ALLAN WILLIAM GOODERHAM CONNOR (1920-2004)
New South Wales, Australia, Unassisted Immigrant Passenger Lists, 1826-1922 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Wm Ed Ernest Conner

	Port of Departure:
	London

	Port of Arrival:
	Sydney, New South Wales

	Voyage Arrival Date:
	22 Apr 1920

	Vessel Name:
	Demosthenes


Gooderham family bible

Allan William Gooderham Connor born at Manly NSW on 27 Aug 1920, (4 months after the family landed in Sydney aboard the SS “Demosthenes”.)
Land Fit for Heroes pp16 1920-21

‘Bill, known as Capt. Connor is reported as calling at Thompsons with his English wife and two young children in a horse and sulky. They were searching for their block on a very hot summer day. Avril’s recollection is that Ernie and Lilian drove there in a motor bike and side car, with Lilian holding Allan (~6mths) and Newton (~17mths) sitting on a breadbox between her legs.

Land Fit for Heroes 1927

Photo of Newton, Allan and Avril Connor attending Bidgeemia school.

Land fit for heroes pp 60 20 Dec 1928

Allan Connor recited ‘Vitai Lampada’ at the Bidgeemia School concert at the Bidgeemia Hall, and performed in a song ‘Swanee River’ with three other children.

Lockhart Review 1 Jan 1935

CRICKET.

BIDGEEMIA RECRUITS v NORWOOD

NORWOOD.— First Innings 124

RECRUITS- -First Innings. 77

W. E. Connor, c and b Doherty 1
N. Connor, b J. McGrath – 3
A. Connor, not  out . .1
Second Innings - Five wickets for . 77
W. E. Connor, not out . 39
A. Connor, c T. McGrath b P.Wilson 2
Lockhart Review 29 Jan 1935

Yanco Agricultural High School will have three Lockhart boys on the roll this year, viz, Carl Shearer(son of Mr. A. Shearer), George Gollasch (son of Mr. W. Gollasch), and Allan Connor (2nd year), son of Capt. W. E. Connor, Bidgeemia.

SMH 28 Jan 1937

INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATIONS. YANCO AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL
Connor, Allan W., English B History B Maths I B Maths II B Elementary Science B Metalwork B Agricultural Botany B Agriculture I B
National Archives of Australia – Military Record

Name:
Alan William Gooderham Connor

Enlisted:
10 Nov 1940 at No 1 Rec. Centre, RAAF Melbourne.
No:
400898

DOB:
27-8-1920, Sydney NSW
Religion
C of E
Education:
Yanco Agricultural High School, Intermediate Cert.

Trade:
Clerk, Ledger Dept, Dalgety and Coy., Albury

Previous Military experience:
59th Bn (M) Albury  (18 mths)

Height: 5ft 11in. Weight: 149lbs. Complexion: fair. Eyes: hazel. Hair; fair. Linear scar right temple, linear scar thoracic, multi scars both knees.
Next of Kin (all):
William Edward Ernest Connor, ‘Crossingford’ via Rand NSW


Mrs. W.E. Connor, “Carmela Park”, East Albury, NSW


Doreen Mary Connor (883368 Sgt),Bridge Farm Cottage


Lichfield, Staffordshire, UK


Doreen Mary Connor. c/- “Montrose” Nether Beacon


Lichfield, Staffordshire, UK

D.M. Connor, c/41 Rockingham Road, Doncaster, Yorkshire UK.
Postings, Attachments, Appointments, Decorations etc:


10 Nov 1940
Appointed AC2

11 Nov 1940
No 2 I.T.S

17 Nov-2 Dec 1940
Prince Henry Hospital (casualty)

04 Jan 1941
No 2 Emb Depot, Bradfield Park

04 Jan 1941
Appointed L.A.C.

23 Jan 1941
Embarked Sydney

16 Feb 1941
Disembarked Canada. 

16 Feb 1941
No 3 Wireless School, Winnepeg Manitoba
04 Jul 1941 
awarded Wireless Badge

07 Jul 1941
2 B&GS Mossbank Canada (RCAF/29)

04 Aug 1941 
awarded Aircraft Gunners Badge

04 Aug 1941 
Appointed Sergeant

06 Aug 1941
No 1 Y Depot Halifax, Nova Scotia
20 Aug 1941
Embarked Canada

08 Sep 1941
Disembarked U.K.
08 Sep 1941
8 P.R.C. (R.A.F.)
29 Sep 1941
I.S.S.
09 Dec 1941
14 O.T.U., Cottermore, UK
10-20 Dec 1941
Holton UK (casualty)

04 Feb 1942
Appointed Flight Sergeant

28 May 1942
50 Squadron

09 Nov 1942
Raid over Hamburg resulting in crash landing on return to England (see debriefing note by AWGC)

12 Nov 1942
27 O.T.U.

04 Feb 1943
Appointed Warrant Officer 

05-21 May 1943
A.C.R.S. Brighton

15 Jun 1943
400898 Sgt. Alan William Gooderham Connor awarded Distinguished Flying Medal. Citation. “This airman has taken part in attacks on many of the most heavily defended targets in Germany. He also took part in the daylight raid on Le Creusot. In October 1942, during a daylight raid on Milan, the aircraft in which Sergeant Connor was flying was severely damaged by anti-aircraft fire. This airman, by his keenness, courage and determination has helped to set a high standard amongst his fellow wireless operators.”
Daily Advertiser 24 Jan 1941

DISTRICT NEWS

LOCKHART

Leading. Aircraftman W. G. Connor (son of Mr. W. E. Connor, Bidgeemia), has been spending leave from the Lindfleld camp with the rest of the family at 'Carilla,' East Albury. His brother, Newton, is also serving his country. Both boys are following in their father's footsteps.

Albury Banner 8 Aug 1941

Capt. N. E. Connor, ' Crossingford, 'via Rand, has been advised that his nephew, Lieut. George Connor, of the A.I.F. in the Middle East, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. S. N. Connor, of Roslyn avenue, Roseville, has been posted as wounded and missing. Capt. Connor has two sons serving with the fighting forces, Messrs. Alan . W. C. Connor, who is with the Air Force in Canada, and Newton G. Connor, who is in the R.A.E.  
The Argus and SMH 21 Oct 1942

AUSTRALIANS IN RAID ON LE CREUSOT
19 in One Squadron
LONDON, Tuesday, AAP.   At least 35 Australians took part in the big attack on the Schneider armament works at Le Creusot on Saturday. Nineteen were in one squadron, including Sqd-Ldr P. B. Moore, DFC, of Pyramid Hill, who led the formation to Le Creusot.  Others in this squadron were Pilots Sgts B. M. Howie, of Eden Hill, SA; L. G. Knight, of Camberwell; E. P. Heinrich, of NSW. Bomb-Aimer: Sgt P. M. Spafford, DFC, of Wayville, SA, Observers: Pit-Off J. A. Sears, DFC, of Kogarah, NSW; Pit-Off P. W. Rowling, of Horsham; Sgt D. Mcintosh, of NSW. Wireless Air gunners: Sgts D. A. Gurney, of Gulgong, NSW; G. B. Murtonga, of Mosman, NSW; A. W. G. Connor, of Albury, NSW; R. G. T. Kellow, of Newcastle, NSW; B. Sinnamon, of Melbourne; R. Hart, of Edinburgh; T. E. Done, of Berridale, NSW; K. M. D. Lyons, of Murgon, Q; L. H. Austin, of Elwood. Air Gunners: Sgts W. M. Mlilef, of Netherby; and L. H. Lawton, of Renmark, SA.
The squadron's motto is "From Defence to Attack." It was formed in 1916 to defend London against Zeppelins. It has won a reputation in this war for determined low-level attacks. Australians comprise more than a quarter of the squadron's air crews. Seven decorations were announced a fortnight ago, including DFC's to Pit-Off Sears and Sgt Spafford, and also to Flying-Officer R. C. Hay, of Malvern, who was not in the Le Creusot raid because he had been posted as bombing leader at group headquarters.
British War Cabinet has congratulated Bomber Command on the success of the raid. Vichy Radio says the number killed in the raid has risen to 57. Sixty houses were destroyed and 300 were damaged.
The Argus 16 Jun 1943

DFM's FOR 4 RAAF SERGEANTS
For the conspicuous part they played in air operations over Germany, Italy, and occupied territory, 4 RAAF sergeants have been granted   non-immediate awards of the Distinguished Flying Medal, Mr. Drakeford, Air Minister, announced yester day. Recipients were: Lindsay Hugh   Lawton, 26, of Renmark, SA; Allan William Gooderham Conner, 23, Albury, NSW; Robert George Thomas Kellow, 26, Newcastle, NSW; Frank Archibald Forster 32, Melbourne.
England and Wales Marriage Index 1915-2005 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Alan W G Connor

	Spouse Surname:
	Doreen Mary Laurence

	Date of Registration:
	Jul-Aug-Sep 1943 [1 Sep 1943]

	Registration district:
	Doncaster

	Inferred County:
	Yorkshire West Riding

	Volume Number:
	9c

	Page Number:
	1648


Daily Advertiser 15 Nov 1943

Captain W. E. Connor, of Crossingford, via Rand, has had an airgraph from his son, W/O W. G. Connor, DFM, stating that he was married recently to a Doncaster (Yorkshire) lass, Miss Lawrence, of the Air Force Auxiliary. He has been promoted to Pilot Officer. So, after three years of bombing, he has now a wife, a decoration and a commission. Notwithstanding his several crashlandings, and the 'pasting' that is always on the menu over 'Hun-land,' he writes that he is less nervous of it, than he is of meeting the King to receive his medal.

National Archives of Australia – Military Record

18 Jul 1943
Appointed Pilot Officer

29 Sep 1943
27 O.T.U.

29 Sep-2 Oct 1943
Leave

22-28 Nov 1943
Leave

06 Jan 1944
630 Squadron

11 Jan 1944
Lancaster Finishing School

18 Jan 1944
Appointed Flying Officer

16-20 Feb 1944
Leave

11-19 Apr 1944
Leave

28 May-5 Jun 1944
Leave

08 Jun 1944
27 O.T.U.

24-29 Jul 1944
Leave

09 Oct 1944
HQ(U) No 8 (PFF) Group, Oboe Controller Duties. [“Oboe” was a radio guidance system for bombing raids over Europe].
17 Oct 1944
400898 Flying Officer Alan William Gooderham Connor D.F.M. awarded Distinguished Flying Cross. Citation. “Flying Officer CONNOR has displayed outstanding skill and courage as a wireless operator during two tours of duty. On one occasion, when his aircraft was being engaged by heavy anti-aircraft fire, the rear gunner encountered difficulty with his oxygen supply. Without hesitation, Flying Officer CONNOR went to his assistance and managed to re-establish the supply. This officer has invariably displayed fine fighting spirit and has set a fine example to other members of his squadron.”
24-29 Jan 1945
Leave

6-16 Jun 1945
Leave

9 Jul - 6 Aug 1945
Leave

18 Jul 1945
Appointed Flt. Lieut.

07 Sep 1945
9 A.C.N.U. 11 P.D.& R.C

08 Sep 1945
Embarked U.K.

17 Oct 1945
Disembarked Melbourne

17 Oct 1945
1 P.D.

13 Dec 1945
Appointment Terminated

1939-45 Star, Aircrew Europe Star and Clasp, Defence Medal, War Medal 1939-45, Australia Service Medal 1939-45, Returned from Active Service Badge.

Daily Advertiser Wagga 22 Nov 1944
WITH THE FORCES

Many friends of Captain W. E. Connor and Mrs. Connor in the Bidgeemia-Urangeline district will offer congratulations to their son,F/Offlcer Alan W. G. Connor, D.F.M., upon the recent award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. Flying Officer Connor is the second son of Captain and Mrs. W.E Connor, of 'Crossingford,' and has participated in 54 bombing raids in the last four years, which he has spent in England. The citation accompanying the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross, states: 'Flying Officer Connor has displayed outstanding skill and courage as a wireless operator during two tours of operational duty. On one of these occasions, when his aircraft was being heavily engaged by anti-aircraft fire, the rear gunner encountered damage to his oxygen supply. Without hesitation, Flying Officer Connor went to his assistance and managed to re-establish the supply. This officer has invariably displayed fine fighting spirit and has set a fine example to the other members of his squadron.'

Daily Advertiser 7 Dec 1945

AIRMAN HOME

WELCOME AT CROSSINGFORD

Flight Lieutenant Alan W G. Connor, second son of Captain W. E. Connor of 'Crossing-ford,' Rand, is at present home with his father. He was with the R.A.A.F. for 5 1/2 years and won the D.F.M. and D.F C. He left England for Australia in September aboard the 'Strath-

eden.' which had 2000 airmen onboard and was expected to pickup a number of prisoners of war somewhere to the East. The many friends of the Connor family, especially the younger set will be pleased to learn of F/L Connor's success in operations and of the distinctions he has earned. He had his primary schooling at Bidgeemia not far from the homestead. This was followed by three years at Yanco Agricultural High School. Naturally the pupils of these schools would be deeply interested in the successes of F/L Connor. While in England F/L Connor married and has one son. Captain W. Connor's family has a long military history, the tradition of which is being maintained by the present generation. The elder son, Newton Connor was discharged from  the army in the present war as the result of a shell explosion  while the eldest daughter Avril was with the W.A.A.A.F., and the fourth member of the family, Valerie is nursing at Prince Alfred Hospital. Captain Connor's military training began in 1904,  and he was in charge of the Wagga Military Area prior to the Great War of 1914-18 in which he served overseas for four years. His father (and his fathers three brothers) were all in the same regiment, 'Soldiers Of The Queen" (Victoria). Mike  Connor, the A.B.C., comedian, once declared. 'A Connor likes a good fair fight'.

Captain Connor has many  friends in the Wagga district, made whilst he resided here, who will recall his association for four years with St. John's Choir during the rectorship of the late Canon Carver. The recorded history of the family of Connor has its roots deep in Irish history and the name crops up with many variations throughout the history of that country.

1946? Land fit for heroes pp 85-86

Welcome Home and Ball arranged in honour of the returned servicemen and women at Bidgeemia Hall. AWG Connor, NG Connor and AM Connor were presented with certificates of appreciation by the Bidgeemia Patriotic Committee and the Lockhart Shire.

Lockhart Review 12 Nov 1946

Capt. and Mrs. W. E. Connor, and most of the Connor family will be guests at the important ceremony, in Melbourne on Wednesday next, when decorations will be presented to soldiers and airmen by the Governor General, the Duke of Gloucester. Their son, Flt/Lt. Alan Connor will receive his D.F.C. medal, and it is interesting to note that he had his first medal, the D.F.M., presented to him by the King, at Buckingham Palace.

Daily Advertiser Wagga 11 Jun 1947

RAND BRIDE MARRIED IN SCHOOL CHAPEL

Four bridesmaids attended Miss Avril Connor, eldest daughter of Captain and Mrs. W. E. Connor, of 'Crossingford,' Rand, at her wedding to Mr. Harold Walcott at the Sydney Church of England Grammar School chapel. The bridegroom, who was a former pupil of the school, is the only son of Mr. and Mrs. B. Walcott, of 'Fairfield,' one of the properties which form the Balgownie Estate, on the Delegate River. The Rev. Mr. Backhouse officiated at the ceremony. The bride wore a cream satin gown, with a full train, and a beautiful veil of Brussels lace lent by Mrs. Kath Chernside of Inglewood, Bombala. She carried a bouquet of stocks, gardenias and tuberoses. Her father gave her away. The bridesmaids, Miss Valerie Connor (the bride's sister) Misses Emily and Kathleen Connor(cousins of the bride) and Miss Margaret Tooth (the groom's cousin) wore white gowns andhead-dresses of red roses. They carried bouquets of red roses. The groom was attended by Mr. Ken Walcott. Mr. Tony Walcott, Mr. Alan Connor (the bride's brother) and Mr. George Connor
(the bride's cousin).The reception was held at Windsor Gardens, Chatswood. A beautifully decorated three tier wedding cake was cut. The groom's gift to the bride was a gold wristlet watch. After the reception Mr. and Mrs. Walcott left for Melbourne by car. They will live at 'Fairfield.'

Electoral Roll 1949 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Alan William Gooderham Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1949

	State:
	New South Wales

	District:
	Farrer

	Subdistrict:
	Albury

	Address:
	Downside street, Albury

	Occupation:
	Stock clerk

	Residing with:
	Doreen Mary Connor


Letter WEEC to AWGC 1 Sep 1952

Ernie makes reference to Allan moving to the auctioneering job recently

Electoral Roll 1954 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Alan William Gooderham Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1954

	State:
	New South Wales

	District:
	Farrer

	Subdistrict:
	Albury

	Address:
	487 Thurgoona street, Albury

	Occupation:
	Auctioneer

	Residing with:
	Doreen Mary Connor


Letter WEEC to AWGC 12 Jun 1957

Ernie wrote that Allan has been to Sydney for medical examination due to spinal trouble.

Letter WEEC to AWGC 15 Aug 1957

Ernie wrote that he had heard from Cath Connor (Maddocks) that Allan had problems with a spinal disc which would be slow to recover, but there was no sciatica.

Allan and Doreen called in at Clifton Gardens to see Cath after Ella’s death.

Electoral Roll 1958 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Allan William Gooderham Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1958

	State:
	New South Wales

	District:
	Farrer

	Subdistrict:
	Culcairn

	Address:
	Graham street, Henty

	Occupation:
	Manager

	Residing with:
	Doreen Mary Connor


Henty News 25 Apr 1958 (according to letter from WEEC)

Allan led the Anzac Day march there.

Electoral Roll 1963 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Allan William Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1963

	State:
	New South Wales

	District:
	Farrer

	Subdistrict:
	Tootool

	Address:
	‘Fairview’, Henty

	Occupation:
	Grazier

	Residing with:
	Doreen Mary Connor


Electoral Roll 1968 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Allan William Gooderham Connor

	Gender:
	Male

	Electoral Year:
	1968

	State:
	New South Wales

	District:
	Eden Monaro

	Subdistrict:
	Moruya

	Address:
	Bergalia Park, RMB 311, via Moruya NSW

	Occupation:
	Farmer

	Residing with:
	Doreen Mary Connor, Graham Laurence Connor


Letter from NSW Dept of Repatriation and Compensation, held in National Archives of Australia – Military Record

Address on 10 Dec 1974 was 57 Bong Bong Street, Kiama NSW 

Electoral Roll 1980 (Ancestry.com)

	Name:
	Allan William Gooderham Connor

	Electoral Year:
	1980

	State:
	New South Wales

	District:
	Macarthur

	Subdistrict:
	Kiama

	Address:
	1/57 Bong Bong Street, Bowral NSW

	Occupation:
	(illegible)

	Residing with:
	Doreen Mary Connor


Ryerson Index

	CONNOR
	Allan
	Death notice
	05NOV2004
	Death
	84 
	late of Kiama
	Illawarra Mercury
	08NOV2004
	

	CONNOR
	Allan
	Death notice
	05NOV2004
	Death
	84 
	late of Kiama
	Kiama Independent
	10NOV2004
	

	CONNOR
	Allan
	Obituary
	05NOV2004
	Death
	
	
	Kiama Independent
	17NOV2004
	


Waugh Road Cemetery, Albury NSW

The Connor family plot is located in Plan 14, Section AD, Row J, Lot 18.

In 2013, it contains;

Lieutenant W. E. E. Connor, died 20 Oct 1960

Lily Marion Connor, died 8 Jul 1986

Valerie Elizabeth Alldridge, ‘Micky’ nee Connor, died 29 Jun 1994

Cpl N. G. Connor, died accidentally 4 Jul 1964

F/Lt Alan William Connor DFM, DFC, born 27 Aug 1920, died 5 Nov 2004
