as they emerge from prison, on the ground that they are insane, and un fit to be at large. A case of this character came under the notice of the Coburg Court on Tuesday, when a woman named Mary Baker, who had just completed a term of 12 months' imprisonment at the female penitentiary, Pentridge, was arrested outside the gaol walls on the charge of being insane. Medical evidence was given that the woman was of unsound mind, and she was committed to the Kew lunatic Asylum. Mr. Connor, deputy inspector general of penal establishments, states that a rule was made some time ago that prisoners suspected of being of un sound mind should be transferred to the Melbourne Gaol, where they could be under the observation of Dr Shields, Government medical officer, and Mr. M Creery, I R C S , inspector general of hospitals for the insane. He is having inquiries made into this case to ascertain why the woman had not been removed to the Melbourne Gaol for medical observation, in accordance with the gaol regulations. It will be remembered that one of the charges made by Mr. Hume Cook, when a member of the Legislative Assembly, was that our penal system tended to make prisoners either   hardened criminals or lunatics. The Penal  department, however, replied, showing that the number of prisoners who had been transferred to a lunatic asylum were comparatively small. But if the insane prisoners are allowed to serve their full term of imprisonment, and discharged as sane, but as soon as they get outside the prison walls are arrested as being insane, on in formation supplied by the prison authorities, it is no wonder that the record of prisoners transferred from gaol to the lunatic asylum is small.

The Argus 18 Nov 1901

A report has been received by the Penal department of the sensational attempt of a prisoner, named Percy Ramage, to commit suicide in the Geelong Gaol. It was stated in "The Argus" on Saturday that Ramage was discovered by a warder in the act of cutting his throat. The warder at once tried to take the knife which the prisoner was using away from him. Ramage, with blood streaming from the wound in his throat, rushed at the warder, and at tempted to throw him over the balcony.
Mr. Connor, the assistant inspector-general, states that Ramage, who is a troublesome and violent prisoner, had to be sent to Geelong because he is a sufferer from Bright's disease. Captain Evans, the inspector-general, who is paying his fort nightly visit to Geelong, will inquire into the case to-day. In regard to the statement that there appeared to be a good deal of discontent among the prisoners at Geelong, Mr. Connor explains that as all the men there are suffering from some kind of illness, this is only natural. Whenever the inspectors visit that gaol, he says, they are met with all sorts of complaints from the
prisoners. On one occasion a prisoner asked to be removed as the air of Geelong did not agree with him. This man said he was convinced no one could live long in the Geelong air without going mad. "That is proved," he added, "by the mental condition of the warders and attendants about the gaol."
The Coburg Leader 4 Jan 1902

A CONVICT INTOXICATED. On Monday afternoon, the 23rd December, about 2.30, a convict named Malone, serving a term of imprisonment for practicing the confidence trick, was found in a helpless state of intoxication, and was removed by two warders to the hospital, where the electric battery was applied to him. It appears that Malone who is nearing the expiration of his sentence, was allowed more latitude than other convicts. Part of his duties consisted in sweeping the guards room, where he discovered a bottle of whisky in a bag, which had been brought into the establishment for the use of the warders at the Christmas convivialities. Malone forestalled them, however, by drinking the whole bottle of whisky him self, with the result that he was found in a helpless state of intoxication Mr. E. C. Connor, the Deputy Inspector General of Penal Establishments, paid a visit to Pentridge yesterday and ascertained that the responsibility in this case attaches, in the first place, to a temporary warder, who freely and voluntarily placed the facts before his superior officer. 

The Argus 15 Jan 1902

PENTRIDGE DISCIPLINE,  WARDERS FINED FOR NEGLECT.
An inquiry arising out of the attempted   escape of the notorious convict, Richard Buckley assisted by Alexander Raybould,   alias Ward, on Saturday morning December 21, has been held. Buckley concealed in the iron roof of the woollen factory a stock of provisions, chisels, ropes, hooks, &c., and when the discovery was made the   facts were reported to Mr. Connor, who was acting in place of the inspector-general,   Captain Evans. Mr. Connor attended   Pentridge, and took evidence, which was submitted to Captain Evans, who recently held a thorough investigation, the evidence of a number of officials being taken on oath. As a result of this inquiry, and although no actual charges were preferred against officials Captain Evans found that Overseer  James Ramsey, of the bootmakers' department, and Warder George Webster, who   was doing observation duty on No. 7 post, were guilty of carelessness in administering the duties entrusted to them. Overseer Ramsay, who is an experienced overseer, was fined £5; while warder Webster was  fined 30/. Two other officials who were doing duty in the portion of the prison at   the time Buckley slipped on to the roof were also found guilty of failing to report certain matters, and were severely reprimanded.
Up to the present no steps have been taken in regard to the warden, a temporary   hand, who brought into the prison a bottle of whisky, which a prisoner named Malone abstracted from a luncheon bag in the guard-room, and swallowed the contents.    
Victorian Government Gazette 9 Apr 1902

BOARD OF INQUIRY APPOINTED
Thomas Smallman Esq., Police Magistrate; Edward Charles Connor Esq., Deputy Inspector-General of Penal Establishments; and Frederick Charles Eddy Esq., Inspector, department of Public Instruction, to be a Board of Inquiry to inquire into the truth of a charge preferred by the Permanent Head of the Department of Public Works against John Theodore Prollius, Assistant Light-house Keeper, Wilson’s Promontory.

The Argus 14 Nov 1902

THE DROUGHT SUFFERERS.
THE MAYOR'S FUND
The Mayor of Melbourne, honorary treasurer of the above fund, acknowledges receipt of the following additional subscriptions -...E C Connor ₤1/1/0................
Victorian Government Gazette 24 Dec 1902

Collectors of Imposts
Edward C Connor (Acting Secretary, Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools), to be Acting Collector of Imposts in connexion with the office of Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools, vice T.M. Millar, deceased.

Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1903

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Kooyong

	Subdistrict:
	Canterbury

	Address:
	Margaret street, Canterbury

	Occupation:
	civil servant

	Residing with:
	Elizabeth Marion Connor (hd), Blanche Annie Connor (hd), William Edgar Charles Connor (warehouseman), Basil Percy Connor (clerk)


The Argus 20 Feb 1903

PERSONAL...........The appointment of Mr. E C Connor as secretary to the Department for Neglected Children was confirmed at the meeting of the Executive Council yesterday.
Victorian Government Gazette 25 Feb 1903

APPOINTMENT

Secretary and Inspector, Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools

The Governor of the State of Victoria in Council has, by an order made on the 19th day of February 1903, been pleased to appoint EDWARD CHARLES CONNOR Esq., Deputy Inspector General, Chief Clerk and Accountant, Penal Establishments and Gaols, to be Secretary and Inspector, Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools (First Class, Clerical Division), Department of Chief Secretary, in place of Thomas M. Millar, deceased.

The Argus 27 Feb 1903

The appointment of Mr. E. C. Connor, as inspector-general of penal establishments will be confirmed at the next meeting of the Executive Council, that gentleman having been nominated for the position by the Public Service Commissioner. The circumstances of the appointment afford a peculiar example of the working of the law governing promotion in the     public service. A few weeks ago   Mr. Connor was chief clerk in the Penal department - a second class position - but when the position of secretary to the neglected children's department - a first class position - became vacant, Mr. Connor was appointed to it. No one but first class officers, and those in the professional division, were eligible for appointment to the position of inspector general of penal establishments. Mr. Connor is now considered to be the officer most fitted for this post, but he could not have been appointed had it not been that the accidental vacancy   in the neglected children's department left an avenue through which the appointment to the head of the Penal department could be made.
The Horsham Times 3 Mar 1903

The appointment of Mr. E. C. Conner as  inspector-general of penal establishments will be confirmed at the next meeting of the Executive Council, that gentleman having been nominated for the position by the Public Service Commissioner. Mr. Read Murphy,  P.M. was an applicant for the post.

Victorian Government Gazette 4 Mar 1903

APPOINTMENT

Inspector General of Penal Establishments

The Governor of the State of Victoria in Council has, by an order made on the 27th day of February 1903, been pleased to appoint EDWARD CHARLES CONNOR Esq., Secretary and Inspector, Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools (First Class, Clerical Division), to be Inspector General of Penal Establishments, Class “A”, Professional Division, vice Captain James Evans R.N., retired. Appointment to date from 1st April 1903.

The Argus 12 Mar 1903

Applications are invited for the position of secretary to the Neglected Children's department rendered vacant by the transfer of Mr. E C Connor to the position of inspector general of penal establishments. Applicants must be in either the first or second class clerical divisions of the public service, or in a grade of the professional   division in which the salary is at least equal to that of the second class clerical division. The vacant position is first class, and has a salary of £520 to £600 per annum attached to it. Applications must be lodged with the Public Service Commissioner be fore Tuesday next.
The Argus 13 Mar 1903

Captain Evans, who is retiring from the position of inspector-general of penal establishments, was entertained by the officers of his department yesterday. His health was proposed by his successor, Mr. E. L. Connor, who, on behalf of the officers and ex-officers of the branch, presented him with a pair of field-glasses, a set of entree dishes, and a breakfast dish. Mr. O'Brien, M.B., Government medical officer; Mr. R. Paterson, deputy governor of Pentridge; and Mr. A. R. Smith, representing the office staff, also spoke. The under-secretary (Mr. Morrison) and the chief clerk (Mr. Callaway) were present on behalf of the other branches of the Chief Secretary's department. Captain Evans acknowledged the gift in suitable terms. It is his intention to leave by the Illawarra on the 21st inst. on a long sea journey for the benefit of his health. .
The Argus 20 Jun 1903 (and SMH 12, 20 Jun 1903)

PUBLIC SERVANTS AND POLITICS. CHARGE AGAINST A SCHOOL TEACHER.
A question affecting the right of public servants to make political comment in speeches was before a public service inquiry board, which sat, at the Government offices yesterday to deal with charges of misconduct or improper conduct, preferred against George J Mead, teacher of the state school, Ruby, Gippsland. Messrs Keogh, P. M., E C Connor, inspector general of penal establishments, and H T Gomm, official accountant in insolvency, formed the board. Mr. Mollomby, of the Crown Law Office, conducted the case for the Education department, and Mr. Isaacs, K C, and Mr. Levinson (instructed by Mr. John Isaacs) appeared for Mr. Mead. The accusation was that at a meeting of teachers held in Melbourne on April 15 last, Mr. Mead had committed a breach of regulations under the Public Service Acts and been guilty of misconduct or improper conduct under section 124, Act 1133. The action complained of was that of publicly uttering at the meeting referred to language reflecting on the members of the Government, more particularly on the Premier, the Treasurer, and the Minister for Railways............................
The board then adjourned till Tuesday, when it will consider its decision 

The Coburg Leader 12 Sep 1903

SWINE FEVER AT PENTRIDGE. A letter was received from the Inspector-General of Penal Establishments (Mr. E. C. Connor), replying to a communication from the council regarding the death of a number of pigs at the Pentridge Penal Establishment on the 24th July, and enclosing a report from Dr. A. A. Brown on the subject. Dr Brown reported that after making an examination of the carcass of one of the pigs, he was of opinion, from the gross lesions presented, the animals had died of swine plague. The intestines were inflamed, particularly at the seat of the Peyers patches, al though the disease had not progressed far enough for the formation of   ulcers. All over the body the skin   presented red patches, which could be readily rendered conspicuous by immersing the carcass in scalding water. In the inguinal glands Dr Brown observed the short ovoid bacteria identical in appearance with those of swine plague. The animals did not die of poisoning. The report was received. 

The Argus 23 Sep 1903

GAOLS AND CRIMINALS. INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S REPORT.
INDETERMINATE SENTENCES CRITICISED.
The annual report of the inspector general of prison establishments (Mr. E. C. Connor) as submitted to the Chief Secretary, was laid upon the table of the Legislative Assembly yesterday. It showed that, in the daily average of the prisons, there was  again a falling-off (numbers for 1901 being   1,139 - 941 males and 198 females), while the number for the year under review was   1,110 (940 males and 170 females). As compared with 1891 the very considerable reduction of 41 per cent was revealed. The male hospital building at the Melbourne   Gaol is still regarded as inadequate for the accommodation of those for whom it is in tended. The present hospital wards  would suffice for the ordinary cases of sickness occurring in the gaol but the present  practice of sending all sorts and conditions   or persons to the gaol hospital for treatment imposes upon it to a considerable ex tent functions more properly belonging to a general hospital or receiving house.  
Referring to prisoners who have been sent to gaol for failing to maintain wives and children, the inspector general recommends that in all such cases, the power to impose hard labour should be exercised, if only to make prison life distasteful to men who wantonly shirked their responsibilities through sheer laziness. One case is cited of a prisoner who   preferred to do the full time of 12 months rather than gain 45 days' remission as engaging in any work.  
Touching the subject of habitual criminality Mr. Connor says - "The indeterminate sentence system has in some   quarters, been suggested as a means of meeting the difficulty, but where that system has been introduced the object has been rather to shorten than to prolong detention. Under this scheme the duration of a man s incarceration is decided not by the judge who deals with the offender but by a committee or board, the members of which must  depend upon the reports of gaol officials to guide them to their determinations. To determine when a man has really reformed is a hard matter. Securely   guarded from the allurements of the public house and the street, and assailed by no temptations or opportunities to carry on the practices of years of freedom, promises of reformation may be and are readily made and cleverly acted up to; but by what means can these protestations be tested? It has been asked why criminals cannot be dealt with as lunatics are. ........ The cases of the lunatic and the criminal appear to me to differ very materially. A sane man may, and very often does, feign insanity but an insane man could not deceive the expert by pretended sanity. Though the medical man is very often puzzled in the former case he can deter mine when the impaired mind has become sound. But what doctor or scientist or committee can pronounce a reliable opinion in the case of a criminal who professes to have turned over a new leaf even when his profession is supported by a clean prison record?    To rid society of these dangerous criminals some have advocated lifelong imprisonment and from the society standpoint this would doubtless be   very effective and satisfactory. But what of the convict immured in a prison above the portal of which might be inscribed "Abandon life all ye who   enter here". How is he to be employed and controlled; what inducement to be industrious or to conduct himself properly? I am convinced that we must first look to the courts for relief. If the maximum penalty were imposed in every case in which a man who by repeated acts of lawlessness has forfeited all right to considerate treatment is found guilty of a further offence, not only would the number of roaming professional criminals be considerably reduced, but those who remain at large would have a strong inducement to keep clear of the arm of the law "
Referring to another class of habitual offenders, Mr. Connor emphasises the utter   uselessness of persistently imposing light sentences on men and women who are continuously guilty of drunkenness and dissolute habits.
Reference is made to the good work done by the Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society,   and its claims to more extended public assistance. The work done by the Salvation Army and the lady visitors to the gaols is also recognised, and the report concludes with a word of praise to the staff and to the late inspector general (Captain Evans). 
The Argus 29 Jan 1904

An allegation of misconduct against two warders of the Pentridge prison is at present being made the subject of inquiry by the authorities. The charge against the men is that of being intoxicated during hours when they were not on duty at the prison.   The charge was reported by the governor of  Pentridge to Mr. E. C. Connor, inspector general of the Penal department. Mr. Connor, not desiring to deal summarily with the cases, reported them to the Chief Secretary,  and from him they were passed on to the Public Service Commissioner (Mr. C.A. Topp.) By Mr. Topp's instructions, a letter has been forwarded to each of the two men  concerned, asking him whether he wishes to acknowledge or deny any offence.    
The Horsham Times 23 Feb 1904

GAOLS AND PRISONERS. INSPECTOR.GENERAL'S REPORT.   The report of the inspector-general of penal establishments and gaols for the year 1902 has been issued. The report of the inspector-general (Mr. E. C. Connor) is dated 30th May, 1903, by which date the statistical tables for 1902 had been prepared. The report touches on a question of deep public interest in its reference to the hospital accommodation for males at the Melbourne Gaol. The accommodation would be sufficient for cases of sickness occurring in the prison, but the cases which are treated come mainly direct from the court, and includes persons suffering from mental weakness, alcoholism, and delirium tremens. Thus the gaol hospital is called on to per form "functions more properly pertaining to a general hospital or receiving house." It is startling to learn that out of the 29 persons who died in the gaol hospital in 1902, 21 were un convicted, and against some no conviction had ever been recorded. "It is very desirable," the report states, "that means should be devised to prevent the possibility of a destitute but innocent person, overtaken by physical or mental infirmity, having to bear the undeserved stigma of imprisonment." In the report reference is made to a provision lately introduced into the English prison system whereby a man sentenced to imprisonment in default of paying a fine may fulfil his sentence by paying part of his fine and "doing time" for the proportion which is un paid. Thus a man who is awarded "£10, or four months," might be set at liberty after two months' imprisonment by paying a fine of £5. The inspector-general asked for early consideration of the matter. In support of the system it is pointed out that during the imprisonment of a man whose offence is deemed capable of being purged by a fine the state is put to the whole cost of his maintenance; and needless suffering is often entailed upon the wife and family dependent on him. Also, the present rule of "all or none" with regard to fines leads to their being left entirely unpaid. In 1902- 3,665 persons were awarded imprisonment in default of a fine, but of these only 406 paid their fines, the remaining 3,259 becoming an expense to the State. In fines £7,523 was imposed, but only £854 came to the Treasury.
The Argus 18 Jun 1904 and Coburg leader 25 Jun 1904

PENTRIDGE WARDERS'  GRIEVANCES.
A deputation from 70 of the warders of the Pentridge penal establishment most affected by certain matters of administration which they desire altered waited upon the Chief Secretary (Sir Samuel Gillott) at the Treasury-buildings yesterday. The representatives of the men Warders Hodson,  McIntyre and Uren were desirous that the deputation should be a public one, but the authorities were not of the same opinion and the press were accordingly not ad mitted. The interview which took place in the presence of the acting Under-Secretary (Mr. Callaway), the inspector general of prisons (Mr. Connor), and the governor of Pentridge (Mr. Cody), lasted for over two hours, but no definite arrangement was arrived at. The men put forward eight   grounds of complaint, five of which had already been referred to on different occasions during the past few weeks. The men took exception to the extensive powers possessed by the governor of the gaol in matters of discipline, maintaining that it was not in accordance with the principles of justice that he should act as judge in cases in which he was also prosecutor. They complained that the posts or watch towers,   from which they overlook the various parts of the prison were insufficiently protected against the weather and should be glazed in. They contended that certain of their   number should be allowed Saturday afternoons off, that those men unable to take the     five regulation holidays in the year should be given leave in their place, and that a natural exchange of duties between warders  should be permitted. Yesterday three additional grounds of complaint were put for ward by the deputation. It held that there had recently been a curtailment of privileges which had existed for years with regard to the purchase of surplus stores, and asked that better sanitary accommodation should be provided for those on duty. They further objected to the "silent" manner m which the governor of the gaol is accustomed to approach sentries. Owing to his practice of   wearing rubber soled boots, the warders maintained that the possibility of mistake is magnified with the result that Mr. Cody might get shot, or a prisoner even might escape.
During the hearing of the complaints Sir Samuel Gillott received the assistance of both Mr. Connor and Mr. Cody in elucidating different matters connected with prison practice. He then told the deputation that he would refer the statements made to Mr. Connor for report and recommendation. When he received the report upon the com   plaints he would carefully consider it, and announce his decision
The Argus 15 Jul 1904

CRIME IN VICTORIA.  INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT.
Although the general population of the state has gradually increased during the past 14 years, the prison statistics, as set forth in the annual report of the inspector general of penal establishments (Mr. Connor) show that crime has steadily declined. In 1890 the pro portion of prisoners to every 1000 of the population was 1.01 and in 1903 it was only 0.80, while the actual daily average number of prisoners in confinement  had decreased in the same period from 1,332 to 1,039. Although numbers of criminals had left for South Africa and Western Australia, the exodus was quite insufficient to account for this reduction. This falling off in the number of prisoners had led to Castlemaine gaol being reduced to the status of a receiving prison while the first   offenders previously stationed there were accommodated in a special division at Pentridge, containing additional facilities for their reclamation. the transference of prisoners under l8 years of age from gaols to reformatories had been attended with excellent results, 64 per cent of them being known to be leading reputable lives. Mr. Connor in fact recommends that the law be so amended as to extend the age to 21 years, as in several very hopeful cases transfer had been prevented by the age limit. The treatment of promising cases in the special divisions of Pentridge had proved most satisfactory.  
"It is intended to make a distinction in the housing of special division prisoners," runs Mr. Connor's report "and I recently sought and obtained sanction to place in each cell a bedstead, a strip of matting, a chair, and a looking glass."    
Regarding the treatment of habitual criminals, he had in his last report ex pressed the opinion that heavier sentences should be awarded, and since then the same view had been expressed from the Supreme Court bench, while the principle of adopting the indeterminate sentence was now a matter for consideration. A new form of sentence was now engaging attention in England. It was the outcome of a committee appointed by the Secretary of State in 1894 and was briefly the infliction of the   maximum sentence upon all whose records   showed them to be professional criminals, conditional liberation to be granted, however at any time when there was reason   to believe that there was no longer danger   to society. Mr. Connor however favours the proposals of the bill drafted in New South Wales which provides for a lengthened definite sentence supplemented by detention until there was reason to hope for   amendment, then release conditionally on a period of good conduct and industry and finally unrestricted freedom. The vagrancy cases for the year numbered 410 and it was noticeable that, while only 13 per cent of the total prisoners were females, there were 47 per cent among the vagrants.
Uselessly short sentences were still being imposed upon the dissolute of both sexes. The gaol was still being used as a portal through which destitute reputable persons found their way to other institutions. The English practice of accepting part payment   of fines, and releasing persons held in de fault, was recommended, it having been at tended with encouraging results in New South Wales. Finger print identification had been introduced and advantage would   result by the adoption of a uniform system throughout the states. Such a system would also prove of value to the Commonwealth if adopted by the Customs authorities as a means of identifying Chinese. Many prisoners had benefited the Discharged Prisoners Aid Society and the influence of chaplains and lady visitors. The Salvation Army had been especially useful in this direction. The total number of admissions during the year (exclusive of transfers) was 6,619, of whom 5 208 were males and 1411 females, and the number of distinct prisoners 6,396   of whom 5,353 were males and 1,043 females.     Of the prisoners admitted more than once, the percentage was 18.64 for males and   26.50 for females, and of the 8,510 persons  dealt with during the year, 94 per cent were able to read and write. The gross cost   for maintenance and control and stores purchased on account of the manufactures at Pentridge for penal purposes only was £49 845 as against £52,437 in 1902. The   cash earnings of prisoners last year amounted to £4,578 or £4/8/2 a head, reducing the annual cost of each prisoner to £43/11/4. For offences against discipline 567 prisoners were punished and there were three assaults on officers and seven on fellow prisoners.
The report was laid on the table of the Legislative Assembly yesterday.
The Argus 26 Sep 1904

Mr. C E Connor, inspector general of penal establishments, on Saturday inquired   into a charge of assault preferred against one of the warders it the Ballarat Gaol. It transpired that a woman visited the gaol and attempted to enter by the front gate and the warder, deeming it a breach of the regulations forced her back. Mr. Connor  considered that there was nothing in the complaint and dismissed the charge. 

The Argus 1 Nov 1904

THE MELBOURNE GAOL.
PROPOSED CLOSING.
A week ago the Premier (Mr. Bent) announced that he was considering the question of closing the Melbourne Gaol. Asked yesterday what view the Penal department took of the proposal, Mr. Connor the inspector general said there was no objection to it if other suitable accommodation for  the floating population of the gaol were provided. He points out that Pentridge is a penal establishment with a comparatively settled population engaged in industrial pursuits. The prisoners are transferred to   Pentridge from other prisons each of which is provided with a reception block through which prisoners pass before being placed in the gaol proper. At the Melbourne Gaol for instance, a prisoner when admitted is first passed into the court yard, where his committal warrant is read to him. He is then passed in turn through the waiting   room, the description room, the searching room and the bath room. All these stages   are considered necessary. Pentridge how ever, is lacking in provision for all of them. There is no accommodation at Pentridge for   persons remanded or awaiting trial.     Sheriffs' prisoners, debtors, persons sent to gaol for observation as to mental condition  and others detained during the Governor's     pleasure would also have to be provided for.    
Pentridge is five miles from the General Post Office, and the police escort duty would   be considerably affected by the removal of the receiving gaol from the city. Legal gentlemen preparing defences for their clients would have to go five miles to do so. Before the functions of a metropolitan receiving prison could be grafted on to the   Pentridge system it would be absolutely necessary to build a receiving prison or block there.  
SMH 28 Dec 1904

TREATING PRISONERS IN REFORMATORIES.
Under section 333 of the Crimes Act, 1890, power is given to transfer persons under l8   years of ago convicted of criminal offences from gaols to reformatories. Under this section, 36 male and one female prisoners were transferred during the period covered by the   last annual report of the Inspector-General of Penal Establishments. Mr. Connor adds that   from inquiries recently made as to the sub- sequent careers of the prisoners so transferred, it was evident that this provision of the law was yielding satisfactory results. Of the  45 transferred during the previous three years 39 had since been merged into the general population, and 25 of these were known to   be doing well in the States and elsewhere. The  inspector-General urges that it would be advisable to extend the age from l8 to 21   years.   

Morwell Advertiser 10 Feb 1905

In a case reported from Bendigo on Wednesday it appeared that a man sought permission to marry a woman undergoing sentence of six months in gaol for larceny, who was then on her trial for perjury. The inspector general of penal establishments (Mr. Connor) was advised by telegram from a clergy man that the man wished to marry the woman. He replied that, as far as he was concerned, the marriage might take place while the woman was in the custody of the Court, provided the police had no objection. As the woman was under trial for having previously sworn that the man was her husband, the police objected to the marriage. The woman had another month added to her sentence for perjury.

The Argus 24 Feb 1905

Applications have been invited by the Public Service Commissioner (Mr. Topp) for various positions in the general division of the public service. Included in the list are six penal warders and the inspector general of penal establishments (Mr. E. C. Connor) is it present engaged in submitting the candidates to a preliminary examination   of fitness. Mr. Connor dealt with some of the applicants at Beechworth on Wednesday. He had a large batch before him yesterday in Melbourne and, incidental to his tour of inspection to Bendigo and Ballarat, he will see more candidates at those places within the next few days. Between  eighty and one hundred young men have applied for the six positions.   

The Argus 4 Apr 1905

Complaints continue to be made by the warders at Pentridge that reasonable facilities are not given to them to exchange duties with each other in order to allow  them to attend rifle practice, lodge meetings, or urgent private business. Dealing   with these yesterday, the inspector-general of penal establishments (Mr. Connor) said that the direct responsibility on these matters rested with the Governor of Pentridge, who was at liberty, as far as was consistent   with discipline, to sanction changes in the staff. At the same time he could not help thinking that the warders failed to recognise that their first duty was to their employer. Changes were frequently allowed. There were 11 members of the military forces, and they were given facilities for   attendance at camps and drills. A rifle   club had recently been established at Co   burg, and some of the men belonged to that. There would be some difficulty in allowing warders to change duties almost as   a matter of right to attend rifle practice. Two officers in Pentridge were set aside for the allotment of duties, and if the timetable was continually being upset, the   management of the prison would be impossible. Finally, Mr. Connor added, a great many of the changes applied for could not  be granted because they would frequently involve the "placing of the round man in the square hole."  

The Argus 20 Apr 1905

COUNTRY REQUIREMENTS.
MINISTERS' BUSY DAY.  A HOST OF DEPUTATIONS.
For some time past the Maryborough Gaol has been practically closed, no one but   "14 days' " men being detained in it. Last  week, a communication reached Mr. Bent  that a deputation wished to interview him with a suggestion as to how this gaol could be utilised. Mr. Bent was looking for suggestions of that kind, and he readily agreed to receive the deputation. Sir Samuel Gillott was also believed to entertain the idea of closing some other gaols, and he, too, was delighted at the prospect of receiving a suggestion as to how Maryborough could be disposed of. The secret of the deputation was well kept. Mr. Connor, the inspector general of penal establishments, was asked if he had any idea as to what the Maryborough deputation had in view. He had not. "Unless," he added, "they wish to turn it into an inebriate retreat." The fact was revealed yesterday, however, that the deputation had no thoughts of advocating anything in connection with the closed gaol, except that it should be opened again. Sir Samuel Gillott doffed the cloak of diplomacy that sits upon him so well, and told the deputation that he would not open the gaol. On the contrary, it was possible that other gaols would have to be closed, as the number of criminals was decreasing. Mr. Bent   was present, and he interjected something   about the "Castlemaine Club," where there   was one warder to every five prisoners. The Premier added that he intended selling the Melbourne Gaol "right off," and the 286 men incarcerated there would be sent to swell the daily average of the warders' care elsewhere. The deputation withdrew, and Ministers are still open to receive suggestions as to what should be done with the Maryborough Gaol.

The Argus 5 Aug 1905

TAXING MASTER. CHARGE AGAINST MR. McANULTY.  HIS PECULIAR POSITION.
An inquiry was held yesterday by a board,   consisting of Messrs J. A. Panton, P. M.,       T. W. Gaggin (accountant to the Treasury) and E. C. Connor (inspector-general of penal establishments) into a charge laid against Paul Anthony McAnulty by Mr. M. Byrne, the secretary of the Crown Law department.    ........................................................
SMH 5 Aug 1905

VICTORIA.
TAXING MASTER SQUABBLE. AN AMUSING EPISODE.
MELBOURNE, Friday.  
A board, consisting of Messrs. Panton,- P.M., T. W. Gaggin, accountant to the Treasury, and E. C. Connor, Inspector-General of Penal Establishments, held an inquiry to-day into a charge laid against Mr. Paul A. McAnulty by Mr. M. Byrne, secretary of the Crown Law Department. The charge was that McAnulty had been guilty of improper conduct in not complying with the order of the permanent head of the department to hand over the documents relating to his office to Mr. Phil- lips, taxing officer, and to report himself to the Crown Solicitor for duty. The point involved was a contention by McAnulty that under the peculiar terms of his appointment as taxing officer, he could not legally be relieved of his duties by the recent appointment of Mr. Phillips as taxing master. While the inquiry was proceeding, McAnulty entered the room in a casual manner, and was asked by Mr. Panton, "Why did you not put in an appearance at the proper time?"
"To whom are you speaking?" responded Mr. McAnulty, in a dignified manner.
Mr. Panton: "I am addressing you, because we have been called upon to deal with a charge-"
Mr. McAnulty: "Oh, that is against P. A. McAnulty. I am not here as McAnulty, but as taxing master of the Supreme Court."
Mr. Panton: "We have been asked to deal with a charge against one McAnulty. Are you here?" 
Mr. McAnulty (laughing): "That is a portion of me. It is a technical point. , I am here as taxing master, and as taxing master I presume I may retire."
Mr. McAnulty thereupon left the room.
The board heard the evidence of Mr. Maurice M. Phillips concerning his appointment as taxing master, and the refusal of Mr. McAnulty to recognise the appointment. This concluded the evidence. The board will prepare its report for the Public Service Commissioner.
The Argus 27 Apr 1906

Mr. Connor, the inspector general of   penal establishments, will visit Ballarat in   a few days top inquire into the circumstances surrounding the escape of the prisoner  James Roberts from the Ballarat Gaol. Roberts complains of pains in the back but otherwise he appears to be recovering from the effects of his fall. 

The Argus 16 Jul 1906

"THE PRISONER'S PROGRESS."'
CONVICT'S ASPIRATIONS BLOCKED.  
During the last visit of the inspector-general of penal establishments (Mr. Connor) to     Pentridge Prison, a long sentence prisoner, who has served a number of terms of imprisonment previously, approached him and requested to be relieved of the laborious monotony of the stone-yard, in order that he might engage in literary work. Accustomed to applications of the sort from prisoners who imagine that writing is easier   work than breaking stones, Mr. Connor asked for further particulars.        
"I intend," explained the prisoner, "to write a work, to be entitled 'The Prisoner's     Progress,' constructed on the lines of  'The Pilgrim's Progress.' My idea is to tell the story of a prisoner from his birth, until the   time when he sees himself disgraced and de     graded, standing with a yawning grave before him and a wasted life behind him. It will be founded on fact; I intend to draw   upon my own experiences, and those of my  fellow convicts, whose sad histories I know, to make a telling, life-like novel, which should be of immense benefit to society in warning the youth of the community from  evil courses."  
Mr. Connor glanced at the large heaps of   bluestone boulders waiting to be turned into     spalls of commercial value, and shook his head. "I think you would be more usefully   employed in the stone-yard," he replied.  "I can't grant your request."    
"There is the historic precedent of Bunyan himself," pleaded the prisoner. "In   the so-called dark ages, when criminological science was in its infancy, he was allowed to       turn out 'The Pilgrim's Progress.' Is our proud civilisation of today to deny the same   boon to one with the interests of his fellows at heart?"
"Get on to those rocks," ordered Mr. Connor.
"Very well sir," answered the prisoner respectfully. "But I'd like you to ask yourself what the world would think had John Bunyan's gaoler forced him to knap metal  when he wanted to write 'The Pilgrim's  Progress'?"  And, picking up his hammer, the prisoner recommenced his work, striking viciously at the rocks, as if they represented, to his imagination, the system which denied him an opportunity of fame.
The Argus 21 Jul 1906

During the debate on the repeal of separate representation, much was heard about official influence being exerted, but, not withstanding that the worst piece of official influence on record took place only a day or two previously, not one voice was raised in protest. It is bad enough when influence is directed towards   advancing the interests of somebody, but how many times worse is it when it takes the form of stultifying laudable ambitions and checking energy and enterprise as in the case at Pentridge, when Mr. Connor the inspector of prisons refused an aspiring literary man permission to write a novel "The Prisoners Progress" ?  
Though the prospective author quoted the precedent of John Bunyan, he was ordered back to his pile of stones with a heartlessness which compares with the worst days     of Port Arthur and Eaglehawk Neck.   Pentridge offers peculiar facilities for the development of the distinctively Australian art advocated so ably by Mr. Johnny Ford Paterson. The artists are in no   danger of contamination by foreign influence and they have opportunities for pure contemplation denied to the artist "outside." In the face of this rare chance   for the development of a great school of painting and literature, those who would  devote their attention to them are kept working on the stone. The authorities seem to think that every body should be a sculptor.
Coburg Leader 13 Oct 1906

With a view to converting Pentridge from what he termed a "club" into a self-supporting institution, the Premier   (Mr. Bent) recently put forward some proposals for turning prison labour to useful account. The inspector-general   of penal establishments (Mr. Connor)   has forwarded a report on the subject to the Premier. Mr. Connor states that in June it was ascertained that 121   prisoners were deemed suitable for outside employment on public works. A suggestion of Mr. Watt. M.L.A., that prisoners might be employed making   bags was regarded as excellent from an industrial standpoint ; but Mr. Connor   pointed out that the demand for bags   by the public departments was almost infinitesimal. Regarding the manufacture of wire-netting, he commented on the fact that private enterprise had not, so far, been tempted into the industry   to any extent, and the imported article was so cheap that, in the opinion of the   officers of the Public Works department, it could be obtained for little more than it would cost to galvanise that which it was proposed to make in the gaols.   Mr. Connor concluded by contending that the State should avail itself of the products of prison labour to a much a larger extent. In New South Wales considerably more was done in this respect, and wherever possible the store supply and tender board of that state ordered supplies from prison before drawing on private contractors. The   report concluded with the contention that the Railway department alone could take all the matting, brushware, and railway blanketing that the prisons   could turn out, and, if the orders   generally were increased, much labour   now classed as unskilled could be applied   to remunerative trades.   

The Argus 20 Dec 1906

MELBOURNE GAOL.   MR. TOM MANN'S ASSERTIONS  
"Not for a moment do I presume to say that the accommodation at the Melbourne Gaol is as luxurious as that provided at   Menzies Hotel" said Mr. E C Conner inspector- general of gaols, drily when confronted with the statements of Mr. Tom Mann, at the Town-hall on Tuesday evening, concerning the food given to prisoners at the gaol and their treatment. "Nevertheless prisoners fare very well and under the circumstances their food is all that can  be desired. Of course, these socialists must   find something to say in order to maintain their self-advertisement, and it matters not  that their complaints are groundless. As regards improper ventilation, I admit the gaol is certainly not a modern one, but this complaint, like all the others, is exaggerated.   I see that Mr. Mann had something to say  concerning the sanitary arrangements, but  his utterance is quite disproved by the health statistics of the gaol. Of course, the  institution is very similar to a public hospital, as many of the prisoners who come there for short sentences are in need of  medical attendance the moment they enter the gaol."  
The Argus 21 Dec 1906

MELBOURNE GAOL CONDITIONS
Sir, I ask permission to reply to the   statements of the inspector-general of gaols Mr. E.C. Conner and to those of Mr. Meagher, the governor of the gaol, which   appear in "The Argus" of today.  
In commenting upon the food and the conditions under which it is served in the gaol, I stated on Monday night at the Town-Hall that I did so not to complain as to any personal treatment but to explain the actually   prevalent conditions, and "the Argus" so reported me.  [most of this article is unreadable]

The Argus 10 Jan 1907

GAOL BEFORE RELATIONS.
A PRISONER'S CHOICE
Under the Victorian criminal law, a long- sentence prisoner who has served at least  two years may be released, conditionally on his leaving the Commonwealth and an undertaking being entered into by certain reputable persons that he will not return. A few days ago the inspector-general of penal establishments (Mr. Connor) revealed a letter from a gentleman in the United States, asking that his brother, who is now serving a long sentence for burglary, might be given the advantage of such a provision. The writer offered to forward the cost of the prisoner's passage to America, together with the money necessary for incidental expenses, and added that he would make every endeavour to secure honest work for the prodigal on his return.
Considering the circumstances of the case,  Mr. Connor did not regard the case as one in which such clemency would be extended;   but, in accordance with the regulations he brought the letter under the notice of the prisoner in question. The man glanced at it, smiled cynically, and shook his head. "I  guess not," he remarked. "You can thank him for me, but I am not taking any. When it comes to choosing between gaol and relations, give me gaol every time."  
Such an absence of sentiment is not common to all prisoners. Some time back a man was convicted of assault and robbery under peculiarly brutal circumstances, and   was sent to gaol for five years with several   floggings. After a time, Mr. Connor ascertained that he was a member of one of the oldest and most aristocratic families in England and subsequently the prisoner was deeply affected to receive by every mail a letter from home, addressed -
"The Honorable -------, Pentridge Prison, Melbourne, Australia " 

Traralgon Record 10 Dec 1907

THE LOST MEMORY CASE, --------- A SIMILAR LAPSE IN JULY LAST. According to the Inspector-General of Prisons, Mr. Connor, the present is not the first occasion upon which Frederick William Hunt who was found at Bairnsdale, has been afflicted with loss of memory. From 9th July to 20th August of the present year he was in the Geelong gaol, and during that period be insistently held that he was in the Naval Hospital at Ports mouth. He addressed the governor of the gaol as "Captain," and appeared to be under the impression that he himself was a naval lieutenant. He said he had once been in Victoria in H.M.S. Wolverine, and used to go ashore at a place called Port Melbourne on Sundays to a little Catholic church. While in Geelong gaol he wrote a letter, which he addressed to Commodore Erskine, stating that he needed a uniform and a sea chest. When confronted with his wife he regarded her as a stranger, but he ultimately recovered his memory and went away with his wife. He was in the gaol on a formal charge from 9th July till 20th August, and was remanded from week to week until he recovered.
The Argus 24 Apr 1908

DISCIPLINE AT PENTRIDGE. COMPLAINTS AGAINST WARDER INVESTIGATED.
A NOVEL CONNECTING LINK.
An inquiry concerning complaints against Warder Frances E Watson was held at Pentridge Gaol yesterday by a board consisting of Mr. P Cohen, P M (chairman) Mr. E T Drake (Government statist) and Mr. W. H Gregson (Lands department)..........[much text omitted] .

Mr. Manchester said that the whole case had arisen out of newspaper statements. Mr.   Connor inspector general of penal establishments had been reported to have said   that the department was trying to find out  what warder had left the swag where it was found. Subsequently Mr. Connor had denied having made that statement. Nevertheless someone had had to be found and the choice had fallen on Watson because his handwriting appeared to resemble that of the letters more than did that of any of the other warders. The only other evidence against him was that of a prisoner who was notorious, and certainly not to be trusted
Mr. Cohen, P M - The board will consider -the evidence, and frame a report.
The Argus 8 Jul 1908

VICTORIAN PRISONS.  INSPECTOR-GENERATES REPORT.
The annual report of the inspector-general of penal establishments and gaols, submitted by Mr. Connor, was laid upon the table of the Legislative Assembly yesterday. In this   statement, the inspector-general points out that during 1907 there was a still further decrease in the number of prisoners in the custody of the department, the daily average of prison population being 814, as against 1,007 in the year 1906. The proportion of prisoners to the estimated general population has, Mr. Connor shows, decreased during the last 10 years, from one prisoner in 613 lo one in 1,376 inhabitants. Among female prisoners only the decrease has been still more marked, as the daily average of such gaol inmates was 350 in 1906, while only 88 in 1907. "The result of the treatment of prisoners in the special division at Pentridge Gaol, and the female prison, Coburg, have," adds the report, "again been very satisfactory. Of 115 prisoners discharged to freedom from the special divisions at Pentridge in 1905, only l8, or a little over 15 per cent., had been convicted again up to the end of 1907. While it is not claimed that all those who did not re- turn to gaol are reformed, it is fair to assume that the majority are leading honest lives as a result of the measures adopted in the prisons for their reformation." Mr. Con- nor thinks that under the beneficent pro- visions of the Children's Court Act 1906, the number of juvenile offenders committed to prison should be greatly reduced. He ex- presses the opinion that gaol should not be made the haven for anyone whose only fault is destitution, and says that when such cases occur, no time is lost in drawing attention to them, with a view to securing a transfer to one of the charitable institutions.
The new Indeterminate Sentences Act, which, came into force this month, will Mr. Connor declares, place Victorian penal legislation in advance of that of other parts of the world. "Its success and usefulness,"  he adds, "will largely depend on the adequacy and efficiency of the machinery for giving effect to its provisions." Referring to the manufacture of wire-netting at Pent- ridge, the report states that the occupation is a very welcome addition to the prison industries, providing employment for from 30 to 35 able-bodied prisoners. The men in the factory, it adds, appear to take an interest in their occupation, and to work with a will. Preparations are now being made to increase the machinery by the addition   of four new weaving machines and a second galvanising plant. The flax-making operations have now been resumed, and during the year under review the orders from the various state departments kept the woollen factory working to its fullest capacity. Many other trades were also in operation. Of 161 mechanics and skilled workmen at Pent- ridge at the beginning of the year, 118 had acquired their knowledge of the trades in prison.
Mr. Connor refers in appreciative terms to the work carried out by the Victorian Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society, the Salvation Army, and the Melbourne Total Abstinence Society. He explains that between October 1, 1907, and April 30, 1908, sentence was suspended upon 1,668 persons charged with drunkenness, on condition that they signed the pledge and reported themselves periodically. Of these, 310 appeared before the court again as having broken their promises of sobriety. The inspector-general suggests that if the fullest and best results are to be obtained from such a system, a period in some suitable labour colony should follow immediately after the signing of the pledge.
The total number of admissions (not necessarily separate persons) to the penal establishments in 1907 was 5,348 males and 1,476 females. The percentage admitted more than once was 21.09 among the males and 34.74 among the females. The total cost of the penal establishments of Victoria was £50,535, and the cash comings of prisoners were £5,543. The cost of each prisoner to the state was £49._
The Argus 23 Oct 1908

MR. G. READ MURPHY. P.M.  BOARD OF INQUIRY. EVIDENCE CONCLUDED.
The board appointed to inquire into charges of misconduct preferred by the Crown Law department against Mr. G Read Murphy police magistrate, which arose out of his adjudication in noxious weed cases at the Leongatha Court on May 19, June 16 and 20 concluded its sittings in public yesterday. Mr. W Dickson P M (secretary for Mines) pre- sided and the other members of the board were Messrs E C Connor (inspector-general of Penal establishments), and Mr. C N. Hake (chief inspector of explosives). Mr. Pigott (instructed by Mr. Penne father of the Crown solicitor's office) appeared on behalf of the department and Mr. Murphy was represented by Messrs Bryant and Lewers (instructed by Messrs Fink, Best, and Hall). [detailed evidence omitted]
Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Edward Charles Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1909

	State:
	Victoria

	District:
	Balaclava

	Subdistrict:
	Sandringham

	Address:
	Bamfield street, Sandringham

	Occupation:
	public servant

	Residing with:
	Elizabeth Marion Connor (hd), Blanche Annie Connor (hd), Hugh Neville Connor (engineer), Basil Percy Connor (clerk), Dorothy Connor (hd)


The Argus 19 Jan 1909

THREE PRISONERS ESCAPE.! FLIMSY LOCKS AND BARS. WARDER'S SLEEPING TIME.
CASTLEMAINE, Monday.- The police were notified early this morning that three prisoners had escaped from the Castlemaine gaol, which was recently converted into a reformatory prison.  There were six prisoners in the gaol on Sunday, and they were all locked up in their  cells at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The warder, on going his usual round at 8 o'clock, saw that all the men were safely locked up, but at a quarter to 7 this morning three of the cells were found to be empty, and the doors open. There are only two warders at the gaol, and the one on night duly is allowed certain hours for sleep, and it was during this period that the men would most likely escape.  The missing men entered the gaol at separate dates in November, and had behaved in a most exemplary manner, being, good and very willing workers. They are natives of Gippsland, and are single men. The names and particulars are:
Joseph Brown, labourer, aged 20, sentenced by Judge Moule, at Benalla, on November 11 on a charge of forgery. He is 5ft. 6 1/2in. high, has fresh complexion, black hair, and brown eyes.
Henry Edwin Meakin, labourer, aged 25, sentenced by Judge Moule, at Benalla, on November 11. on four charges of shop breaking. He is 5ft. 10 3/4in. high, has brown hair, fresh complexion, and grey eyes.
Harrison Goodhind, bicycle-fitter, aged 18, sentenced by Judge Hood, at the Melbourne Criminal Court, on November 21. on charges of shop breaking, forging, and uttering. He is 5ft. 8in. high, slight build, has fresh complexion, fair hair, and light blue eyes.
The escape was cleverly and carefully planned. Brown was employed as cook,   and the other two were cleaners, consequently they had a fair amount of liberty, and were in a position to make a thorough study of the means of escape. They loosened the screws on the trap-door of   Brown's cell, and on Sunday night, by using a little force, Brown pushed the trap- door back, and with a piece of wire he had become possessed of he picked the lock. Thus gaining access to the corridor, he picked the locks of the other two cells. The three men then unscrewed a long iron bar from the gallows, and with it forced open the iron cage leading to the yard. This cage is very flimsy. Once in the yard, they picked the lock of the storeroom and secured their clothing, also taking a pair of slippers each. They then climbed on to the roof of the storeroom, which ad joins the wall of the governor's residence. They walked along this wall, climbed down on to the governor's residence, and escaped into the street, leaving behind them the slippers and several stout hand-brushes, which they had brought from the storeroom for defence purposes.
The inspector-general (Mr. Connor) arrived in the afternoon, and held an inquiry. From the particulars placed before him, and after examining the flimsy cage and obsolete locks, he arrived at the conclusion that no blame attached to any of the officials. Mr. Connor returned to Melbourne in the evening.
The Argus 19 Apr 1909

PENTRIDGE INDUSTRIES.
MANUFACTURING WIRE NETTING.
WHY THE WORKS WERE STOPPED.    
Both the inspector-general of penal establishments (Mr. Connor) and the acting secretary for Public Works (Mr. Cullen) on Saturday commented on the statement in "The Argus" that the wire netting works at Pentridge Gaol had been stopped for some time, that the valuable machinery was rusting through inaction, and that the prisoners who had been employed on the manufacture of the netting there had long since been placed on other work at "the farm."
The inspector-general said he understood   that the work had been stopped towards the end of last year because the supply of spelter had run short, and though he had applied to the Public Works department for more spelter, none had been provided. The machinery, however, was not rusting, the services of the expert secured to supervise the work had been retained, and he was still looking after the plant. The prisoners who had been trained   to use the machinery had not, as was suggested in "The Argus," been distributed   throughout the other industries at the gaol, but they were being kept together on some special work, pending the restarting of the wire netting manufacturing.
The acting-secretary for Public Works said that the Government had decided to stop the production of netting temporarily until the 250 miles of the article which had   accumulated could be sold. A particularly good netting was manufactured at Pentridge. It was probably the best made in Australia, and it cost £35 a mile to produce. Though the article was acknowledged to be worth that amount, people   seemed to prefer a cheaper and lighter net- ting, such as the Government was obtaining to sell to farmers, through the municipalities, at £22 a mile. Tenders had been called for the purchase of 250 miles of Pentridge netting, and when these had been received he understood that the work at the gaol would be restarted. It might be necessary, however, for the Government to decide whether a cheaper and lighter kind of netting should not be made in future. The question of spelter had no- thing to do with the stopping of the work, as a plentiful supply of that article could be obtained at a moment's notice.
It is singular that the heads of   two departments, whose offices are within a few yards of, each other, should, have such different views regarding, the reason which has led to the stopping of the wire netting manufacturing at Pentridge.
The Argus 12 May 1909

TROUBLE AT PENTRIDGE.  OVERSEER CHARGED    
Messrs. P. Cohen (chairman), H. Wade, and T.   Roche, sitting as a special board of inquiry at the Pentridge Gaol yesterday, took further evidence as to the alleged inefficiency and disobedience of the late overseer of farms, Daniel Dwyer. Mr. Guy Madden represented the Crown; and Mr. D. Wanliss (instructed by Messrs. Courtney and Dunn) appeared for Dwyer.
In cross-examination, Michael Cody, governor of Pentridge, stated that he had recommended Dwyer as worthy of receiving promotion a few days prior to the latter's suspension on the present charges. He had done so merely as a matter of form. His report to the Inspector-general of penal establishments (Mr. E. C. Connor), to the effect that Dwyer had neglected to carry out instructions with regard to working certain land, was untrue. Other statements in the same memorandum may have been wrongly construed. His meaning differed from the construction that may have been put on it.
Mr. Cohen.-It is an indefinite memorandum. Mr. Cody does not appear to have meant what he said.
Mr. Joseph Knight, expert to the Agricultural department, gave evidence as to his suggestions to Dwyer in relation to the working of the flax industry. He considered the industry had been a failure solely owing to the stubbornness of the overseer in refusing to follow his instructions. He did not consider Dwyer a competent man to manage the growing and working of flax, but he blamed the system which appointed such men to positions in the gaol.      The inquiry was adjourned at this stage till this morning.    

The Horsham Times 1 Jun 1909

Convict King as Inventor. William King, the negro convict, who by direction of the Premier has been furnished with paper, pencils and other drawing materials so that he may prepare plans for a flying ma chine, has previously tried his hand at inventions, which, however, have not been taken seriously. When King was serving a previous sentence at Pentridge he was permitted by the Inspector-General (Mr. Connor) to prepare plans for a flying machine. Mr. Connor forwarded the drawings to the Public Works Department and asked that expert officers should say whether there was anything in them that was worthy of attention. A reply was received that the ideas of the convict were impracticable. King al so made drawings for a diving apparatus and for a " burglar alarm," or " burglar catcher," as he called it. Regarding this latter invention a leading officer of the Penal Department remarked on Saturday drily, "that owing to the design not having been patented and adopted King himself was able to enter a dwelling in South Yarra, and as a con sequence was in Pentridge again." King, who is working in the tailoring branch at Pentridge, expressed a preference for the cookery branch, but the department is not disposed to transfer him.
The Argus 23 Jun 1909

PENTRIDGE GAOL FARM.
EXPERT'S INVESTIGATIONS.
The Premier (Mr. Murray) has received a report regarding the Pentridge Gaol farm from Mr. A. Morrison, farm bailiff at the Kew Lunatic Asylum. Mr. Morrison was instructed to examine the place on ac- count of the extraordinary statements regarding the farm and the stock kept on it which were made during a recent inquiry at Pentridge.  
In his report, Mr. Morrison says that the farm and garden are in a fairly good condition and well advanced, with an already established irrigation system. They could, he considers, easily be made a most up-to date successful model paying concern. He says, however, that the garden needs a supply of manure, and the land requires to be thoroughly ripped up with the plough. "It seems certain," he adds, that the prison manual labour done is not capable of producing the highest results at the farm, or even reasonably good results. The farm appliances and tools are good enough. The stables are all that could be desired, but the five horses shown to me are not the class suitable or physically fit for general farm work. Two of them are weak and     worn out, and should be replaced. They are not worth feeding any longer. The piggery buildings are excellent-snug, roomy, and extensive-but the pigs, old and young, lack growth and strength. This, in my opinion, has been brought on by continuous semi-starvation. The food given them- boiled vegetables, such as cabbage, carrots, mangold, and pumpkins, with the surplus prison food -is quite insufficient, and can do no more than sustain them. Pollard, potatoes, milk, peas, or other fattening goods have been entirely excluded from the pigs' food. This appears all the more remarkable when it is seen that practically the whole of these productions, with the exception of pollard, could be grown on the ample land available, and with all the opportunities at hand."
Mr. Morrison recommends that two large boars at the farm should be disposed of immediately, and advises the breeding only of pure Berkshire pigs, as they are the most marketable and the easiest to feed. He points out how the management of the piggery could be improved, and says that, like the farm and garden, it requires only skill, ordinary care, and attention to make it a credit to the gaol and a source of substantial revenue.
The Premier says he agrees entirely with this report, and he has asked the inspector general of gaols (Mr. Connor) to give effect to Mr. Morrison's recommendations. Mr. Murray also intends to make important changes in the general management of the prison. 

The Argus 31 Aug 1909

PENTRIDGE PRISON. INQUIRY OPENED. SERIOUS STATEMENTS.
An inquiry into the administration of Pentridge stockade was begun yesterday at the Coburg Courthouse, before Mr. G C Morrison, public service commissioner. The inquiry was directed by the Chief Secretary under the Pubic Service Act, as the outcome of a recent public meeting. Mr. A. C Fair hall, of the Crown Law department, appeared to assist Mr. Morrison in the conduct of the inquiry. Mr. J P Brennan appeared     to represent the deputy governor (Mr. M J Cody) and several of the chief warders, and Mr. Wanliss appeared on behalf of a  committee of the warders.  
Mr. Fairhall, in showing the scope of the inquiry, said that the object was to make an investigation into the causes of the dissatisfaction known to exist at Pentridge, and, although in the course of the inquiry the evidence might point against certain individuals, at present that was not manifest. The dissatisfaction was unfortunately not of recent occurrence, for in 1904 a deputation waited on the then Chief Secretary (Sir Samuel Gillott) to ask for the alleviation of some of the causes of complaint. Those were still causes of complaint. Later   on there was an inquiry into the working of the farm at Pentridge, when grave matters were brought to light. They were partly the cause of the present inquiry. The question of exchanges of duty was largely a cause of the proceedings. Then there was the question of leave, the possibility of   granting the warders more "Sundays off", leave in special circumstances such as cases of bereavement, and annual leave. The security of the prison was a matter of consider  
able importance from the point of view of the public. Very startling statements would be made in evidence. It would be alleged   that the main gate was not sufficiently guarded. Near the gate, in a little safe room, the lock of which could be manipulated by a strong man were kept the keys     of the whole prison. They could be got at by any intruder from outside. A small wicket was cut into the big gate leading to the armoury and the fastenings of the wicket were of no great strength than the ordinary domestic fastenings. It was said that certain cells were insecure. One man would say that he could get out of a cell in a short space of time, and he held that a prisoner would be able to get out in a short space of time. It would be stated that contra band articles could be actually introduced into the cells. The outer walls could be climbed and articles passed to the prisoners in the cells. In certain of the divisions in   flammable tow was stored, to the danger of fire. Another element which tended to the insecurity of the prison was the existing   dissatisfaction among the warders. It was complained that the warders were unnecessarily exposed to the weather, and that there was a lack of sanitary conveniences at their posts. They had to wade through filth and water to reach their posts, owing to the condition of the paths leading from their   quarters. Conflicting orders were a source of dissatisfaction and they asked that they   should be allowed to sit down now and again and rest themselves when on patrol. The warders alleged that the conduct of the governor towards offenders was not what it ought to be. Apparently the governor had been harsh and inconsiderate in his treatment of the warders as regarded offences. The warders complained that the evidence of prisoners was used against them, and they   said that was utterly subversive of discipline. They had been kept two hours at a time waiting for the governor to attend an inquiry. It was alleged that the governor exhibited distrust of certain officers, that he superseded an officer by a junior for the performance of certain difficult work. The inference was that the senior officer was not to be trusted, and the thought rankled. A certain warder, it was slated, had been unduly favoured. Evidence would also be sub mitted to show that the industries at the prison could be better regulated. The system of classification was wrong. An excellent tailor, convicted for the first time, was sent down to the printing shop. His proper place was the tailoring shop, but only men convicted a second time were employed in the tailoring shop. Accordingly the man   wasted five years printing, and lost his pro per trade. The supervision exercised from   the head office, including the system of keeping accounts, would also be investigated. "I am afraid," concluded Mr. Fairhill, “that some of the evidence will arouse alarm. We are told that the chief penal establishment is insecure -that it is comparatively easy for an ex prisoner to get over the walls and communicate hand to hand, with prisoners   incarcerated there. "
Mr. Brennan applied for an adjournment for a week, in order that he might have time to discuss with his clients the points which had been detailed by Mr. Fairhall. Mr. Wanliss said that the committee of  warders for whom he appeared represented     practically the general staff, with one or two exceptions. He asked that the committee of warders should he allowed two days' leave to confer with him.
Mr. Connor (inspector general) -That can be arranged.
Mr. Wanliss expressed the hope that certain witnesses would be indemnified against any detriment to their departmental career arising from the evidence they might produce.
Mr. Morrison said that anything the wit nesses said at the inquiry would not weigh with him in regard to their prospects in the service. He did not think that Mr. Connor and Mr. Cody or anybody else would in any way lake umbrage at the evidence given by witnesses. So long as a witness spoke the truth, he need have no fear whatever.
The inquiry was then adjourned until half past 10 o'clock on Monday next.
The Argus 3 Sep 1909

In past years the Victorian Penal authorities have always estimated the cost of maintaining the State gaols, per head of prison population, by taking the whole expenditure under the penal vote, and dividing it by the daily average number of prisoners for the year, after deducting the cash actually received by the department for convicts' labour on goods manufactured in the   various gaols. In all but one of the other Australian States similar statistics have been prepared on a more liberal basis, and,     as a result, their figures have made it appear that the cost of maintenance of Victorian prisons is excessively heavy. In order that this unfair comparison may not continue, the Victorian inspector-general of  gaols (Mr. Connor) has this year followed   the practice of the majority of the other States in the compilation of his estimates of cost. In calculating the charge upon the   State represented by each prisoner, he has taken credit for cash, actually received and   paid into revenue, and also for the value of   the large amount of work done by the occupants of our gaols for other State departments without payment. This has reduced the average net cost to the State of each prisoner per year to £36/10/10. The   gross cost is estimated at £55/13/5. The   total yearly expenditure for the maintenance and control of prisoners, without   any deduction for receipts, is about £50,000 a year. In 1908 the figure was £49,603/19/11.

The Argus 13 Nov 1909

PENTRIDGE INQUIRY.
TAKING OF EVIDENCE CLOSED.
Mr. G C Morrison (State public service commissioner) yesterday continued the inquiry ordered by Government into the management of Pentridge Gaol.
Edward Charles Connor, inspector general of penal establishments called by Mr.   Fairhall, said that he visited Pentridge once a week (every Tuesday) and made a thorough inspection of all departments. Mr. Cody had to report to him any irregularity that might occur. The governor was also   responsible to him for the safe custody of the prisoners and he, on his part, was supposed to satisfy himself that the system of the prison ensured its security. He regarded the governor as being, so to speak,   his manager, and he looked to him to bring to his notice any matters of insecurity that he might detect.
Mr. Fairhall. -Mr. Cody being in charge of the establishment under your direction, have you been satisfied with his management? -Yes; he has proved a very capable and hard working officer-very industrious and capable.
Do you think that he has been considerate to the staff as far as you know? '-I  don't think that Mr. Cody has always been  considerate to the staff.
Do you mean that you know of certain   cases of inconsideration or a tendency to inconsiderate dealing generally? - Well I have noticed a recent case with regard to the bar on the wicket gate.  
Witness explained that this bar was an iron one put across the wicket of the main gate as additional security   by his orders, and since the opening of the present inquiry. He thought that it was advisable to add it to the existing defences of the prison because of the publicity that had been given to the strength   and movements of the night guard which prior to the inquiry was a matter only  known to the officers. The prisoners knew   nothing about it. When, however, outsiders were told that at a certain time the main gate would be left unguarded it was then incumbent to strengthen it. At the same time, -while he considered the criticisms as to the security of the main gate to be ill founded, there was a remote possibility of danger and so the bar was added. Where the governor's inconsideration had come in was that, while witness had ordered the bar to be put on, he had left it to the   governor to determine the hours of its employment and the latter had ordered its   use much more frequently than he would have done, thereby entailing additional work upon the warders who had to put it   on and undo it. Otherwise he had not   noticed inconsideration on the part of Mr. Cody. The latter had been ever ready to   carry out his instructions. Speaking gene rally, he had noticed no case of mismanagement at Pentridge and from his periodic inspection be could assert that the regulations were duly carried out. While no   dissatisfaction had ever been expressed to him in regard to conditions at Pentridge he had felt it in the atmosphere. Still, he had no knowledge of the cause of the un   rest and did not speak to the governor about it, neither did he take any steps to trace its origin. He had noticed nothing in the conduct of the governor to which he could attribute the unrest. He had always considered the staff to be a loyal one, but since that inquiry he had changed his opinion in regard to a few of the officers. He understood that the warders appointed   a committee to consider their alleged grievances and he considered that that commit tee had gone beyond the mandates of the warders in going about seeking for weak   nesses in the prison, with a view to making   charges against the management. He still considered the staff as a whole to be an efficient one. There was however a small percentage of inefficient men and with regard to such men he thought that the public service commission should be given power to remove them, upon a certificate from the inspector general as to their unsuitability. Speaking with reference to the alleged severity of the governor, witness said that in no case had Mr. Cody exceeded his powers of punishment.
To Mr. Brennan. -Witness had never had   occasion to bring a charge against the governor or any of the senior officers whom be thought were all very satisfactory officers. In fact his opinion of the management of Pentridge was that it compared very favourably with that of any other gaol.
This concluded the taking of evidence but Mr. Morrison announced that there was one matter in respect to which he wished to speak to the Premier and if the latter did not desire it to be raised the inquiry was at an end. Otherwise the Court stood adjourned until next Wednesday.  
The Argus 4 Dec 1909

PRISONER'S ESCAPE.  SIX MONTHS' EXTRA DETENTION.
CASTLEMAINE, Friday.-Henry Joseph Pernonie, the young man who escaped from the local reformatory prison on Wednesday, and was captured at Muckleford, was brought before Mr. B.J. Goldsmith, P.M.,   and Mr. S. Wham, J P, at the prison on Friday afternoon, and charged with having broken out of prison. He pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to six months' imprisonment. He will serve his term at Pentridge. Mr. Connor (inspector-general of penal establishments) visited the gaol on Thurs day, and after making inquiries, considered the incident was one likely to happen in any gaol of a similar description. He considered the staff was in no way to blame in the matter.

The Argus 22 Feb 1910

PENAL ADMINISTRATION
DEPUTY INSPECTOR-GENERAL. REORGANISING THE DEPARTMENT.
When Mr. E C Connor inspector general of penal establishments takes leave of absence next month prior to his retirement from the State public ser vice, it is understood that Mr. W   A Callaway, who as under secretary is permanent head of the Penal department, will be appointed to act as deputy inspector general for a month. Mr.   Callaway will inquire into the administration of the Penal department and endeavour to enforce any reforms which are considered advisable. He will direct his attention particularly to securing an improved system of organisation for the staffs at the different institutions and administration for the office.
It was suggested recently that Mr. Callaway might be given permanent control of   the penal branch by being appointed inspector general on an allowance while still retaining his position as under-secretary. This proposal, it is understood, will not be per severed with. It is announced that Mr. Callaway's appointment will terminate at the   end of one month. No decision has been arrived it regarding the selection of a permanent successor to Mr. Connor
The Argus 1 Mar 1910

Mr. E C Connor, inspector general of   prisons, retired from the public service yesterday. He commenced his official career as an assistant in the Industrial Reformatory School in 1864 and afterwards became superintendent of the Ballarat Reformatory  In 1891 he was appointed chief clerk in the Penal department. Twelve years later he was chosen in succession to Captain Evans as inspector general. The Premier (Mr. Murray) was Chief Secretary in 1903, and was the responsible Minister for Mr. Connor's appointment. Mr. Murray, as Chief  Secretary in bidding farewell to Mr. Connor yesterday, referred to the length and value of the services rendered by the retiring officer. Mr. W A Callaway the under   secretary, will act as deputy inspector- general. 

SMH 2 Mar 1910

Mr. E. C. Connor, Inspector-General of Prisons in Victoria, retired from the Public Service on Monday. He commenced his official career as an assistant in the Industrial Reformatory School in 1864, and in 1903 was chosen in succession to Captain Evans as Inspector-General.

The Argus 22 Mar 1910

Mr. E C Connor, late inspector general of penal establishments, was yesterday sworn in before Mr. Justice A'Beckett as a justice of the peace for all bailiwicks.

Victorian Government Gazette 23 Mar 1910

APPOINTMENTS - Magistrates

EDWARD CHARLES CONNOR, Bamfield Street, Sandringham, to Keep the Peace in the Central, Eastern, Midland, Northern, Southern and Western Bailiwicks of the State of Victoria.

The Argus 30 Mar 1910

It is believed that the State Ministry is seriously inclined to follow up the retrenchment practised in the Law department last year, in the face of considerable public protest, with a remarkable amalgamation of official positions in the Chief Secretary's department. Since Mr. E C Connor retired from the office of inspector general of penal establishments earlier in the year, the Under secretary (Mr. W A Callaway) has   been acting as deputy inspector general. When Mr. Callaway succeeded Mr. Connor it was understood that the arrangement was merely of a temporary character, but the Premier (Mr. Murray) seems to favour the idea of making Mr. Callaway permanently   inspector general, as well as under secretary. Mr. Murray says that the duties of the inspector general are not sufficiently onerous to require the attention of "a whole man," and he thinks that direct Ministerial supervision of the Penal department, through the under secretary, would prove more satisfactory than the system of control exercised in the past. If the new arrangement is carried out, it is stated that   Mr. Callaway will receive a small extra allowance of salary for undertaking this additional work. The salary usually attached to the office of inspector general of penal establishments is £800 a year.

The Argus 7 May 1910

Two new justices of the peace have been appointed for the Central Bailiwick, Mr. Connor, formerly of the   Penal department, and Mr. Thomas, of the Midland Bailiwick.

The Argus 23 May 1910

PROBLEM OF PENTRIDGE.  MR. MURRAY'S JIBE.
The Premier (Mr. Murray) says that the under-secretary (Mr. Callaway) is to continue to act as deputy inspector-general of penal establishments, for the present, at any rate. Mr. Callaway has had charge of the Penal department since the retirement of Mr. E. C. Connor from the position of inspector-general two or three months ago. Mr. Murray says that he can see very little need for an inspector-general at all, so long as there is a capable officer in charge of the Pentridge Gaol.

The Argus 30 Sep 1910

PRISONERS' AID SOCIETY.  REPLY TO CRITICISM.
The annual report of the Victorian Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society was presented to subscribers at the annual meeting yesterday. Judge Johnston  presided.......................
The motion for the adoption of the report and balance-sheet was seconded by Mr. R. Paterson governor of the Melbourne Gaol, and agreed to.
On the motion of Councillor Alexander McKinley (mayor of Malvern) the following were appointed office bearers for the ensuing year: -President Sir John Madden; vice presidents Judge Johnston, Mr. R. Murray Smith, and Mr. E. C. Connor.
The Argus 13 Dec 1910

CONTROL OF GAOLS: THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL
The under secretary (Mr. Callaway) is, at his own request, to be relieved at the end of this year of the duties appertaining to the office of inspector general of penal establishments, which he has been performing since the retirement of Mr. E.C. Connor from that position. The Premier (Mr. Murray) says he has not yet decided in whose hands to place the control of the Penal department next year. .........
The Argus 18 Sep 1911

CONNOR. —On the 17th September, at Sandringham, Edward Charles (late Inspector General Penal Department) beloved husband of Elizabeth M. Connor, in his 64th year. No flowers by request. Funeral private.  

Australia Death Index 1787-1985 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Edward Chas Connor

	Death Place:
	Barham, Victoria

	Age:
	63

	Father's Name:
	Connor Thos Jas

	Mother's Name:
	Peake Ann 

	Registration Year:
	1911

	Registration Place:
	Victoria

	Registration number:
	10871

	Estimated Birth Year:
	abt 1848


12 Oct 1911 Public Records Office Vic. Wills, Probate and Administration Records 1841-1925. File 121/433
Estate of Edward Charles Connor 

	Assets
	£
	s
	d
	Liabilities
	£
	s
	d

	All that piece of land having a frontage of 346ft 10in to Bamfield St, N Sandringham by depth of 150ft upon which is erected a brick/weaterboard house containing 10 rooms the residence of the testator, Valued for Land Tax at
	1475
	0
	0
	JC Hiscox Sandringham – money held for him
	3
	2
	0

	All that piece of land having a frontage of 100ft to Alicia St, Sandringham by a depth of 166 ft. Vacant. Valued for land tax at
	175
	0
	0
	LM Phelan Albert Park, clearing contract
	8
	0
	0

	All that piece of land having a frontage of 100ft to Alicia St, Sandringham by a depth of 166 ft. Vacant. Valued for land tax at
	175
	0
	0
	Dr Haase Sandringham, medical attendance
	8
	8
	0

	All that piece of land having a frontage of 200ft to Alicia St, Sandringham by a depth of 165 ft. Vacant. Valued for land tax at
	350
	0
	0
	Nurse Leonard, Hawthorn. Nursing
	2
	2
	0

	All that piece of land having a frontage of 111ft to Highfield Rd, Canterbury by a depth of 153 ft. Vacant. Valued for land tax at
	222
	0
	0
	Commissioner of taxes. Income tax pro rata
	3
	5
	11

	Furniture
	250
	4
	6
	NA Dalton. Architects fees
	3
	3
	6

	Silver watch and chain, silver watch and gold links
	9
	7
	6
	TAC Sayle Sandringham chemist
	
	11
	6

	Personal effects clothing etc
	15
	0
	0
	Sundry tradesmen
	2
	2
	9

	Money in hand
	3
	17
	1
	Rates on Highfield Rd
	
	8
	8

	BNSW Current account
	286
	14
	5
	Postage and incidentals
	2
	11
	0

	Savings Bank Melb on deposit
	286
	14
	5
	
	
	
	

	Interest thereon to 31 Aug 11
	1
	6
	8
	
	
	
	

	Sandringham Bowling Club 3 debentures at £
	3
	0
	0
	
	
	
	

	Canterbury bowling club 1 debenture
	5
	0
	0
	
	
	
	

	Sandringham Mechanic’s Institute 2 debentures
	5
	0
	0
	
	
	
	

	Interest on debentures
	
	6
	6
	
	
	
	

	Life Policy in AMP on life of deceased
	500
	0
	0
	
	
	
	

	Bonuses accrued thereon
	436
	12
	0
	
	
	
	

	Life Policy in the Equitable Life Insurance Soc
	654
	0
	0
	
	
	
	

	25 fully paid 1 shares in Mutual Store
	35
	12
	6
	
	
	
	

	Govt of Vic pension from 1/8/11 to death date
	25
	3
	7
	
	
	
	

	Refund on Railways half yearly ticket
	2
	7
	0
	Balance to EM Connor
	2210
	14
	10

	Total
	4917
	6
	2
	
	4917
	6
	2


The Argus 13 Oct 1911

WILLS AND ESTATES.
Edward Charles Connor, of Sandringham, retired   public servant, who died on September 17, left under a will dated April 14, 1881, real estate valued at £2,397 and personal property valued at £2,521 to his widow.

The Argus 24 Aug 1920

PENTRIDGE INQUIRY.  MR. FREEMAN GIVES EVIDENCE.
An Unpopular Office.
When the inquiry into the administration of Pentridge prison was resumed before the board consisting of Messrs W Dickson (chairman), W K Anderson, and P. Cohen, in the prison library yesterday, Mr. W. R. McDonald the governor of Pentridge continued his evidence. .....................

Mr. J. W. K. Freeman said that he was   inspector general of penal establishments   as well as sheriff of the State and Deputy   Marshal of the High Court. He visited the gaol about seven times in five weeks. He did not think that the inspector general should reside at Pentridge. He thought that the five additional warders recommended by him when reporting upon the   incidents of July 3 should be appointed at once. When he was appointed to the position of inspector general of penal establishments he received an extra £50 a year.   It was a position which was not sought after. When Mr. Galloway left it he was   pleased to relinquish the post and Mr. Connor, his successor retired before his   time and died of a broken heart.
Mr. Anderson -Well do you swear that he died of a broken heart' ? Mr. Freeman -I have been credibly informed that that was so. Captain Evans went out before his time. Mr. Brett was transferred to another department by the then Chief Secretary. Mr. Castieu and   Colonel Champ found the position most difficult, and Captain Price was murdered . Mr. Anderson -Was Captain Price an inspector-general?     Mr. Freeman-I think so.'   
The Argus 7 Jan 1925

CONNOR. —On the 4th January, 1925, at Dunottar, 21 Bridge street, Sandringham, Elizabeth Marion, widow or the late Edward Charles Connor, in her 77th year. 

The Argus 14 Sep 1926

CONNOR- On the 12th September (suddenly), at her residence, 21 Bridge street. Hampton, Blanche Annie, elder daughter of the late Edward Charles and Elizabeth Marion Connor   (Private interment.)    
Undated and unnamed paper cutting collected by Florence Marie Ferres, Edward’s sister.
The annual examination of the boys confined in the Jika Reformatory, recently held by Mr. [B]ain, State school inspector, speaks favourable for the attention and perseverance of the teacher, Mr. Connor, who has the satisfaction of receiving a very favourable report from the inspector. The teacher’s efforts have also been rewarded by a greater improvement on the previous year in the percentage of passes gained. This may be looked upon as remarkably good, considering the class of boys the school is composed of.
April 2012; Search of National Library Trove database for references to ‘Connor’ or ‘Conner’ in Tas, NSW and Vic newspapers between 1840 and 1954 by A. Connor

